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Mar. 29, 10:30 am:  “Earth Household.” A look at the life and ideas of the 19th century English writer, naturalist, and philosopher Richard Jefferies.  Coordinated by Mark Mitsock.

Apr. 5, 10:30 am: “Encourage One Another.” St. Paul instructs us to bear one another's burdens.  We all do this to one degree or another.  Our guest speaker, JoAnne Taylor will share with us about her vocation as a Spiritual Director.  Coordinated by Dave Taylor.

Thursday, Apr. 9, 8 pn: “Maundy Thursday Celebration.” Traditionally we have a Communion Service on this evening.  The recorded music part of the service will come from my collection of live recordings.  Following this section, there is a short contemporary Communion Service, including the 

remembrance of those close to us/you who have died in the past year.  Bread, wine and juice are needed to complete this service.  If you can bring something, speak to Paul Raspe.  Join us for this time of being

together.  Service Coordinator:  Paul Raspe

Apr. 12, 10:30 am: “TBA.” An Easter service, coordinated by the Terri Stephens.
Apr. 19, 10:30 am: “Spiritual Community for Us and our Children.”  What is the meaning of community? How do we include children in our circle of belonging?  Coordinated by Bob Stephens.

Apr. 26, 10:30 am: “Beltaine: Gold Sun and Earth Magician."  Bring several yards of ribbon of your favorite color as we dance the Maypole and celebrate the cross-quarter day that begins traditional "summer."  Coordinated by CUUPs.   Incense (probably sage) will be used in the service. 

Calendar of FUUS Events

Sun., Mar. 29, 1:00 pm:  Garden Committee of the Bioregional Group is meeting, hoping to do some of the early outside planting of peas and some of the greens that are cold hardy.

Sat., Apr. 4, 6:00 pm Potluck, 7:00 pm Movie:  Power of Community: How Cuba Survived Peak Oil. Join us for a delicious meal and discussion following the movie. Sponsored by NH Bioregional Group, info: mariatupper@gmail.com
Tues., Apr. 14, 7:30 pm: Worship Committee. Everyone is encouraged to submit his/her suggestions to the committee: Sheila, Terri, Gaianne, Elizabeth, Steve and Francis.

Thurs., Apr. 16, 7:30 pm: Board meeting, conducting the business of the society.
Fri., Apr. 17, 7:30 pm: 9th Square Circle meeting. CUUPs--the Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans--will meet. Info: Gaianne, 562-4410.

Fri., Apr. 24, 8:00 pm: FUUS Christian Fellowship meeting.  Call Bob or Terri at 469-7868 or bstephens1@mindspring.com to confirm or for details.

Ultimate Tues., Apr. 28, 7:30 pm:  Drum Circle.  All ages, all acoustic instruments welcome for an evening of improvisational drumming and music.  Info:  Gaianne, 562-4410 or Steve, 288-0303.
If anyone still has a “Guest at Your Table” donation box or wants to donate to the UUSC, please give it to Paul Raspe—funds will be sent to the UUSC.  Also bring in canned goods and nonperishable food for Christian Community Action’s special food drive in the month of April.  All donations are matched by Alvin Feinstein Fund.
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Sat., Apr. 4: March on Wall St.: to mark the 6th anniversary of the Afghanistan and Iraq invasions, organized by UFPJ. Train leaving New Haven around 8 am, returning after the march around 8 pm. Purchase tickets online: www.stepfour.com/peacetrain
Sat., Apr. 4: Annual Meeting of the Clara Barton District, which we are a member of, at Nichols College in Dudley, MA.  Registration will begin at 8:30 am followed by worship, and keynote speaker, Connie Goodbread, Education Director of the Mid-South District of the UUA and the Lifespan Program Consultant for the Florida District of the UUA.

Mon., Apr. 6, 6 pm.: Reclaiming the Prophetic Voice marks the cost of the continuing war in Iraq by placing the March stone on the Memorial Cairn at the intersection of Broadway, Elm and Park sts.

Fri., Apr. 10-Sun., May 10 Mother Earthathon—Building a sustainable future. Show your commitment to a less energy-intensive future by pledging to use less gasoline, help gardens in and around the city, plant trees, etc. Fundraiser for projects in rural Nicaragua, sponsored by NH/Leon Sister Cities Project.  Info/calendar: www.newhavenleon.org or Chris 562-1607.

Sat., Apr. 18, 9:30 am: Peter's Rock Park Bioregional Walkabout, led by Hugh Davis and members of the Peter's Rock Assoc.  Carpool 9:00 am from 608 Whitney Ave. or meet at park entrance, 133 Middletown Ave., North Haven (behind First Fuel gas station). Bring water, snacks, good walking shoes. Directions/info: Aaron, (510) 207-6310, aaron.goode@gmail.com, petersrockassociation.org

Sat. & Sun., Apr. 25-26, 10:30 am – 2:30 pm: Act 11 Counseling & Synthesis, Stratford Center continues classes in spiritual psychology. Sunday is "Open Sunday," anyone welcome! Classes in finding your mission & purpose; modest fees & sliding scale.  Bring a sandwich & network with our community of 40+. We continue to raise money for cancer, AIDS, & wounded vets. RSVP for details. Cynthia Russell PhD  203 377-2421

Mon.,, Apr. 27, 11:30 am: "Grow Local, Buy Local, Eat Local -- Start with Your Soil," Talks by Bill Duesing of CtNOFA and Milina Shannon-DiPietro, Yale Sustainable Food Project.  Soup and dessert provided. $10 per person. CT Agricultural  Experiment Station auditorium, 123 Huntington St. Info/register: mhirschoff@comcast.net or Mikey 393-2214.

Shavings from the Board of Trustees’ Meeting, Thurs. Mar.19:

Note: At the Special Congregational Meeting held on Mar. 14 after the Open Space Workshop the proposal to trim/cut down some trees in the lot was voted down.  The Bioregional Garden Group is planning to plant 3 filbert bushes on the north side of the parking lot. 

The loose collection for this quarter (Jan.-Mar.) will go to Wind over Wings, a nonprofit agency that rehabilitates raptors and returns them to the wild, when possible.

The worship service for Apr. 19 was taken by Bob to talk about the Children’s Program.  At the Open Space Workshop, the group expressed the need to coordinate with the Worship Committee and wants to consider paid staff for the program, which will require a budget proposal to go to the Board. 

On Mar. 27 InfoShop will present at 608 Whitney a film on/fund raiser for individuals preemptively arrested before the Republican National Convention last year, who are facing prison terms under a state PATRIOT act.  

Justin Pegnataro, who started Wilderness and Food, would like to do a series of workshops Sun. evenings.  The Board offered a reduced rental of $250 for use of the main room, or $120 for a room upstairs, TBD.

An ad hoc committee called provisionally “George” formed at the OS workshop.  They are researching homelessness in New Haven and the needs of the homeless, to determine how best to help in this area.

The Board recommended any meetings on Sunday start no earlier than 12:30 pm, to allow time for fellowship after the service.  More emphasis needs to be placed on outreach to and engagement of all as well as newcomers in the various tasks and projects.

The next Board meeting is Thurs., Apr. 16.
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That elusive more: What do Unitarian Universalists need to go deeper?  By Doug Muder

UUWorld.org/ideas     1.12.09

I was in my early thirties when I wandered into one of those historic New England churches-on-the-town-green and attended my first UU Sunday service. The first reading was from Bertrand Russell, and I was sold right there. I had grown up in a church where readings had to come from the Bible, and sermons almost never quoted anyone who wasn’t from our Lutheran sect. I liked the idea of a church where you could read anybody, a church that didn’t wall itself off from any of the world’s wisdom.

   For a long time, that was enough. I came back Sunday after Sunday. I liked the sermons, and I heard more readings—from Rumi and Lao Tzu and the Bhagavad Gita, with just enough Hosea and Amos and Matthew mixed in that I didn’t feel like my upbringing had been completely wasted.

   I went to discussions and met people. I liked them—not every single one, of course, but what church can offer that? For the most part, they were people who took their consciences seriously and tried not to fall for the easy, self-serving answer. They could listen to ideas they didn’t agree with, think about them, and occasionally even change their minds. Sometimes, they changed my mind.

   And when my mind did change in one way or another, I didn’t have to find another church. That was the part I liked best. My church-of-origin had taken its creed seriously, and didn’t wink at creative interpretations. If you couldn’t say the creed honestly, and mean the same things by it that everyone else meant, then it was time to think about moving on. The people you knew and liked, and all the things you had all been through together—that wasn’t what the church was about. The doctrine defined the church. Questioning the doctrine, even in the privacy of your own mind, was irresponsibly risky, because if your questions led to the wrong answers, you might lose your community.

   But I didn’t worry about losing my UU community because we didn’t seem to have any doctrine. We said we were covenantal rather than creedal, which to me meant that we were loyal to each other, rather than to a set of beliefs. We had the Seven Principles, of course, but they were broad and flexible enough that I found it hard to imagine winding up on the wrong side of them. And even if I did, nobody was going to throw me out. That’s what kept them from being a creed. The Principles described a consensus we had freely come to; they didn’t define a boundary we couldn’t cross.

   I loved my UU freedom, and I used it. I meditated like a Buddhist, philosophized like a Stoic, speculated like a Qabbalist, cast circles like a Pagan, and called myself a Unitarian Universalist. Asking what it “meant” to be a UU was, at least for me, the wrong question. It meant being one of the people I saw every Sunday at my church. It meant trying to be a good person, trying to make sense of the world, and being willing to challenge any assumption or precondition that might get in the way of the search for truth.

   And for a long time, that was enough.

   But then, so gradually that I can’t point to any specific events, it stopped being enough. I started wanting my Unitarian Universalism to mean something, wanting it to be more than the people I liked to hang around with, more than the umbrella under which I gathered my religious smorgasbord.

   This was the point where my non-UU friends began to feel vindicated. My problem, they were certain, was that Unitarian Universalism doesn’t mean anything, because it’s not a real religion. Real religions have doctrines and teachings and boundaries you can’t cross. If I wanted meaning, I would have to be a Buddhist, a Stoic, a Qabbalist, or a Pagan—not just borrow the parts of them that suited my purposes. I couldn’t have both meaning and freedom, they believed, because meaning comes from commitment. Meaning rises out of the sacrifice of freedom.

   And there was (to jump ahead of my story a little) a piece of the truth there. But not the whole truth. That’s not the direction I went.

   Instead, I plunged backwards into the Unitarian and Universalist traditions. I read William Ellery Channing and Hosea Ballou, Ralph Waldo Emerson and Theodore Parker. I traced their roots back to Michael Servetus and the Protestant Reformation. I followed their descendants to John Dietrich, Clarence Skinner, James Luther Adams, and Sophia Lyon Fahs. I read the works of present-day UU theologians like Rebecca Parker, Paul Rasor, and Forrest Church.

   I think I was looking for somebody who had gotten it right, somebody into whose discipleship I could commit myself. I didn’t find that, but I found much to admire and treasure and take pride in: Ballou’s vision of God’s all-encompassing love, Emerson’s marriage of reason and mysticism, the lifelong activism of Susan B. Anthony and Lucy Stone—and the much shorter life of James Reeb.

    What I found, in short, was the import of that deceptively simple phrase living tradition. I had always understood the living part: Individuals and generations have to confront the challenges of their own eras, and need to be free to learn and grow and adapt. That’s why Unitarian Universalism can never be cut and dried, never boiled down to a formula, a creed, or a catechism. The past can never be allowed to rule over the present and close off the possibilities of the future.

   What I hadn’t understood was the tradition, or even why it’s important to have one. To a certain extent, we do make up Unitarian Universalism as we go along, but we don’t make it up out of nothing. If we try to make it up out of nothing, we impoverish ourselves, because there is so much to work with, if we only knew about it. Others have faced the challenges of their eras just as we face the challenges of ours, and what they learned and created and discovered still resonates down the decades and centuries, if we listen for it.

   Eventually, I came to see Unitarian Universalism as somewhat like jazz or poetry or impressionistic painting. The jazz musician studies the performances of past greats not with the idea of reproducing them note for note, but to pick up an idea or two and be inspired by the achievement they represent. Music and poetry and art are also living traditions. The living is always in tension with the tradition, but not in contradiction.

   What I found, eventually, was a meaning for my Unitarian Universalism that lives in tension with my freedom but doesn’t demand its sacrifice. I found an identity as a Unitarian Universalist that doesn’t force me to draw boundaries, build walls, or look around my congregation and separate the real UUs from the people who don’t get it.

   The next thing I began to wonder was: Why was that so difficult? To a certain extent, finding your religious identity—whatever it turns out to be—is always going to be a challenge. But did it have to be as hard as all that? Was there anything that my church, or the UUA, or some other institution could have done to help me along? Is there anything they or we or I could be doing now to help people in a similar position?

   And what about the UUs who need something different to complete and deepen their religion? I needed to make contact with the tradition. Others may need to learn the kind of spiritual practices I had picked up on my prior religious journey—or maybe something I haven’t figured out yet, but haven’t felt the need for. Whatever it might be, where should they look for it, if they aren’t finding it in Sunday sermons or in an occasional discussion group?

   Apparently, I’m not the only one asking these questions. Half of this year’s Association Sunday offering—approximately $150,000—is earmarked for projects related to lay theological education.
   In September I joined the UUA task force that is figuring out what to do with that money. Over the next few months we’re going to be soliciting proposals from churches and districts and seminaries, looking for programs that could be easily replicated around the country, programs to help UUs find that elusive “more” that they need in order to go deeper.

   But we’re soliciting something else as well: testimony. Rather than assume that our own stories and our own needs are typical, we’d like to hear from as many other people as we can. We’ve set up a blog at uulte.blogspot.com and an email account at uulaytheology@gmail.com. Give us a comment or an email describing what has helped you go deeper into Unitarian Universalism, what hasn’t helped, or what you still feel the need for.

Holding the center: Religious liberals reject the idea that a religion is a collection of beliefs that are either true or false.   By Doug Muder    UUWorld, Spring 2009 2.15.09 [to read the complete article, check out the Spring UUWorld at the meeting house or online at uuworld.org/ideas]
A review of The Religious Case Against Belief. by James P. Carse. Penguin Press, 2008. and
A Secular Age. by Charles Taylor. Belknap Press, 2007. 

    Liberal religion has been caught in crossfire in recent years. From one side fly the spears and arrows of the fundamentalists: They have the Truth, we don’t, and unless we change, we’ll soon find ourselves in Hell. From the other side flash the phasers of the newly aggressive atheists: Unless we join them in a full-throated denunciation of God, scripture, ritual, and all things religious, we are fellow travelers with the theocrats and jihadists.

   Oddly, our attackers agree on many things: For both, religion is primarily about belief, and the important beliefs of a religion are defined by a literal interpretation of its scripture. For the Rev. John Hagee and Sam Harris alike, Christianity stands or falls on a line-by-line reading of the Bible. If the Bible is true, we should all be Christians of the most conservative kind. If it is false, we should reject Christianity utterly. Likewise for Judaism and the Torah, Islam and the Qur’an, and any other faith with a holy book: A religion is a collection of beliefs, which must be either true or false.

   The unwillingness of religious liberals to accept those ground rules strikes both sides as wishy-washy; we have not staked out a genuine position, but try to make an impossible compromise between religion and irreligion. Fundamentalists are fond of quoting Revelation 3:16 (KJV) at us: “Because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of my mouth.” And in The End of Faith, Harris describes us like this:   Religious moderation is the result of secular knowledge and scriptural ignorance—and it has no bona fides, in religious terms, to put it on a par with fundamentalism.

   In other words, we escape the unavoidable contradictions between the Bible and common sense simply by imagining that the Bible says something more reasonable than it actually does.

   Two recent books, The Religious Case Against Belief by James P. Carse and A Secular Age by Charles Taylor, walk directly into this crossfire and defend the liberal center against extremes of both sectarianism and secularity.   
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