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First Unitarian Universalist 

   Society of New Haven

     608 Whitney Avenue

     New Haven CT 06511

     203-562-4410

E-mail: newhavenuu@sbcglobal.net
Website: uunewhaven.org 
Board of Trustees:

    Dave Taylor, Pres.

    Paul Raspe, Treasurer

    Ben Ross, Vice Pres.

    Elizabeth Neuse, Clerk

    Francis Braunlich, 

       Trustee for Worship

    Maria Pinango, Trustee

    Steve Hall, Trustee  

Gaianne Jenkins, Custodian

Office and Library: 2nd floor

Children’s Program in the Children’s Preschool: in rear

New Haven/Leon Sister Cities Project: office 2nd floor

Newsletter Editor: Elizabeth 

   Neuse    

Newsletter deadline: 20th of 

every month.   Comments,  announcements welcome! 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sunday, Dec. 6, 10:30 a.m.  “Time to Sing!"  Songs of the season—traditional and recent, sacred and silly—with a professional musician.  Coordinated by Sheila Brent.

Sunday, Dec. 13, 10:30 a.m. “Why Are We Here?”  Steve will share a story with the children and lead several rounds of discussion as we help each other answer the question "Why are we here?"  Service coordinated by Steve Hall.

Sunday, Dec. 20, 10:30 a.m. "Sparks in the Dark."
Yulelog consumed by fire/ As sparks fly upward:/ Beauty--as ever--fleeting.  Our solstice celebration will confront the challenges of a time of transition, a time when old verities will be reshaped and old attitudes will be discarded in favor of the ethics of sustainability for our species and our world.  Let us exercise our compassion in community.   Service coordinated by CUUPS.

Thursday, Dec. 24, 7:30 p.m. "Christmas Eve Service."
Coordinated by Terri O’Brien Stephens. 

Sunday, Dec. 27, 10:30 a.m. “Make a Joyful Noise!”
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A candle-lighting service with time for private holiday reflections as we listen to live and recorded music.  Paul and Julia Raspe will lead us in this First Unitarian Universalist Society tradition.  Paul has designed and hand-crafted yet another ornament for you to take home.  Julia and Paul Raspe, coordinators.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Calendar of Other FUUS Events 
Wednesday, Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m.  Worship Committee meeting, planning services for 2010.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 Submit suggestions to the committee: Francis, Gaianne, Terri, Sheila, Steve, Elizabeth, Mark.

Tuesday, Dec. 8, 7:30 p.m. Buddhist Dharma Group.  All are welcome!
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Wednesday, Dec. 9, 7:30 p.m.  Board of Trustees meeting,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1conducting the business of the society.

Friday, Dec. 11, 8:00 p.m.: Christian Fellowship meets.  Contact Bob or Terri for info and to confirm, 467-7868.

Friday, Dec. 18, 7:30 p.m. CUUPs  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1meeting. Topic is open.  Contact Gaianne at 562-4410 or Francis at 562-0672 to put things on the agenda.

Tuesday, Dec. 29, 7:30 p.m. Ultimate Tuesday Drumming at the Meetinghouse.  All ages, all acoustic instruments welcome.  Contact Steve 203-288-0303.
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Community Events:

Saturday, Dec. 5—Sunday, Dec. 6, 11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

Connecting Circle: Classes on finding your mission and purpose, centering, work with your sub-personalities, and de-stressing your holidays. Fundraiser for food pantries. Contact: Cynthia Russell PhD 203 377-2421 psynnie@aol.com   Act 11 Counseling & Synthesis, 2225 Main, Stratford (next to the public library). 
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Saturday, December 5th, 10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.  Holiday Fiesta & Gift Bazaar   Plan to do your holiday shopping!  Fair-trade overseas crafts/ most produced by co-ops.  Locally produced items as well.  Pottery!  Calendars! Soaps!  For the benefit of New Haven/León Sister City Project.  First Presbyterian Church, 704 Whitney Ave.  (at Huntington Street).  

Monday, Dec. 7, 6:00 p.m. Reclaiming the Prophetic Voice marks the cost of continuing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, placing the Nov.  stone on the Memorial Cairn at the corner of Broadway, Elm and Park sts in New Haven, inscribed with Nov. totals of US military personnel and approx. number of civilians killed in Afghanistan and Iraq.  This marks the second anniversary of the Cairn. Join us in this public reminder the wars are not over.

Mark your calendars for our Annual Holiday Craft Fair on Saturday, December 12, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the UU Society, 608 Whitney Ave.  A wonderful variety of holiday gifts will be available.  Come and visit with your friends and neighbors who are the craft people. Contact Maria if you are interested in showing your crafts.

BIOREGIONAL/TRANSITION TIMES NEWS --Maria Tupper, NH Bioregional Group
The movie, “Polis Is This: Charles Olson and the Persistence of Place,” with a potluck at 6 p.m. will be shown Saturday, Dec. 12, at 7 p.m. at the First UU Society, 608 Whitney Ave.  “Polis Is This” wrestles with the six foot eight inch, 275lb colossus of poetry, Charles Olson, in the squared circle of understanding. Through never before seen footage and interviews, actor John Malkovich leads an all-star unit in a search and explore mission.  Olson, the “big fire source” for a restless generation of poets known as The Beats stands more revealed than ever before. Through Ferrini's poetry-in-motion lens, viewers can now see Olson's landscapes through the fresh eyes of America's Archaeologist of Morning.

Charles Olson, the “original aboriginal,” fights to save his town from so-called progress as the bulldozer of change rumbles down Main Street USA.  His challenge to us?  We must either rediscover the earth or leave it. Have we all become estranged from that which is most familiar?  See “Polis Is This” before the cultural wetlands are completely drained and maybe you can save the place where you live.

More information, contact mariatupper@gmail.com or newhavenbioregionalgroup.org 

Splinters from the Board Meeting, Nov. 11, 2009

The Board approved a request by the Preschool to put an outside bulletin board near their entrance, since the new doors have windows where the bulletin board used to be.  

The Worship Committee has services planned through February, due to predetermined holidays and Pagan days.  The committee will try to allow for more persons to participate and coordinate services.

Todd Wormell is concerned about the energy efficiency of the meeting house.  A motion was made and passed that he go to Centerville Lumber, where we have an account, and buy insulation to install in the attic and third floor.  Todd also proposed covering the windows on the 2nd and 3rd floors with plastic to seal out the cold.

Steve Hall would like to teach CPR on a monthly basis at least at the Church.  A motion was made and passed to provide him with the funds to purchase the supplies needed for the course.

The Library and Office on the 2nd floor need to be cleared and cleaned up.
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A group of parents who do home schooling with their kids requested use of the building on Wed. afternoon for a support group meeting.  The request was postponed until the following Sun. in order to get more specific information about the time, number of families and possible payment. We would need to know contact persons and number of rooms to be used.  There would be no use of the kitchen or playground (Preschool still in session) and only limited parking.

Francis will join the By-Laws Revision Committee, Dave and Sheila, at their next meeting.
Who says Unitarian Universalism's Principles are easy?     By Meg Barnhouse [http://www.uuworld.org/ideas/articles/153287.shtml?n ]

I have gone to a lot of church services in my time. When I was eight, wearing Mary Jane shoes and white stockings, in a blue coat with a velveteen collar my mother had made, sitting next to my little sister in her coat, identical to mine, trying not to wiggle in the pew, I would make check marks as the sections of the order of service finished: hymn number one, pastoral prayer, scripture reading, sermon. I loved checking off the sermon. My cousin Ed the Brave would carry a transistor radio in his pocket and run the earphones up through his shirt so you could barely see the wire carrying music or a ball game to his ear. ….

We colored in our bulletins and we looked through the hymnals and made ourselves giggle by adding “between the sheets” to their titles. A Baptist friend says she and her friends added “in the bathtub.” “Turn Back, O Man,” between the sheets. “We Three Kings of Orient Are” in the bathtub.  

Years ago I came into this Unitarian Universalist community of faith. I’m home. I listen to people talk sometimes about liberal religion as if it’s a thin gruel, watered down to please everyone. Our Seven Principles, they complain, are either too much like a creed or so general as to be meaningless.  

My experience of the Principles is that they are deeply demanding. The first one asks me to affirm and promote the inherent worth and dignity of every person, which means that I can no longer subscribe to the cheerful Calvinist doctrine of the total depravity of human nature. It sounds grim, but really, if you are in fact starting with a totally depraved nature, the opportunities for self-congratulation abound: “Hey, I didn’t knock over a 7-Eleven this afternoon, even though money’s pretty tight. I’m doing well!”  

Now I have to struggle with the worth and dignity of people who do unspeakably awful things, whereas the doctrine of total depravity made that one a no-brainer. I’m supposed to value the democratic process, hearing the voice of everyone equally, allowing everyone to have a say. The UU Principles are demanding enough to make me whine.  
For those who feel they are thin gruel, I have a suggestion. Let’s stick something onto the end of every Principle that will stop people from smiling and nodding comfortably as they are read.  Instead of adding “in the bathtub” or “between the sheets,” how about attaching “beginning in our homes and congregations”?  Then we’d be faced with affirming things like “the goal of . . . peace, liberty, and justice for all, beginning in our homes and congregations.” Everyone who has raised children knows that peace is often at odds with liberty and that justice demands a disturbance of the peace. To put those three together in one Principle is outrageous and lovely. It’s easier to think about working towards them in a global context than in the context of Cheerios and pajamas, car keys and cleaning up one’s bedroom.   

“Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations, beginning in our homes and congregations” is a sobering ideal. I don’t know about you, but I have sat in meetings about right relations and seen people get testy with one another. Some of the nastiest behavior I’ve seen was long ago at a community workshop for peace activists.  Lao Tse, quoted in the back of our hymn book, says peace in the world begins with peace in the home, which begins with peace in the heart. If I start with my own heart, the demands of our Principles get even heavier.  Peace and compassion in my heart? Justice too? Freedom as well?  Affirming the worth of every person all the time, not only with my words and my behavior but in my secret heart?  If we added “in the heart” to the Principles, they might as well just say “Be Jesus” and be done with it.  I’m sorry I even brought it up.
For me, the heart of the liberal faith is to be connected to something greater than yourself; to wallow in the Spirit of Life, Love, and Truth; to have fair trade coffee and important conversations; to stand for love and to stand against quibbling, complaining, and flouncing off in a huff; to move toward being in right relationship with ourselves, one another, and the planet.

For me, this faith isn’t a thin gruel. It’s not even a rich and hearty gruel. It’s walnuts and bananas, pancakes, mangoes, arugula, ginger, and avocado. The feast is prepared with effort, enjoyment, persistence, and commitment. Care to join me?

Ten-year-old refuses to stand for Pledge of Allegiance    By Donald E. Skinner

11.23.09


http://www.uuworld.org/news/articles/153346.shtml?n

On Monday, October 5, Will, whose family attends the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Fayetteville, Arkansas, refused to stand up for the Pledge of Allegiance in his fifth-grade classroom at school. That action stemmed from a conversation he’d had with his parents, Laura and Jay Phillips, about equal rights.

In Will’s own words: “At the end of the Pledge it says ‘liberty and justice for all.’ But there isn’t justice for people who are gay. And there’s a lot of racism and sexism still, and there are lots of people who can’t get health care.”

So Will, after thoughtful consideration, decided he wasn’t going to stand up any longer for the Pledge until it represented everyone. And since October 5, he hasn’t. It hasn’t been easy. For the first four days the teacher––a substitute who knew Will’s family––kept trying to get him to stand up. On the fourth day, when she suggested that Will’s mother and grandmother would want him to stand up, Will got upset. He said something he knows he shouldn’t have. He told her, “With all due respect, ma’am, you can go jump off a bridge.”

That got him sent to the principal’s office. And onto the international stage. When Will’s mother, Laura Phillips posted about the incident on Facebook, several of her friends alerted the news media. Will has been interviewed on CNN and on several radio stations across the country as well as by local media. His story has been posted on The Huffington Post and many other blog sites.

Since early October Will has endured harassment at school from many of his peers. While some support him, many others do not, calling him names and playing pranks on him. But the issue was important enough to Will to take a stand. Appearing on CNN November 16, he said, “I've grown up with a lot of people, and good friends, that are gay. . . . I think they should have the rights all people should.”

Laura said neither she nor Jay, who both work for the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville, coached or encouraged Will to sit during the Pledge. “We started getting emails right away from people who assumed he was parroting what he hears at home,” she said. “But this was entirely Will’s idea. He thought about it and told us that ‘If people don’t speak up, then nothing ever changes.’”

She added, “This is just Will being Will,” noting that he has always thought deeply about issues.

Laura said the family has friends who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender. The Phillipses have attended pride parades and stood up for the rights of gay and lesbian neighbors. A constitutional amendment passed in Arkansas last year bars same-sex couples from adopting or being foster parents.  Laura said the family found and began attending the UU congregation in Fayetteville 20 months ago. “We love it,” she said. “We feel fortunate to have a place that backs up all that we are teaching Will. People at church have been very supportive.”

Shortly after Will began refusing to stand up, he got up at church and shared his experience during joys and concerns. “People stood up and cheered for five minutes,” he said, adding, “I like that we can think all these different things and cherish our differences at church.”

Will said he doesn’t think he’s changed any minds at school by his opposition to the Pledge. Laura disagrees. She believes Will’s action has prompted conversations all over the country about what is right. She said she is bolstered by the internet response. Although some is negative, much of it is positive. “The farther away you get from West Fork, the more vocal and widespread the support is,” she said. “Will has given the equality movement such hope. I’ve had days where I just cried at my desk over the positive responses we’ve gotten.”

Will’s action also provided a teachable moment at school, she said. “The school has been wonderful. The principal talked to the teachers and they have been able to cut out some of the bullying. Will said the teachers are really paying attention. And of course, we’ve all talked about, if this is what my son, the straight ally, is going through, what about the GLBT kids who have to put up with this every day?”

Will said, “The school district was not being bad. They handled it perfectly,” once the initial incident was past. Will said he doesn’t expect to stand up any time soon.

Laura said many people at church have taken it upon themselves to search out negative blog comments on the web about Will and respond to them. “It’s really frustrating to Will that people are being so immature,” said Laura. The Rev. David Hunter, co-minister of the UU Fellowship of Fayetteville, said, “We’re very proud of Will and what he did. He’s very articulate and very brave.”

Will may get a trip to San Francisco for his principles. “This week the National Center for Lesbian Rights contacted us,” said Laura. “They want to name Will a Fierce Ally for 2009 and they want us to come to San Francisco in April to accept it.”

Jay Phillips said he’s proud of his son for standing up for his principles. “The important thing is he has created a dialogue, a conversation, especially among the kids. There’s an increased awareness now. The inertia of complacency can be a difficult thing to overcome, but he’s started that process.”
UUSC Holiday Cards [https://secure.uusc.org/store/uusc_holiday_cards]

UUSC holiday cards are a colorful, fun way to celebrate the holidays, while promoting justice, equity, and compassion in human relations. By purchasing our cards, you support our program partners to advance human rights. UUSC in its effort to promote workers’ rights, civil liberties, the human right to water, and the rights of vulnerable groups in humanitarian crises. Also check out our great gifts.
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All packs are $10. A pack includes 10 cards/envelopes, except the assortment pack which contains 16 cards/envelopes.
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             Worship Services 		     December 2009





A mitten tree will be set up in the foyer for mittens, hats and scarves to be distributed to needy families.  Please bring in new (or gently used) mittens and hats!





Season’s Greetings!
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