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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Informal Summer Services

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sunday, July 5, 10:30 am: "Gift of Fire."  Our annual Smishmus service, the opposite of Christmas, dedicated to stories about the "gift that keeps on giving."  Coordinated by Francis Braunlich and Elizabeth Neuse.  Children are invited to share in the stories.

Sunday, July 12, 10:30 am:  Summer Picnic at Lighthouse Point Park.  Bring food to share and games to play together–frisbee, soccer balls, badminton, or anything else.

Sunday, July 19, 10:30 am:  "Portrait of an Urban Community in Decline."  Service led by Ben Ross with talk by fellow Detroit transplant Waverly Duck.  Waverly is a UU from Detroit with a Ph.D. from Wayne State University, currently a Postdoctoral Associate in the Sociology department at Yale.

Sunday, July 26, 10:30 am:  “Lughnasa.”  Celebration of the harvest.  Coordinated by  CUUPS.       

Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 1 and 2, 10:30 am:  Annual Labor of Love service.  Our annual clean-up of the meeting house and yard.  Dress appropriate to work – possibly painting, yard work, as well as cleaning/scrubbing floors/walls/windows. 

Sunday, Aug. 9, 10:30 am:  Annual Hiroshima Memorial Service. Coordinated by Terri O’Brien Stephens

Sunday, Aug. 16, 10:30 am:  "Integral Spirituality."  There are many levels of spirituality.  Dave will explain how we need to speak to all levels.  Coordinated by Dave Taylor.

Sunday, Aug. 23, 10:30 am: "Summer, the Moon and Community."  Coordinated by Ben Ross, with Shula Weinstein and Philip Greene.

Sunday, Aug. 30, 10:30 am:  "The Tao of Emerson."  Some thoughts from Lao Tzu and Emerson on how we should live.  Service coordinated by Mark Mitsock.

Calendar of FUUS Events
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Worship Committee Meeting needs to be rescheduled for after July 13.  We are planning services for the fall.  Bring ideas or suggestions to the committee: Dave Taylor, Sheila Brent, Terri O’Brien Stephens, Francis Braunlich, Elizabeth Neuse or Gaianne Jenkins. Contact Francis for date.

Fri., July 17, 7:30 pm: CUUPS meeting.  Call Gaianne 562-4410 to confirm.

Wed., Aug. 12, 7:30 pm: Board Meeting.  Conducting the business of the society.

Thur., Aug. 20:  Monthly deadline for the Sept. Newsletter.  Submit articles, items to Elizabeth, february@snet.net or 562-0672.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Community Calendar
Sat, July 11, 7:30-9:30 pm: Transition Road Show, World Premier. Optional potluck dinner at 6:30, open to all, FUUS 608 Whitney Ave.  Witness the birth of the "Transition Greater New Haven" initiative, and find out what all the fuss is about. There will be entertainment, reflection, inspiration and dynamic participation all in one show!  We'll cover the problems (peak oil, climate change, economic meltdown) and look to the solutions (using our collective genius to create sustainable community on a human scale). The Transition Movement is about connecting the dots and getting us from here to there (http://transitionus.org/).

Sat, July 18, 9 am: Wepawaug River Walkabout. meet at FUUS, 608 Whitney Ave. or 9:30 AM meet at Wepawaug Conservation Area, Orange (walk will last 2 hr).  The Wepawaug River watershed is a beautiful area tucked in the elbow of Rte. 34 and the Merritt Parkway in Orange, only 10 minutes from Westville.  The area we will be exploring encompasses several different conservation areas, including Kowal Nature Preserve, the Howard D. Brooks Wepawaug Conservation Area, Camp Cedarcrest (which serves primarily as a day camp for disadvantaged children from New Haven), the Whitney Tract, and the Ravine.  The walk will be relatively flat. Children are welcome.  The area is well-shaded but it may still be warm, so please bring plenty of water, as well as bug repellent and good shoes.

The Wepawaug Conservation Area parking lot is located on Mapledale Road which can be accessed either via Derby Road (Route 34) or Orange Center Road (Route 152).  QUESTIONS?  Contact Aaron at aaron.goode@gmail.com or (510) 207-6310.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Salt Lake City Welcomed General Assembly 2009, June 24-28

This General Assembly featured a public witness event in support of immigration reform to benefit all families; a Prom-for-All; the Ware Lecture, delivered by professor Melissa Harris-Lacewell; and a Sunday worship service led by Rev. Abhi Janamanchi, senior minister of the UUs of Clearwater, FL, and Rev. Sinkford.  
For more on the UU General Assembly 2009, go to www.uua.org/events/generalassembly/2009/index.shtml 
Unitarian Universalists Elect New President, Take Stand Against Torture  6/29/02
The Unitarian Universalist Association's 2009 General Assembly concluded yesterday with the installation of a new president and the passage of several social justice resolutions. 

Rev. Peter Morales, of Golden, CO, has been elected the eighth president of the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA). Morales, 62, won with 59 percent of the vote, defeating Rev. Dr. Laurel Hallman of Dallas, TX. Morales, who succeeds popular outgoing president Rev. William G. Sinkford, will serve a four-year term with the possibility of running for a second term. 

Morales campaigned on a promise to make Unitarian Universalism more racially and culturally diverse. Morales believes that national demographic shifts present this liberal, non-dogmatic denomination with both a challenge and an opportunity to become “the religion for our time.” To accomplish this goal, he said, "Unitarian Universalism needs to reach the millions of people who share our theology and values.”

Morales becomes the first Latino president of the UUA. He was born in 1946 in San Antonio, Texas, into a family with Mexican-American and Spanish heritage, and he is bilingual. Before hearing a call to ministry, Morales had successful careers in academia and publishing.

The General Assembly passed several social justice resolutions, including a demand for "Clean, Honest, and Fair Elections in the United States," a commitment to work for "U.S. Ratification of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty," and a "Call for a Commission of Inquiry into U.S.-Sponsored Torture." The torture resolution concludes with these words: "Nothing less than the soul of our nation is at stake in confronting U.S.-sponsored torture and completely renouncing its use."

The UUA launched a new public awareness campaign, called "Standing on the Side of Love," to counter acts of exclusion, oppression, and violence based on the perceived identities of victims. The campaign promoted several related public events. Attendees at the General Assembly, along with interfaith partners in the Salt Lake City religious community, organized a rally on behalf of immigrant families. The Unitarian Universalists also hosted an intergenerational "Prom for All," to show support for Salt Lake City's bisexual, gay, lesbian, and transgender community.

Melissa Harris-Lacewell giving the Ware Lecture [Liveblogging] Posted on June 27th, 2009 by Sara Robinson

Bringing it home now — back to the image of the beach and the crab. The moment of transcendant glory is past; now the hard work of faith begins. This isn’t a time to lose faith. Quoting the UU hymn:

“Praise song for trouble, praise song for day, praise song for every hand-lettered sign…” (Sorry: the teleprompter typist is faster than I am.)

What we need now is love. “Beware the crabs in the sand, but keep your eyes on the horizon. With reason and faith, let us walk forward into that light.”

It’s easy to write off faith talk as inherently divisive — but if we do that, we cede faith, and lose the use of it as a tool for the struggle for self, community, and justice. (Amen!)

(Your blogger is loving this part: I argue it often with my progressive blogging friends, most of whom are secular and don’t believe in the power of faith to create change.)

Faith is an exercise in intellectual humility, a habit that makes us recognize our own limitations, helps us come to terms with what we don’t know and can’t do.

“We come here together to day to make the most incredible faith claim of all: that we can establish a world that recognizes the inherent dignity of every single human being — and that we can make that world using the power of love.”   (Wild cheering!!)

Theologial confessions: She was a UU on Sunday mornings, and then went to Jeremiah Wright’s Trinity church on Sunday evenings. “A Unitarian by day, a Trinitarian by night.”

She’s now at Union Theological Seminary. “I stand in awe trying to figure out why black Americans are so convinced that God loves them when there is so much evidence to the contrary.” That’s a different kind of knowing than academic life teaches you — but it’s just as important.

She’s echoing Obama here: he’s not going to fix this. It’s on us. The hard work of governing has begun.

A litany of the bleak realities in the United States today — the rights not yet held by black, brown, immigrant, gay, and poor Americans. Bill Gates has more wealth than the bottom 40% of Americans combined.

What we spend every year on weapons could put every child in the world in school.

It’s delusional to think any point in the past was any different — or that a fair and equal world is possible. And that’s why we need faith. It’s what keeps us going when reason fails us.

She’s jealous of Van Jones (last year’s Ware Lecturer) getting to talk to us in an election year. It was a great year — but even then, the crabs were biting our feet.

She’s talking about Prop 8. Yes we can? Maybe only some of us can.

Now blasting Obama for picking Rick Warren to give the invocation. Not doing squat about Don’t Ask Don’t Tell. Backtracking on torture. Taking single-payer off the table — not even trying.

But Van Jones warned us last year: “Get prepared to govern.” We forgot to heed that. We got so used to being the outside agitators that we’re still figuring out how to govern with a friend in the White House, and we’re no longer at the margins.

Comparing the visual impact of Katrina to the visual impact of the Selma March in 1963. But there are still struggles and problems — segregation, poverty, preference for tourists over residents in city policies. The work continues, and will for a long while.

Quote of the night: “The best justice work we do comes about when we commit ourselves fully to a cause we’re likely to lose.”

Her family: her father was the descendant of slaves. Her mother’s ancestors pushed a handcart across the prairies to Salt Lake City in the great Mormon migration. (And she’s a UU — coming home in many ways today.)

The people of New Orleans came back and rebuilt “nail by nail.” They organized, filed paperwork with government agencies, worked jobs and then worked second shifts cleanup. Young people of all races streamed in, turning NO into Ground Zero for social justice movements — not just for spring break, but to settle and help with the rebuilding.

And the televised suffering of New Orleans changed the country, too: George Bush’s administraton recovered from the crisis, and the Democratic Party recovered its critical voice. “How can a government that can’t get water into an American city for three days prosecute a war overseas?” The 2006 election was a referendum on Bush’s policies, and the tide began to turn.

Her own visit to New Orleans in the days that followed bore out that history — and her conviction that New Orleans could not be rebuilt. And she wrote about it. The destruction was just too vast. So she argued for fair cash payments, insurance coverage, transition services — but also that demanding that it be rebuilt left her feeling hopeless. The crab was biting her toe.

Melissa Harris-Lacewell is telling us the story of her vacation at the beach. A perfect UU moment: standing chin-deep in the ocean, looking at a gorgeous sunrise with rays glittering on the water — and a crab biting her on the foot.

And now onto Katrina, a topic she speaks often on. Why was there so little coordinated response? It seemed clear to everybody on the ground that black Americans were being abandoned by their government — a racial gap that was reflected in the polls. Two-thirds of blacks believed that the government would have responded faster if the city had had a white majority. True or not, it was a powerful statement of the lack of trust between black America and the government.

Principles in Mind, Fork in Hand: Ethical Eating
Presenters: Rev. John Gibb Millspaugh, co-minister of Winchester Unitarian Society and chair of the Ethical Eating: Food and Environmental Justice core team; Wayne Pacelle, president and  chief executive officer  of the Humane Society of the United States.

Rev. John Gibb Millspaugh framed the Ethical Eating Congregational Study/Action Issue by reminding attendees that this issue is not raised to provide a prescribed answer, but to lead all Unitarian Universalists to develop individual visions that will guide each of us to make nutritious food choices that fit our ethical and spiritual values.

What if we tried to take our seventh principle to heart, he posited, to respect the interdependent web of existence as it relates to our food choices? How do we balance our habits and tastes with our ethical sensibilities?

Millspaugh referenced the Ethical Eating Resources Guide, which explores multiple implications of our food choices. Friday’s presentation focused on the environment, public health, and human responsibility to animals of other species.

Millspaugh traced the history of Unitarian Universalist concern for animals as an extension of our first principle, “the inherent worth and dignity of every person.” He cited Unitarian minister Henry Bergh, who founded the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) as well as the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children. He spoke about Henry David Thoreau, who advocated reducing meat consumption out of concern for animal suffering. Millspaugh also named other historical Unitarian Universalist animal rights activists, including Ralph Waldo Emerson, Judith Sargent and John Murray, Louisa May Alcott, Horace Greeley, and Susan B. Anthony.

Millspaugh then introduced Wayne Pacelle, who began by elaborating upon Millspaugh's historical comments. He noted that Henry Bergh founded the ASPCA in 1866, after the Civil War, when many people turned their concern from slavery abolition to animal rights. He noted that the 1950s saw a resurgence of concern for animals in a post-World War II society thinking about repopulating the planet, and that the 1970s also saw a surge of interest with the advent of research showing animals to be sentient beings.

Pacelle said the big picture on animal issues today is fraught with contradictions. On one hand, we see manifestations of love and appreciation for animals. Two-thirds of American households have pets, and these households buy products and services totaling $44 billion. Some 71 million Americans “appreciate” wildlife, in the form of activities like whale watching or seeking information on wild animals. There are statutes prohibiting cruelty to animals in every state. Yet there is also routine exploitation of animals in the United States, Pacelle said. Abuses can be found in factory farming, animal testing, sport shooting, fur trade, animal fights, and rodeos.

We share the “spark of life” with animals, Pacelle said. However, humans have developed greater power. We must limit our conduct toward animals, he reasoned, so animals can live their natural lives.

The Humane Society of the United States, he said, strives to remind people to treat animals as more than mere resources. As intelligent as we are, humans often find ways to excuse our treatment of animals. One way is our use of euphemistic language to separate us from reality. For example, industrial literature refers to farm livestock as “units,” test animals as “tools,” and hunting out indigenous animals as “harvesting.”

Humans have learned how to survive and prosper through agriculture and animal domestication, yet animal cruelty has increased, Pacelle said. He added that in the United States there are 12,000 organizations working to protect animals.

After Hurricane Katrina, when responders were sent out to rescue flood victims, there were no instructions about what to do with animals. Pacelle witnessed refusals of rescue if pets would be left behind. Since then, through the work of the Humane Society, twenty states have passed laws to care for animals during crises.

Pacelle told how the Humane Society spoke out against Michael Vick, a professional football player found to be staging a large-scale dogfighting operation, and worked to upgrade legislation to prevent future abuses. Now that Vick has served his debt to society, the Humane Society has engaged him in its outreach programs to mentor inner-city youth at risk for becoming involved with dogfighting.

The Humane Society also investigates reported agricultural abuses. Pacelle spoke of one undercover investigation where “spent” dairy cows were reported as being treated inhumanely. Although this factory farm was highly rated by the U.S. Department of Agriculture and seventeen auditing agencies, the Humane Society found ill and injured cows being mistreated into slaughter. Exposure of these practices led to major recall s of meat and closure of the plant where the mistreament occurred.

Pacelle talked about the Humane Society’s work behind Proposition 2 in California, a referendum to stop confinement of animals on factory farms. This measure passed in 2008, banning many inhumane practices.

Pacelle also noted that there are many environmental and health problems wrought by commercial agriculture still not resolved, including greenhouse gases (18 percent of which can be traced to livestock production); a majority of corn and soy (80 percent) going to animal feed; untreated animal waste causing environmental and public health problems; illness from foods; widespread obesity; and large amounts of antibiotics (70 percent of all produced) fed to animals.

Reported by Toby Haber; edited by Dana Dwinell-Yardley.

Final impressions of GA 2009 blog by Dan Harper

I’m about to go to bed, because I have to get up at three in the morning (heaven help me) to catch my train back east. Before I do, though, here are a few impressions of General Assembly 2009:

– The weather was just about perfect: dry, warm but not too hot, and a couple of thunderstorms to keep it from getting boring. I have a theory that when the weather is perfect, there are fewer major conflicts at General Assembly — and indeed, this year I have heard of no erupting conflicts.

– The schedule was grueling. I had noticed that I was feeling particularly tired, but I hadn’t thought about why until someone pointed out that the GA schedule had no consistency. Plenary happened at odd times, workshop slots got thrown in when you didn’t expect them, UU University required an exhausting commitment of six hours Thursday afternoon and four hours Friday morning. I found the lack of regularity draining.

– The election for the next UUA president seemed to dominate everything else. I didn’t hear many people talking about their workshops, but everyone seemed to have something to say about the election.

– UU University (UUU) got mixed reviews this year. Some people liked their UU University track, some people thought it a waste of time (Doug Muder says much the same thing). Two years ago, I heard nothing but glowing reviews of UUU; maybe it didn’t scale up very well? It will be interesting to read summaries of the evaluations of UUU.

So ends another GA.  Now off to bed.






