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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In Celebration of April Fool’s Day:
March 30, 10:30 am: “What’s in a Name?”  What do we mean when we call ourselves Universalists but don’t require belief in (any kind of) salvation? Do we need a new definition of this word or a better name for ourselves than one derived from two Christian heretics?  Bring your 

thoughts to a brief presentation and a multifaceted discussion.  Coordinator: Sheila Brent.

April 6, 10:30 am: “The Nuisance.”  A look at the life and ideas of Giordano Bruno, the visionary renaissance philosopher who relentlessly challenged his contemporaries to open their minds to new ways of thinking.  Service coordinated by Mark Mitsock.

April 13, 10:30 am: "Membership Sunday: Becoming a Fellowship." As we celebrate new members joining our fellowship, it is appropriate to revisit our history, part of the glue of a creedless religion.  We will look at the very recent history of fellowships, not all of which we share.  Coordinated by the Membership Committee.

April 20, 10:30 am: “The Scandal of Jesus' Table Fellowship:  Earthly Love Is Best.”  We will consider the possibility that the dynamic core of Jesus' appeal has been etherealized and repressed from early on, while yet continuing to operate as an underground energy source throughout Western history.  This is a good thing to think about on Earth Day.  Service coordinated by Fred Cervin.

April 27, 10:30 am: “TBA.”  A celebration of Beltaine/ May Day.  Bring several yards of ribbon in your favorite color(s) to add to the Maypole. Coordinator: CUUPS (Covenant of UU Pagans).

Calendar of FUUS Events

Tues., April 1, 7:30 pm: Welcoming Congregation Committee meeting to prepare and plan workshops to become more inclusive as a society.  Open to all.tc "Tues., April 1, 7\:30 pm\: Welcoming Congregation Committee meeting to prepare and plan workshops to become more inclusive as a society.  Open to all."
Thurs., April 3, 7:30 pm: Worship Committee Meeting. Bring suggestions to the committee: Dave, Sheila, Bob and Terri, Francis, Elizabeth, Mark and Gaianne.
Thurs., April 10, 7:30 pm: Board Meeting conducting the business of the society.
Fri., April 11, 8:00 pm: Christian Fellowship meets.  Contact Bob or Terri for info and to confirm, 467-7868.

Tues., April 15, 7:30 pm: CUUPS (Covenant of UU Pagans) meeting. The 51 Point Meditation is our planned activity. Info: Gaianne at 562-4410 or Francis at 562-0672 or to put things on the agenda, email newhavenuu@sbcglobal.net.

Tues., April 29, 7:30 pm: “Sexual Orientation & Gender Identity” – How did we first form our thoughts and feelings of sex and gender?  A Welcoming Congregation Workshop.  Food and child care provided!! 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Bioregional Group Events:
Sat, March 29, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm  24th Bioregional Walkabout--Northwest West River  We will meet at the sundial in Edgewood Park, near the corner of Chapel St and Ella Grasso Boulevard.  We will than proceed along the river guided by Dave Reher, the River Keeper of West River.  We will focus on issues of the natural environment, but also learn about some of the history of the area as we walk through Westville and then along Valley Street and the area of the old factories.  Come and join us for a closer look at this rich area of our life place.

Sun, March 30, 1-3 pm Food not Lawns Garden Project Work  We have started some of our seeds indoors and we are working to get the garden larger and ready for the new season. We are preparing the beds and also planting seeds outdoors. Last week we got the peas in and this week we plan to plant the arugula, spinach, and radishes.  Join us– get your hands in the dirt. See our pictures from the weekend work at picasaweb.google.com/mariatupper/BioregionalGarden031508 

A special request!!!! We need 100 feet of 30 inch high garden fence for our expanded garden.  Let us know if you have any ideas for sources. 

Sat., April 3, 6:00 pm: Potluck & Movie, "the real dirt on farmer john", the epic tale of a maverick mid-western farmer. An outcast in his community, Farmer John bravely stands amidst a failing economy, vicious rumors, and violence.  By melding the traditions of family farming with the power of art and free expression, this story of transformation and renewal heralds a resurrection of farming in America. Bring something to eat to share with everyone.  It helps if you mark the ingredients so people don't have to ask.

 Sun., April 9, 1:00 pm: Food not Lawns Garden Planning Meeting.  Continuing our work, preparing the garden for planting.  Come join us. 
Mon, April 14, 7:30 pm  Bioregional Mapping Project.  Join us for this exciting Bioregional project to learn more about our local lifeplace. We will be working on developing a variety of maps of our bioregion, using both brainstorming and research to develop a range of possible kinds of information to include in our maps.  This project provides us with new knowledge of who and where we are.  It could enable us to move together toward a new place-based community, loyal to the earth in all of our lives.  We will not be meeting again until Domingo, our primary guide for this project, returns from his travels. Put it on your calendar now so you can join the next meeting.
Common Ground Events (www.nhep.com):  
Sat, April 5, 10:00 am – 1:00 pm Open Farm Day.  Greet springtime on the farm!  Enjoy the greenhouse full of seedlings, search for emerging perennials in the garden, visit the farm animals, and find out what early spring crops you can prepare to plant in your garden.  We will collect, compare, and scramble duck and chicken eggs to make a fresh farm snack.  If it is a sunny day, bring your own picnic lunch to enjoy on the farm.  $3 per person ages 6 and up, ages 5 & under are free.

Tues, April 22, 5:30 – 7:30 pm  Understanding Your Environmental Footprint.  Your environmental footprint represents the amount of Earth’s resources required to sustain your daily needs and habits.  In honor of Earth Day, calculate your personal environmental footprint and learn about options for more sustainable living that can help each of us reduce our footprints.  $5 per person, pre-registration required. 389-0823
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A Good Day for Peace: Unitarian Universalists Engage in Civil Disobedience to Protest Iraq War   March 21, 2008

On March 19, 2008, the fifth anniversary of the start of the U.S. war with Iraq, a cold rain fell in Hartford, Connecticut. More than two hundred people, including nearly 100 Unitarian Universalists from several Connecticut churches, gathered in front of the federal building in Hartford to demonstrate their opposition to the war in Iraq. Five individuals, including two members of the Unitarian Society of New Haven and their minister, Kathleen McTigue, were arrested for first degree 
disorderly conduct and trespassing when they refused to move away from the doors of the building. Those arrested included James Barron, 80, Caroline Bridgman-Rees, 85, Keeley Colville, 17, and her father Mark Colville (age unknown).

The action was organized by Reclaiming the Prophetic Voice, an interfaith organization formed to advocate against the war and torture. The organization is connected to both the National Religious Campaign Against Torture and the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee.

McTigue said, following her release from jail, "The [federal] administration has been frighteningly successful at making the cost of war invisible. We do not see coffins, we see almost no images of
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Iraqi people cradling their dead... If our faith is worth anything at all, it compels us to do what we can to end military action in Iraq. We created this mess, and we have to figure out how to end it. The military surge has helped to quell some violence, but within that, the Iraqi government has been incapable of forming a functional governing body.  Unless something is in place diplomatically, multi-nationally, there will continue to be a huge amount of civil violence."

Rev. Carolyn Patierno, minister of All Souls Unitarian Universalist Congregation of New London, had preached a sermon, “On Peace,” (PDF) to her congregation on March 2. In it, she asked them to be at the March 19 rally in Hartford. She was thrilled to see sixty of them arrive, most of them on a chartered bus, representing the congregation. Patierno said, "[That sermon was the] seventh I'd preached on the war and peace. It made me feel ill. It's hard to write a sermon of ideas about something that feels immoral, when action is needed. This became a watershed moment for the congregation, and for me...this fifth anniversary called for a different kind of sermon, a sermon engaged not just in ideas, but in what we need to be doing."

[image: image3.wmf]Patierno continued, "We have spent five years, 4,000 lives, trillions of dollars, and all of it exists in a broader culture that would have us believe that God is on the side of the militarily and economically powerful. I have been involved with Reclaiming the Prophetic Voice because it hopes to offer another perspective in this time." Patierno said that over half of those who went to Hartford from the All Souls congregation  had never been to a public demonstration before. "They are remarkable and courageous and determined. I am so proud of them."

Also present at the event were members of the Unitarian Universalist Society: East (Manchester) and Unitarian Society of Hartford, along with their ministers, Rev. Josh Pawelek and Rev. Barbara Jamestone.

Kathleen McTigue's court date is set for March 24. She said, "Until the war is over, we will keep doing things. We have to speak out against something that is so wrong."

It's about time, Persephone!  Ancient myths dramatize the shift from winter to spring.

By Patricia Montley            3.24.08   uua.org 

As we celebrate the arrival of spring, we are tempted to ask: Why winter? Why this prolonged period of Code Gray? Weren’t our eyes made for color, our skin for warmth?

Why this cold, dreary season when birds abandon us and gardens stop producing their fruits and flowers?

Why this endless time of skyrocketing heating bills and bone-wearying shoveling? Why this sentence of home detention when, racked with cabin fever, we hunker down by the fire or get fuzzy-brained before the TV?

[image: image4.wmf]What have we done to deserve this? Surely someone has offended the gods.

“Poppycock!” say the scientists, who propose some lame theory about the Earth going around the sun. But that can’t really be it. What’s the point of misery if there’s no one to blame? Besides, their story lacks imagination.

Perhaps an explanation that we might find more appealing is one offered by the Greek poet Homer some 27 centuries ago.

In the once-upon-a-time of perpetual spring, Demeter, mother goddess of agriculture and fertility, makes all things grow. One day, when her daughter Persephone is gathering flowers, the earth opens and Hades, ruler of the underworld, abducts her. The maiden’s screams to her father, Zeus, go unheeded.

Distraught Demeter searches wildly for her lost daughter, and upon discovering that Zeus had approved the abduction, withdraws from Olympus in grief and rage, thus causing universal famine. Faced with this ongoing catastrophe, Zeus relents.

Daughter is restored to mother, whose joy again unleashes earth’s fertility. But because Persephone has been tricked into tasting the pomegranate of Hades, she must return to the underworld for part of each year. And in her absence, her mourning mother weeps the world into winter.

But it must be so. For, as Anne Baring and Jules Cashford remind us in The Myth of the Goddess: Evolution of an Image, “Persephone is the seed that splits off from the body of the ripened grain, the mother, when, sinking beneath the earth, she returns in the spring as the new shoot.”

Like all etiological myths, this one explains why something came about. Variations on this origin of the changing seasons appear in other myths. Aphrodite retrieves her lover, the vegetation god Adonis, from the underworld, where he must spend one third of the year. In ancient Sumer, goddess Inanna descends into the underworld to meet with her sister Ereshkigal. In Egypt, goddess Isis searches for her murdered-and-dismembered brother/husband Osiris. Her tears of mourning make the Nile rise, and thus the vegetation god Osiris comes alive again.

It is not coincidental that Jews celebrate their Passover—their emergence into a new life of freedom—and Christians the resurrection of their God in the spring.

Why winter? Because the growing season requires the fallow season.

Because without gray there is no joy in color. Because it is loss that makes us appreciate love. Because it is death that makes us value life.

The wheel of the seasons turns. Life cycles into death, which cycles into life. Let us bless the journey.

 A version of this essay was first published in the Baltimore Sun, February 27, 2007.

RELATED RESOURCES

In Nature’s Honor: Myths and Rituals Celebrating the Earth. By Patricia Montley. Skinner House Books, 2005. (UUA Bookstore)

The Myth of the Goddess: Evolution of an Image. By Anne Baring and Jules Cashford. Penguin, 1993. (Amazon.com)
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