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Worship Services

February 2009

Feb. 1, 10:30 am: “The Iron Vine on the Earth.” While Venus, as the Evening Star, brightens and descends into the Sun, we celebrate the waxing daylight, the turning of the cold, and the rising of the sap in the trees.  Ground Hog's day, Imbolg, Candlemas, and Brigid's day--these are all different yet the same.  With breath, song, and healing we will welcome in the new season.  Coordinated by CUUPs. 

Feb. 8, 10:30 am: “First Robin.” A service hoping for Spring, featuring music and words by Philip Greene, Shula Weinstein and Ben Ross. Coordinated by the Ben Ross and Shula Weinstein.
Feb. 15, 10:30 am: “Storytime.”  Have you been challenged by reading/listening to any of the new atheist writers or dipped into Buddhism lately?  Either or both may be routes to spiritual growth, the subject this participatory service.  Coordinated by Sheila Brent.

Feb. 22, 10:30 am: " President's Day." To celebrate President's day, we will look at the faiths of some of our founding fathers, how it shaped their vision for a new nation, and some of the religious issues that arose in Colonial America.   Coordinated by Steve Hall.  

Calendar of FUUS Events

Tues., Feb. 3, 7:30 pm: Worship Committee. Everyone is encouraged to submit his/her suggestions to the committee: Sheila, Terri, Gaianne, Elizabeth, Steve and Francis.

Sat., Feb. 7, Potluck 6:00 pm, Talk 7:00 pm: NH Bioregional Group. The Infoshop folks will be talking about some of their activities such as Food Not Bombs, dumpster diving, and guerrilla gardening, as well as sharing their views on politics, localism, and people power. Info: fred.cervin@sbcglobal.net. 

Mon., Feb 9, 8:00 –9:00 pm: Transition Handbook by Rob Hopkins--A Reading/Study/Discussion Group, sponsored by the Bioregional Group. Learning how to cope with the end of oil.  Info: Fred Cervin
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Fri., Feb. 13, 8:00 pm: FUUS Christian Fellowship meeting.  Call Bob or Terri at 469-7868 or bstephens1@mindspring.com  to confirm  or for details.

Sat., Feb. 14, 11:00 am: Garden Planning with the New Haven Bioregional Group. We will be looking through seed books, talking about steps to start seedlings, and planning what to plant. Info:  mariatupper@gmail.com
Thurs., Feb. 19, 7:30 pm: Board meeting, conducting the business of the society.
Fri., Feb. 20, 7:30 pm: 9th Square Circle (CUUPS) meeting. CUUPS CHANGE:  We are switching our CUUPs meeting to Friday (still at 7: 30 PM though) to better accommodate schedules.  If this works, we may make it permanent.  Agenda will be assembled and announced. Info: Gaianne, 562-4410.
Sat., Feb. 21: NH Bioregional Group Peter’s Rock Walkabout -- Save the date. More info will be posted. Info: mariatupper@gmail.com or newhavenbioregionalgroup.org
Last week of Feb, 7:30 pm:  Drum Circle. Day--Tuesday or Friday?  We will settle and announce it soon.  Everyone, all ages welcome.  All acoustic instruments welcomed.  Info:  Gaianne, 562-4410.

Community Calendar

Mon., Feb. 2, 6 pm.: Reclaiming the Prophetic Voice marks the cost of the continuing war in Iraq by placing the January stone on the Memorial Cairn at the intersection of Broadway, Elm and Park sts.
Sat., Feb. 7, 7:00 pm:  Just Harmony Concert for Columbus House Overflow Shelter at Unitarian Society of New Haven,700 Hartford Tpk, Hamden. Coffeehouse concert with desserts and beverages. $10 adult, $5 children. 401-4400 x106 www.columbushouse.org
Fri.-Sun., Feb. 20-22: Rebellious Lawyering Conference at Yale Law School, 127 Wall St. Keynote speakers Van Jones and Stephen Bright. Registration $30, free for Yale, New Haven, UConn and Quinnipiac U. members. Info: www.law.yale.edu/reblaw, Reblawfriends@mailman.yale.edu,
http://mailman.yale.edu/mailman/listinfo/reblawfriends


Saturday, Feb.21, 12:00 noon: The Underground Railroad, Part 1, New Haven Green. A recreation of slaves’ journey, with Abolitionists, African drums, dance and music. Info: S.W.A.N.A. Women’s Support Group (Sisters With A New Attitude) 203-498-4184 ext. 15, swananewhaven@yahoo.com
Sat.-Sun., Feb. 28-Mar. 1, : Act 11 Counseling & Synthesis, Stratford Center continues classes in spiritual psychology: techniques for therapists and self care, mindfulness and meditation.  Sunday is "Open Sunday," anyone welcome!!! Bring a sandwich & network with our community of 40+. We continue to raise money for cancer, AIDS, & wounded vets. RSVP for details. Cynthia Russell PhD  203 377-2421
Splinters from the Board of Trustees’  Meeting, Thurs. Jan. 29:

The Treasurer noted the donation of $144 by the crafters at the Bioregional Craft Fair on Dec. 13.

The Garden Group, aka, Bioregional Group, would like to cut down some trees in the lot which are shading the garden in front.  After discussion it was decided that Ben would call an ex-arborist to get his opinion on the trees in the lot, which ones could be removed, and the going rates.

Dave Taylor is planning to attend the UUA General Assembly, June 24-28 in Salt Lake City, Utah.  He is applying for a grant from the UUA to help pay fees for the conference.

The Better Home and Garden Committee (BHGC) gave a report:  they have looked at areas of concern, the kitchen, lobby, office and library.  They are proposing to have a party for the congregation to come and pull up the linoleum in the kitchen, followed by supper and fellowship.  They would like suggestions about possible changes needed in the meeting room and lobby and propose arranging the office more efficiently to make it a meeting space as well as computer/copying room.  Ben proposed a photo gallery above/instead of the bulletin board of historical pictures as well as members.  The basement is in the process of being cleaned out.

Worship services are not yet planned for May and June.  Suggestions are welcome.

The FUUS computer is not functioning well.  Dave is replacing it with his wife’s computer, a donation, and will install McAffee virus protection.  The next Board meeting is Thurs., Feb. 19.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Blessed be the earth, and all who dwell upon it.

We give thanks for the season now departing from us,

For the blessings it has bestowed upon us,

And upon those with whom we share this world.

 Blessed be the new season.

We pray that it will be a time filled with peace,

With abundance, with prosperity,

With wisdom,

With love.

Blessed be all who share this feast.

Let us now prepare for the time ahead

By opening our hearts, and our minds, and our spirits.

Blessed be.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
From an email from Uus for Justice in the Middle East:  Susan Nye apparently is too bashful to tell you of our little project this past Sunday at the UU church in Harvard Square .  At her suggestion, we had a table during coffee hour where we encouraged people to sign pre-printed letters to Pres. Obama urging him to address the humanitarian tragedy in Gaza , and to include Hamas in discussions, and congratulating him on his appointment of George Mitchell.  Each signed letter was also copied to Secretary [Clinton], Geo. Mitchell, the two Mass. Senators, and the Representative from the district of the signer of the letter.  About 40 people signed letters.  A volunteer from the chapter made all the copies on Monday, and addressed all the envelopes, and our office applied the postage and mailed them.  We also had a display board filled with 10 5X7 color prints of the horrible Israeli attack on the UNRWA school, which attracted quite a bit of attention.

 Thank you, Susan, for arranging for this!  I hope other chapters are doing things.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Don McInness, Chair, UUs for Justice in the Middle East

Here is a copy of the letter:

January 25, 2009      

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington , DC 20500

Dear President Obama:

            I write to express my deep concern about the humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip.  Recent Israeli attacks have resulted in widespread death and destruction, most of it borne by civilians who are not part of Hamas. 

I urge you to (1) provide aid to the people of Gaza for health, reconstruction and a normal life, (2) ensure that the border remains open for a free flow of food and other goods, and (3) give priority to creating a permanent and just peace between Israel and the Palestinians, the best and probably only path away from violence.  In these efforts, we have no choice but to engage with Hamas.  The facts are that Hamas controls the Gaza Strip and appears strengthened in popularity by the Israeli attack on Gaza .  In contrast, Fatah is weakened by years of inability to achieve a satisfactory peace with Israel .

I applaud your appointment of former Senator Mitchell as Special Envoy to the Middle East , indicating the immediacy and gravity with which you view the matter of a peaceful end to this conflict.

Thank you for your consideration.

                                                            Sincerely,

Copies to:  Secretary Hillary Clinton; George J. Mitchell; Senator Edward M. Kennedy; Senator John F. Kerry; Congressman Michael E. Capuano
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   Dave Taylor, President

   Paul Raspe, Treasurer
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Office and Library: 2nd floor
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Newsletter Editor: Elizabeth Neuse

Newsletter deadline: 20th of every month.   Comments, announcements welcome!

