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First Unitarian Universalist 

   Society of New Haven

     608 Whitney Avenue

     New Haven CT 06511

     203-562-4410

E-mail: newhavenuu@sbcglobal.net
Website: uunewhaven.org 
Board of Trustees:

    Dave Taylor, Pres.

    Paul Raspe, Treasurer

    Ben Ross, Vice Pres.

    Elizabeth Neuse, Clerk

    Francis Braunlich, 

       Trustee for Worship

    Maria Pinango, Trustee

    Steve Hall, Trustee  

Gaianne Jenkins, Custodian

Office and Library: 2nd floor

Children’s Program in the Children’s Preschool: in rear

New Haven/Leon Sister Cities Project: office 2nd floor

Newsletter Editor: Elizabeth 

   Neuse    

Newsletter deadline: 20th of 

every month.   Comments,  announcements welcome! 
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sunday, Feb. 7, 10:30 a.m.  “Personal Politics XXX[?]: We are here to…."   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1In his Dec. service Steve had us consider what brought us here and what keeps us here. We continue that discussion into the area of what we prefer to do here.  The question of mission is individual and existential as much as communal or institutional.  If we wish to weave the personal with the political then we will profit from considering the creative intersection of our own desires and needs (our own spiritual growth) with the needs and means of spiritual growth of the society.  Coordinated by Francis Braunlich and Steve Hall.

Sunday, Feb. 14, 10:30 a.m. “Our Meeting House.”  The Dec. service “Why are we here” did not inspire the response: “to care for the meeting house.”  Can we discuss upkeep, renewal and change, including color, without rancor?  Let’s try!   Service coordinated by Sheila Brent and Theresa Bergherr.

Sunday, Feb. 21, 10:30 a.m. "The Emperor of the United States." This year, for Presidents' Day we will depart from the founding fathers and talk about Norton the First, Emperor of the United States. Also, a story for the children.  Service coordinated by Steve Hall.

Sunday, Feb. 28, 7:30 p.m. "Under Erasure:  The Loss of Irrevocable Life Decisions within the Regime of Liquid Modernity."  We will be looking together at the challenges and mysteries of personal identity and the quest for meaning in our strange times.  Coordinated by Fred Cervin. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Calendar of Other FUUS Events 
Wednesday, Feb. 3, 7:30 p.m.  Worship Committee meeting, planning services for 2010.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 Submit suggestions to the committee: Francis, Gaianne, Terri, Sheila, Steve, Elizabeth, Mark.

Tuesday, Feb. 9, 7:30 p.m. Buddhist Dharma Group.  All are welcome!

Wednesday, Feb. 10, 7:30 p.m.  Board of Trustees meeting,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1conducting the business of the society.

Friday, Feb. 12, 8:00 p.m.: Christian Fellowship meets.  Contact Bob or Terri for info and to confirm, 467-7868.

Tuesday, Feb. 23, 7:30 p.m. Ultimate Tuesday Drumming at the Meetinghouse.  All ages, all acoustic instruments welcome.  Contact Steve 203-288-0303  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1or Gaianne Jenkins 203-562-4410 for details.

Friday, Feb. 26, 7:30 p.m.:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CUUPs meeting, planning for Ostare.  Contact Francis (203-562-0672) or Gaianne (203-563-4410) for more info.
Community Events:

Monday, Feb. 1, 6:00 p.m. Reclaiming the Prophetic Voice marks the cost of continuing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, placing the Dec.  stone on the Memorial Cairn at the corner of Broadway, Elm and Park sts in New Haven, inscribed with Dec. totals of US military personnel and approx. number of civilians killed in Afghanistan and Iraq.  Join us in this public reminder the wars are not over.

Wednesday, Feb. 3, 7 p.m. Black History Month address “We’re Someplace We’ve Never Been: Race, Diversity and the New America,” by Eugene Robinson, Washington Post reporter. Alumni Hall, Quinnipiac U., Mt. Carmel Ave., Hamden. 

Sat., Feb. 6, 6 p.m. Potluck and 7 p.m. film “In Transition 1.0” – the first detailed film about the Transition movement–how communities are responding to peak oil and climate change. Bring a dish to share or come for the movie. 1st UU Society. Info: Maria Tupper mariatupper@gmail.com.

Saturday, Feb. 13, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. New Haven Open Forum- "The Economy is going down, how can we keep up?" How can we build a resilient local economy to foster sustainable livelihood?

3rd Open Space: Economy & Livelihood, Common Ground HS, 358 Springside Ave. Bring your ideas to this Open Space format gathering. Bring food to share; drinks provided. Cost $15. Childcare provided–call in advance. Info and to register: Bernard Brennan (203) 288-0001, BernardTransition@me.com or Maria Tupper mariatupper@gmail.com
Wednesday, Feb. 17, 6 p.m.  Elm Street Book Group discusses Three Cups of Tea, Greg Mortenson's account of his mission to promote peace by building schools in Pakistan. No charge, free parking. NH Main Library, 133 Elm St. Info: (203) 946-8835 or www.3cups.eventbrite.com
Wednesday, Feb. 17, 6 p.m. The City of New Haven Peace Commission will hold its Annual Public Hearing on “The Impact of the Illegal Wars on New Haven and YOU.” Aldermanic Chambers, City Hall, 165 Church St.

Saturday, Feb. 20, 2 p.m. Celebrate Chinese New Year, the year of the Tiger, with a talent show, riddles, games, crafts and Chinese food. All ages welcome. NH Main Library, 133 Elm St

Saturday & Sunday, Feb. 20-21, 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  Act II Counseling Service. Sat.: Group process—How to run a group; family process and projections; & genograms. Sun.: What is the higher self? Bring a sandwich; we serve coffee and cookies. Stratford Center (right next to the library). Sliding scale; contributions for Haiti. Info: Cynthia Russell PhD (203) 377-2421; psynnie@aol.com.
Splinters from the Board Meeting, Jan. 12, 2010
Changes to the meeting room were discussed.  Theresa would like to paint the room but also is concerned about replacing the carpet.  Steve recommended a laminate for ease of upkeep.  The room was originally two rooms with slightly different wood paneling and the floors were uneven, preventing the floor from being refinished.  Also the carpet helps to dampen the sound.  The board agreed to have a professional consultant/decorator advise us on how to make the room/building more inviting.
Bob Stephens would like the Board to pay half the cost of removing a bunch of trees from the lot at 610 Whitney Ave.  He wants the society to take a more active part in the Garden and the Bioregional Group, as well as in the Preschool.  The Bioregional Group now has a link to our web site and has a new sign in recognition of FUUS and its role. Bob made a motion to pay the Bioregional Group $125 towards the removal of the trees, but the motion was tabled since the total cost was only estimated and has yet to be determined.

Yanique reported on her activities as director of Green Cities/Green Villages.  FUUS is acting as a sponsor for her group, until GCGV attains non-profit status.  She hopes to have non-profit status soon.  They have not received any grants yet.  A few contributions have paid for her Dec. seminar in Boston.  She is still looking for an office.  Her website is now up—www.gcgv.net— and she has made contacts in MA, NY and NH.  She is hoping to target her projects in Haiti and sub-Saharan Africa.
"UUA board considers far-reaching governance reform." By Jane Greer, 1.25.10   http://www.uuworld.org/news/articles/157757.shtml?n   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Task force advocates fewer delegates, biennial schedule, and subsidies to boost congregational participation.  Trustees plan to propose changes to General Assembly, trim board, and formalize new regional structure; election changes placed on 2010 GA agenda. 
2010 General Assembly in Minneapolis, MN, will try new schedule-- Plenaries will be held on the weekend, workshops on Thursday and Friday.  General Assembly, the annual gathering of thousands of Unitarian Universalists, may be about to undergo some dramatic changes.  Those changes could include holding GA every other year instead of annually, reducing the number of authorized delegates from around 5,000 to 2,000, and subsidizing delegates.
UUSC President Steps Down to Accept Major Human Rights Position at Harvard University

Charlie Clements, UUSC president for the past six-and-a-half years, will be stepping down from his role as the organization’s chief executive officer to accept a new position as head of a major human rights research and teaching institution at Harvard University.

Clements will continue to lead UUSC through a transition period before assuming full responsibilities in February as executive director of the Carr Center for Human Rights Policy at Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of Government.

UUSC Board of Trustees Chair Rev. John Gibbons said that while he is disappointed that Clements is leaving, it is completely understandable why the Carr Center would want him in its primary executive leadership position.

“Charlie has transformed UUSC so positively,” said Gibbons. “By attracting a world-class staff, smartly strategizing and by passionately engaging our membership, Charlie has made UUSC a hotbed of human rights activism. He has put UUSC at the go-to center of local, national, and international justice-making.”

Gibbons said that because of the work that Clements has done to grow and strengthen UUSC, he is confident the organization will continue to attract robust leadership. He said the board is already working to ensure that during the transition process, UUSC stays strong and effective in our commitment to program partners and our mission.

Clements said he does not consider his move as an end to his formal relationship with UUSC, but rather as a transition that will open exciting new opportunities for both the Service Committee and the Carr Center to advance our mutually supportive missions.

Clements, a widely respected human rights activist and public health physician, has served as president of UUSC since August 2003.

Clara Barton District of the UUA (www.cbd.uua.org). 

Annual Meeting, April 10, 2010 - Save the Date

The Clara Barton District Annual Meeting and Spring Conference will be held on Saturday, April 10, 2010 at Nichols College, Dudley, MA.  Our keynote speaker this year is Rev. Harlan Limpert, Vice President of Ministries & Congregational Support at the UUA.  Workshops will be offered. Get this important date on your calendar! More information will follow.

CBD newsletter has been emailed to announce new learning and leadership development opportunities for lay and professional leaders in CBD congregations in 2010. These programs are made possible by the intentional collaboration with the 3 other New England Districts and are open to congregations throughout New England.  Offerings include:

Ten Good Ideas for Small Congregations, Wednesday, February 10, 2010 or Thursday, February 11, 2010
7:00 pm to 8:30 pm, Free WEBINAR.  Registration deadline, February 4.

Policy Governance - Another Way to Work, Saturday, March 13, 2010, 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, Hamden, CT

Creating Sanctuary - Best Practices for Safe Congregations,  Saturday, March 27, 2010, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm, Weston, MA
Leading Through Change - (Registration materials will be posted in January 2010.)  Saturday, May 8, 2010, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm, Springfield, MA

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Democracy Now! has covered the effect of US action on Haiti for over a decade. Here are a few enlightening Democracy Now! reports, also available online:

    * “Bush Was Responsible for Destroying Haitian Democracy”–Randall Robinson on Obama Tapping Bush to Co-Chair of US Relief Efforts, Jan.15, 2010.  A discussion with TransAfrica founder Randall Robinson, author of An Unbroken Agony: Haiti, from Revolution to the Kidnapping of a President. On President Obama tapping former President Bill Clinton and former President George W Bush to co-chair US relief efforts in Haiti, Robinson says, “Bush was responsible for destroying Haitian democracy…Clinton has largely sponsored a program of economic development that supports the idea of sweatshops… but that is not what we should focus on now. We should focus on saving lives.”
      *US Policy in Haiti: “Why Impact of Natural Disaster Is So Severe,” Jan. 14, 2010.  A discussion of the situation in Haiti following Tuesday’s massive earthquake, as well as the history of Haiti, with two guests who have spent a lot of time there: Bill Quigley, the legal director at the Center for Constitutional Rights, and Brian Concannon, director of the Institute for Justice & Democracy in Haiti.

    *“The US Role in Haiti’s Food Riots,” Apr. 24, 2008.  As people around the world continue to protest the soaring prices of basic food items, the World Food Program has described the crisis as a silent tsunami.

Recent Articles on Local Efforts to Send Aid to Haiti:

GROCER WAS READY TO HELP HAITI by Allan Appel, Jan. 19, 2010, in the New Haven Independent 

On-Line Newspaper.

“There won’t be Haitian mangoes in the aisle of Edge of the Woods this year. There will be ample rice, beans, and medical supplies at two spots in Port-au-Prince, thanks to Edge owner Peter Dodge and his customers….”

HAITI RELIEF EFFORT GROUP HAITI MARYCARE SHIFTS INTO HIGH GEAR by Pamela McLoughlin, 

Jan. 18, 2010, in the New Haven Register.

“Pediatric nurse practitioner Mary Lou Ryder-Larking said she went to church and the grocery store Sunday ‘just to feel normal’ after days of worrying about getting aid to Haiti and its people.  Larking…is medical director of Haiti Marycare…”

UPDATES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE ONLINE FROM THE VARIOUS ORGANIZATIONS.

E-mail from Elizabeth Hess, 1/26/10:
Knowing how to reach out to the victims of the earthquake in Haiti has been overwhelming at best.  

My friend Peter Dodge is the owner of Edge of the Woods, the health food store on Whalley Avenue.  He has been part of a group that has been working in Haiti for years.  They built two schools there and make regular trips.  The schools were strongly built and were not affected by the earthquake but the surrounding area was devastated.  Two groups of medical caregivers have already made the trip down since the quake and Peter is going down with the next group.  Below is a list of what is needed... there is a great big storage pod outside of the store (379 Whalley Avenue, phone:  203.787-1055), you just lift up the blue door and put your contributions inside.  

NON-FOOD ITEMS:  (Non-food items need not be new, but must be in good shape)

blankets

sheets

tarps

rope

tents

folding yard chairs

children's shoes

flashlights

water testing kits

work masks

buckets

kitchen supplies (utensils, pots, pans, cups)

sports equipment

art supplies

towels

tools (shovels, pickaxes)

FOOD ITEMS:

baby formula

protein powder

milk powder

vitamins

baby cereal

nuts, dried fruit, energy bars, etc.

MEDICAL SUPPLIES:

bandages, first aid, antibiotics, soap, hand sanitizers



What Happened in Copenhagen and Why? Eyewitness Accounts from Participants  
2-3:15 pm, Friday Jan. 29 (reception to follow),  Burke Auditorium, Kroon Hall
TheYale Climate and Energy Institute (YCEI) Student Congress invites you to a panel featuring:

 - Dr. Rajendra K. Pachauri YCEI Director and IPCC Chair

 - Brad Gentry Senior Lecturer and UNFCCC Secretariat

 - Nasser Brahim Alliance of Small Island States Secretariat

 - Kartikeya Singh Maldives Delegation

 - Angel Hsu Green Leap Forward Blogger

 - Other participants to be confirmed

What were the Copenhagen negotiations all about? What was it like to be there and how do the negotiations really operate? What does the agreement mean for future climate change policy? This December Yale had a major presence at Copenhagen, with over fifty students and several faculty and staff members attending in various capacities: supporting national delegations, working for the secretariat, blogging, lobbying, and learning about the process. Come hear personal accounts of these experiences as well as analysis of the conference outcomes and process. Short panel presentations will be followed by an extensive question and answer session.

New Haven Open Forum- "The Economy is going down, how can we keep up?"

How can we build a resilient local economy to foster sustainable livelihood?

Sat, Feb 13, 10 AM-5 PM, Common Ground High School, 358 Springside Ave, New Haven

Have you ever had that niggling feeling that something is wrong with the economy?  We certainly have, and we want to explore how we could do things in a more people and nature-friendly way.  We would like to support a process of creating a more sustainable, equitable and resilient economy in the Greater New Haven area.

    * How will peak oil and climate change affect our local businesses?  Profit margins?

    * What would it take to launch a local currency in our area?

    * What new business opportunities will emerge as energy costs rise and climate changes?

    * How might local businesses network and form alliances to build greater resilience in the Greater New Haven area? 

Are there alternative business models or legal structures which would be appropriate in a time of transition?

Bring your ideas, inspirations, experiences and passion to this Open Space format gathering and help unlock the genius of this community

Bring Food to Share-­Beverages  Provided.  Suggested Donation $15    Child Care Available: Call in Advance

For more information and to register contact:  Bernard Brennan 203-288-0001 or BernardTransition@me.com or Maria Tupper mariatupper@gmail.com  

Community level responses for creating a sustainable future

Keynote by James Howard Kunstler, the author of The Long Emergency, Geography of Nowhere, World Made by Hand, and several other books. He is a leading expert on peak oil and its ramifications to our society. 

Saturday, March 6, 2010,  Gelston House, East Haddam

Earth Charter Community of the Lower Valley.  Visit www.earthcharterct.org to buy tickets.  

    Our annual summit event is scheduled for Saturday, March 6, 2010 from 4 to 8 PM at the Gelston House in East Haddam. This is a gala affair featuring a keynote address by James Howard Kunstler, delicious appetizers, a cash bar and a panel discussion about the Transition Town initiative. It is a must-see event!

    Tickets are only $20 before February 14th  - and $25 thereafter. We are encouraging everyone to buy two tickets by January 15th to minimize our financial exposure on this project. Go to www.earthcharterct.org to buy tickets.    Doors open at 3:30 PM for complementary snacks. We'll feature the keynote address from 4 to 5:30, then hors'd'oeuvres and a live panel discussion focusing on community level responses for creating a sustainable future.

CT Energy Efficiency Fund/ TechniArt  Fundraiser for Non-Profits

TechniArt, in partnership with the Connecticut Energy Efficiency Fund, has developed “Shining Solutions” -- a fundraising program that promotes the use of CFL bulbs. Schools, faith-based groups and non-profit organizations are encouraged to join this campaign to help save the environment one light bulb at a time. All participating schools and groups will earn 50 percent profit on every CFL sold. “This is the ideal fundraiser because everyone wins with the Shining Solutions program,” explains Greg Roche, Program Manager of Shining Solutions. “All participants, especially students, will be exposed to the important educational message of energy conservation. The fundraising sponsor will earn 50 percent profit and the community as a whole will help to create a cleaner environment all while saving money on their energy bill.”

To achieve the annual goal of 1.3 million pounds of CO2 reduction in Connecticut, the Shining Solutions fundraising program must sell 32,500 bulbs by the end of the year. If your school or group would like to learn more about conducting a CFL fundraiser, contact Greg Roche at 860.978.5043 or visit the website: www.shiningsolutionsfundraiser.com.

Clean Energy In the Media

Interesting Home Solar System video

> This unique system combines a 5.4 kW solar PV system and a 3 panel solar hot water system in one "roof integrated" system. It includes a third, "heat recovery" system where air circulates under the panels and is heated on sunny winter days and brings the warm air into the house.

From John Rountree, Westport: http://www.laskyfilms.com/wsc/

Groundhog Day  February 2010 Quest

Celebrate this unlikely oracle,

this ball of fat and fur,

whom we so mysteriously endow

with the power to predict spring.

Let's hear it for the improbable heroes who,

frightened at their own shadows,

nonetheless unwittingly work miracles.

Why shouldn't we believe

this peculiar rodent holds power

over sun and seasons in his stubby paw?

Who says that God is all grandeur and glory?

Unnoticed in the earth, worms

are busily, brainlessly, tilling the soil.

Field mice, all unthinking, have scattered

seeds that will take root and grow.

Grape hyacinths, against all reason,

have been holding up green shoots beneath the snow.

How do you think that spring arrives?

There is nothing quieter, nothing

more secret, miraculous, mundane.

Do you want to play your part

in bringing it to birth? Nothing simpler.

Find a spot not too far from the ground

and wait.

Poem by Lynn Ungar CLF minister for lifespan learning
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Please Note:  New Phone Number:  Sheila Brent -- 203-927-4667.  New Email Address:  Dave Taylor -- � HYPERLINK mailto:davida.taylor@comcast.net ��davida.taylor@comcast.net�  
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