
      608 Whitney Avenue, New Haven CT 06511   203-562-4410

    E-mail: newhavenuu@sbcglobal.net   Website: uunewhaven.org
February  Worship Services: Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

Child Care provided
February 5:  "Personal Politics: the Politics of the Generative Community" Why are we the Road Less Travelled"? Is it because we are an ungovernable lot of quirky individuals or because we genuinely embrace the process of realizing what Fred Cervin has called "the dynamic and lively potential of the life of a small congregation", which depends on the "trans-personal creative flow in our life together"?  As usual the hope is that people will speak from their experiences, from how they have felt the spirit within, and not from theory.   Coordinated by Francis Braunlich
 February 12: "The Sacred Cooking Pot." (or, The congregation itself is the real deal.). Coordinated by Fred Cervin. After the service, join the House and Garden Committee in interchanging the library and the office.
February 19: "President's Day: Wielding the "Big Stick" on Lawless Big Business." The struggle against Big Business has, from time to time, been fought from the Oval Office. From Trust-Busting to the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency, a look at some examples of the President siding with the little guy and doing the right thing. Coordinated by Steve Hall.
February 26: "Honoring Our Ancestors." Wordsworth said "The child is the father of the man." In this service, we'll be honoring our younger selves - s/he who has given birth to the person we are today. Please come prepared with a recollection of yourself, a picture, song, or poem from your younger days. I invite you to leave regret and recrimination at the door and honor this encounter. Coordinated by Theresa Bergherr.
CALENDAR OF OTHER FUUS EVENTS:       TC \l3 "
Wednesday, Feb. 1, 7:30 p.m.  Worship Committee meeting, planning services for the winter. Submit suggestions to the committee: Steve, Francis, Gaianne, Sheila, Elizabeth, Mark and Fred.
Tuesday, Feb. 7, 7:30 p.m. Buddhist Dharma Group.  All are welcome!
Wednesday, Feb. 8, 7:30 p.m.  Board of Trustees  meeting, conducting the business of the society.
Sunday, Feb. 12, noon. House and Garden Committee meeting.
Wednesday, Feb. 15, 7:30 p.m.: CUUPs (Coven of UU Pagans) meeting.  Contact Francis (203-562-0672) or Gaianne (203-563-4410) for more info.
Wednesday, Feb. 22, 7:30 p.m.: Thinking the Sacred Earth meeting. Contact Mark Mitsock for readings and topics: 203-878-1687.
Tuesday, Feb. 28, 7:30 p.m. Ultimate Tuesday Drumming at the Meetinghouse.  All ages, all acoustic instruments welcome.  Contact Steve Hall 203-288-0303 or Gaianne Jenkins 203-562-4410 for details.
Wednesday, Feb. 29, 6:30 p.m. Potluck and Rossini's fifty-third birthday bash. Gioachino Antonio Rossini (1792-1868) began composing in 1804. He retired from opera composition in 1829, composed part of a Stabat Mater between 1832 and 1841, and then took on a new career as a famous chef.  The phrase "alla Rossini" can be found in cookbooks. He never totally abandoned composition and continued with various works until near his death. Please bring your favorite Italian (or other) dish to share in a potluck and your favorite Rossini recording. (He would be fifty-five except that 1800 and 1900 were not leap years.)
COMMUNITY EVENTS
Saturday, Feb. 4, 6 p.m. Full Moon Walk Sandy Point, West Haven. Meet at 608 Whitney Ave, New Haven, 5:30 p.m. to carpool or 6 p.m. at Captain’s Galley Lot, 19 Beach Street, West Haven. Info: http://newhavenbioregionalgroup.org/upcoming-events/
Monday, Feb. 6, 6 p.m. Reclaiming the Prophetic Voice again marks the cost of the continuing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan by placing the Jan. stone on the Memorial Cairn at the intersection of Broadway, Elm and Park streets, inscribed with the Jan. death total of US military personnel and the approximate numbers of Iraqi and Afghani civilians killed. A public reminder that the wars are not over. 
Thursday, February 16, 5:30 p.m. (Doors open 5:15 p.m.) Movie Soylent Green. NH Free Library, 133 Elm St., Basement Community Room. “A dystopian future suffering from pollution, overpopulation, deplete resources, poverty, dying oceans, and a hot climate due to the greenhouse effect. Much of the population survives on processed food rations, including soylent green.” Bring a snack to share. Free. Info:
http://newhavenbioregionalgroup.org/upcoming-events/
Tuesday, Feb. 21, 5 p.m. “The Place in History of the Black Panther Movement in the African American Struggle for Freedom, Social and Economic Justice,” with Yohuru Rasheed Williams, Assoc. Professor of History and Director of Black Studies, Fairfield U.  February Black History Month Presentation of the Amistad Committee, Inc., CT Freedom Trail Committee. Free. United Church Of Christ, 217 Dixwell Ave. The site of the historic Black Panther Trials, New Haven was the focus of hysterical national and local attention. 

Saturday, February 25, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Fair Haven Sustainability Walking Tour, led by Aaron Goode. Meet at Fair Haven Furniture, 72 Blatchley. The walk include: Phoenix Press Wind Turbine, English Station, Brown Fields redevelopment, Grand Paint, the Mill River. More info to come, check our website. http://newhavenbioregionalgroup.org/upcoming-events/


INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP?  Newcomers interested in joining the soci\ety should please contact Bob Stephens, Gaianne Jenkins or Sheila Brent. Talks on UU  history, how our fellowship functions, and much more will start on Sunday, February 12 at noon. While the talks are required for membership, we welcome all who are curious, those expecting to become members or those at the curious stage. Contact Bob Stephens 203- 469-7868 or Gaianne Jenkins 203-562-4410 as soon as possible for more details. 
Inspiring Congregational Growth: A CBD Workshop with Rev. Stefan Jonasson, UUA Large Congregations Director  March 3, 2012 - 9:00 AM to 2:30 PM  First Parish Church in Weston, MA 

 Healthy, dynamic congregations grow. There is an irresistible energy in these places: a sense of collective purpose, strong ministry, covenantal relationships, and infectious joy. This kind of energy often leads to numerical growth in membership, but more importantly it supports the spiritual depth and maturity of the community, helps the congregation learn and change, and inspires folks to make their faith manifest in the world. This is congregational growth at its deepest. 

The good news is that we can help our congregations make way for all these kinds of growth.  Our presenter for the day will be Rev. Stefan Jonasson, our UUA's Director of Growth Strategies.  He's an engaging, funny, deeply experienced workshop leader who will help participants:

    engage growth strategies that work

    understand and prepare for different types of growth

    re-orient church leadership toward mission-based growth

    learn about special considerations for growing larger and smaller congregations

This training will be especially appropriate for ministers, board members, membership committees, religious educators, and anyone involved in congregational mission/vision/planning.  We especially encourage teams of leaders to attend together.    REGISTER NOW! (Deadline: February 27)   Individuals: $75

Congregational teams of 4 to 6: $300

JOIN US AT CONNECTICUT INSTITUTE FOR PSYCHOSYNTHESIS
 We invite you to join us for our holistic classes this winter and spring, February 11 & 12, 2012

Whether you are new to seeking your path, or a graduate of a psychosynthesis program, you are welcome to attend one or both days.  The Stratford Center offers reasonable rates, sliding scale fees and work swaps. PLEASE invite a friend or colleague (first time no charge). All classes are taught by professional counselors.

 Starting Time: 10:30A.M.   Location: Act 11 Counseling Service. Stratford Center next to the library

Feb 11, Saturday: Circle and classes

10:30am - 11:00am Circle; 11:00am -   2:30pm Classes: "Mindfully Locate your Authentic Self," with Donna Reisinger; "Letting Go & Moving Forward," with Rosalind Till; 12:30pm -  1:30pm  Brown Bag Lunch (bring a sandwich and join us around the table) Suggested Fees: Students: Introductory class $35; Weekend $125 - include printed materials & supervision. Graduates: $25  

 Feb 12, Sunday: Circle, prayer basket, networking, classes and "Jewelry and Book Sale" 10:30am - 12:00pm  Circle, Nondenominational Prayer Basket and Networking.  Donation.  12:00pm - 12:30pm  Brown Bag Lunch (bring a sandwich and join us around the table); 12:30pm -   2:30pm  Afternoon Workshop "Whole person self care, and practice" with Carolann Lucia  Workshop fee: $20

PLEASE NOTE: RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED - so we can prepare handouts. To reserve your space please RSVP, or for further details please contact Cynthia Russell PhD at:  203 377-2421 or email: psynnie@aol.com

 Jewelry and Book Sale on Sunday!
Sat., Feb. 4 Day of Action: No Sanctions! No War Against Iran!

11AM, 141 Church Street, New Haven

The ANSWER Coalition is calling on everyone to join a demonstration or to organize one on the National Day of Action on Saturday, February 4, to demand: "No War on Iran, No Sanctions, No Intervention, No Assassinations."

The U.S.-led campaign to bring about regime change is escalating. Just today, the European Union announced a complete embargo of Iranian oil. Taken together with the other economic sanctions imposed by the U.S. and its allies, this is a campaign meant to impose maximum suffering on the people of Iran by destabilizing and destroying the country’s economy. At the same time, covert action inside the country, including assassinations, sabotage and drone over flights, is intensifying. U.S. military bases surround Iran, while nuclear-armed U.S. aircraft carriers and Trident submarines sit right off its cost.

The pretext for this aggression against another country in the strategic Persian Gulf region is that Iran is developing nuclear weapons, an assertion that Iranian leaders have denied. The utter hypocrisy of this charge by the world’s leading nuclear weapons power and its nuclear-armed allies, including Israel, Britain and France, could not be clearer.

U.S. seeks to repeat history

Sixty years ago, the U.S. and British imposed a worldwide embargo on Iranian oil in response to the nationalization of the country’s petroleum resources by the Mossadegh government, the first democratically elected government in Iran’s history. The embargo weakened the government enough so that in 1953 the U.S. CIA was able to carry out a coup, and place the Shah (king) back on the throne. For the next 25 years, the Shah served a extremely brutal agent of the U.S., killing up to 100,000 Iranians in the regime’s notorious torture chambers, and turning the country’s resources over to U.S. oil companies and banks.

Twenty-one years ago the U.S. pushed the UN Security Council a total blockade of Iraq. Thirteen years of sanctions killed more than a million Iraqis and severely weakened the country, paving the way for the 2003 invasion and an occupation which killed a million more Iraqis and killed and wounded tens of thousands of U.S. and other occupying troops.

Now is the time to take action to stop the war that has already started against Iran before it escalates.
An article by Peter Morales, President of the UUA: “Congregations and Beyond.” 
The complete text can be found at: http://www.uua.org/uuagovernance/officers/president/moralespeter/192145.shtml

Unitarian Universalism as a Religious Movement

We have long defined ourselves as an association of congregations. We need to think of ourselves as a religious movement. The difference is potentially huge.

Congregations as local parishes arose in a different era. They arose in a time of limited mobility and communication. Most members lived within a couple of miles of their church. When Unitarianism and Universalism were in their infancy, no one would think of belonging to a congregation ten miles away. Churches were the centers of community life in a largely agricultural society. (When Channing, Parker and Emerson were in the pulpit, Boston had a population of about 30,000, slightly more than Beacon Hill today.) To be limited to a traditional parish form of organization in the 21st century is like limiting ourselves to technology that does not require electricity.

The implications of thinking of ourselves as a religious movement rather than only a collection of congregations are profound and liberating. Here is an initial list:

    We focus more on connection and less on “membership.” Paying attention to who our ministry serves, how many lives we change, and the difference we are making in the world can help us redirect our efforts outward.

    We invite people to connect to our UU movement whether or not they choose to join a congregation. We can reach out to young adults, students, snow birds, people living in foreign countries, linguistic and ethnic minorities, etc. They can all be part of the UU movement.

    We find ways to invite the 500,000 or so people who say they are UUs but are not members of a congregation into our movement.

    We have a way of inspiring people who share our values, want to be part of our movement, but are not ready to join a congregation.

    We have a natural way to engage with groups that were once affiliates—groups like UUs for a Just Economic Community (UUJEC), Latino(a) UU NetworkingAssociation (LUUNA), Diverse & Revolutionary UU Multicultural Ministries (DRUUMM), seminarians, etc.

    We continue our efforts to connect with UU college students. We would make clear that they are still a part of our movement.

    We have a good way of taking in people through such portals as Standing on the Side of Love.

What We Need

    A new kind of “open source” way for many kinds of people to interact with and inform Unitarian Universalism.

    Uses of social media that are rich and flexible. Technology is critical to connecting people today.

    A great deal more research about those who identify as UUs but are not members of a congregation.

    Face-to-face opportunities for small groups, etc. These can be held anywhere - homes, coffee shops, university residence halls - not just in church buildings. Think “Meetup” opportunities for UUs.

    An ability to engage with Unitarian Universalism at a variety of levels of commitment.

    Social justice witness, activism and volunteerism opportunities

    Scalability. This means an ability to accommodate individuals, small interest groups, local and regional groups, and larger national groups.
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