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    WORSHIP  SERVICES                          FEBRUARY 2008

1st Unitarian Universalist Society of New Haven,    

     608 Whitney Ave, 


New Haven CT 06511  TC \l1 "
     (203) 562-4410

E-mail: newhavenuu@sbcglobal.net
Website: uunewhaven.org 

Board of Trustees:

  Dave Taylor, Pres.

  Paul Raspe, Treasurer

             Eben Ross, Vice Pres.

  Elizabeth Neuse, Clerk

             Francis E. Braunlich,

              Trustee for Worship

  Sheila Brent , Trustee

  Terri O’Brien-Stephens,

     Trustee  
Gaianne Jenkins, Custodian

Office and Library: 2nd floor

Children’ Program/Child Care in the Children’s               Preschool: in rear

New Haven/Leon Sister Cities Project office 2nd fl

         Newsletter Editor: Elizabeth

                      Neuse

Newsletter deadline: 20th of every month.   Comments, announcements welcome!

Feb. 3, 10:30 am: “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Acceptance, Affirmation and Commitment:  Aspects of Personal Politics.”   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 Reflections on how these principles operate in our lives.  The third principle of Unitarian-Universalism, our focus for this year, affirms acceptance of one another and promotion of spiritual growth in our societies.  Acceptance is not passive tolerance; it arises from the understanding of the commonality that transcends difference,  it leads to mutual respect and to mutual affirmation and—it is to be hoped—to commitment to the nurturing of a richer spiritual community. Coordinated by Francis Braunlich.

Feb. 10, 10:30 am: “Pure Immanence:  Meshworks of Participation.”  Coordinated by Fred Cervin.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Feb. 17, 10:30 am: "The Healing Power of Tears."  A sharing of the power of tears to heal , with instrumental music and guided mediation led by Shula Weinstein, Ben Ross and Philip Greene.

Feb. 24, 10:30 am: “What do we know and how do we know it SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1.”  An unlearning service about sexual orientation and gender identity.   Coordinated by the Welcoming Congregation Committee.

Calendar of FUUS Events

Sat., Feb. 2, 6:00 pm: Potluck & Movie, "The Future of Food",  sponsored by NH Bioregional Group.

Thurs., Feb. 7, 7:30 pm: Worship Committee Meeting. Bring suggestions to the committee: Dave, Sheila, Bob and Terri, Francis, Elizabeth, Mark and Gaianne.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Fri., Feb. 8, 8:00 pm: Christian Fellowship meets.  Contact Bob or Terri for info and to confirm, 467-7868.

Tues., Feb. 12, 7:30 pm: Board Meeting  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1conducting the business of the society.
Thurs., Feb. 14, 7:45 pm:  The Welcoming Congregation Committee meets to discuss the Welcoming program. Open to all.  Contact Dave Taylor 287-9991 for info and to confirm.

Tues., Feb. 19, 7:30 pm: CUUPS (Covenant of UU Pagans) meeting. Topic is still open.  Contact Gaianne at 562-4410 or Francis at 562-0672 or email newhavenuu@sbcglobal.net to put things on the agenda.

Wednesday, Feb. 20, 8:00 pm:  CUUPS will celebrate the TOTAL LUNAR ECLIPSE with an outing and a ritual.  Gather at 8 pm and briefly orient before departing; please be prompt.  Site is not yet determined, so wear shoes to hike in.  If the weather is favorable, it will probably be VERY COLD, so dress very warmly.  This will be an extended event—the eclipse lasts almost to midnight.  Info:  Gaianne 562-0672 or email newhavenuu@sbcglobal.net. 

Community Events:  
Sunday, Feb. 17, 10:30 am-2:30 pm  Act 11 Counseling & Synthesis will hold our next "Open Sunday."  We continue to raise money for wounded vets.  Details: psynnie@aol.com or Cynthia Russell PhD (203) 377-2421.

REsources for Living  BY LYNN UNGAR, MINISTER FOR LIFESPAN LEARNING, CHURCH OF THE  LARGER FELLOWSHIP  online at uua.org/clf

Usually this column is oriented toward children, but somehow now seems like a good time to provide adults with a little orientation to how you might do religious education with children as a Unitarian Universalist, and as a member of the CLF. Here are answers to a few Frequently Asked Questions:

What does “religious education” mean to UUs?

Religious education, or religious learning and growth, is the life-long process by which we come to understand more deeply who we are in the world, what our lives and actions mean, and how we are connected to the past and future of humanity. It is the on-going process of maturing, of growing souls, of coming toward the fullness of our human potential. Religious education is classes, books and conversations, attentive walks in nature and prayerful moments of silence. It is all of the ways we come to appreciate more deeply our connections with “the interdependent web” of life, with the great teachers throughout history, with our neighbors and with the strangers whom we come to understand are our neighbors as well.

Can I give my children both a religious education and the freedom to choose their own beliefs?

In a word, yes. Religious education, at least for Unitarian Universalists, gives people (both children and adults) the opportunity to learn about what the great thinkers of the world have taught us and to explore our own beliefs. Following a “free and responsible search for truth and meaning” (one of our UU principles) should include learning from what has gone before, whether it is UU history, world religions, or sacred texts such as the Bible or the Koran. It should also include opportunities to reflect on our own experiences and beliefs, and to figure out how the teachings of the past inform those beliefs and experiences. People are only free to choose their beliefs if they know what they are choosing among.

Furthermore, most UUs regard ethics and values as being at the heart of religious life. Religious education provides a context for parents to transmit core values such as respect, honesty, compassion, and open-mindedness. Whatever conclusions our children may come to about theological concepts, they will need to learn to embrace and live out life-giving values.

What do I teach my child about God?

The first, and perhaps most difficult, piece of talking with your child about God is to become clear about your own beliefs. Then you are in a position to say: “People have many different ideas about God, and many different pictures in their heads of what God might be like. Since God is not something you can see or touch, there’s no way to say for sure what pictures or ideas might be right, or even whether there is anything at all that it would make sense to call ‘God.’ I think …. What do you think?”

Do you offer anything for adults who want to continue their religious growth?

The Online Learning Center provides a variety of online courses on topics ranging from social justice and ethics to spiritual practices and more at a modest cost. It also hosts Forum bulletin boards on various subjects. The CLF also offers email-based small groups designed to be communities where members can explore significant issues. You can find out more about online communities through the Online Community.  

The Way Crows Really Fly by the Rev. Cynthia B. Johnson, CLF member, from her book The Way Crows Really Fly. 

The wintertime crows fly in at ten o’clock.

They don’t fly the way they are reputed to.

For them, no straight shot, no hint of stick-to-itiveness,

no commitment to complete a journey as the crow flies.

They come from the woods to the south:

a group of three beginning and ending their flight,

free to improvise en route.

They alight in different trees as their stopping places,

varying the height and breadth of the branches they choose.

If they caw, they topple and rebalance like a gyroscope.

Some fly past their daily destination of the feeding station,

looping back, as if to confuse all those who would shadow them,

three large black birds conspicuous against the snow,

pretending they don’t know each other.

I’ve been saving the best part, the very best part:

the way they land and take off in front of my eyes.

Feathered gymnasts, they do little forward rolls

on pointy toes and propel themselves into the air again

like dandelion seeds that can’t decide whether to stay with the grasses

or rise to dance in the wind again.

The crow’s flight is a journey fueled by imagination,

an improvisation of whimsy,

by dancers who are not bound by gravity.
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