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   Society of New Haven

     608 Whitney Avenue

     New Haven CT 06511

     203-562-4410

E-mail: newhavenuu@sbcglobal.net
Website: uunewhaven.org 
Board of Trustees:

    Dave Taylor, Pres.

    Paul Raspe, Treasurer

    Ben Ross, Vice Pres.

    Elizabeth Neuse, Clerk

    Francis Braunlich, 

       Trustee for Worship

    Maria Pinango, Trustee

    Steve Hall, Trustee  

Gaianne Jenkins, Custodian

Office and Library: 2nd floor

Children’s Program in the Children’s Preschool: in rear

New Haven/Leon Sister Cities Project: office 2nd floor

Newsletter Editor: Elizabeth 

   Neuse    

Newsletter deadline: 20th of 

every month.   Comments,  announcements welcome! 
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sunday, Jan. 3, 10:30 a.m.  “Open Poetry."  In this service, bring your favorite poems to read or recite.  Poems of any kind are welcome. Coordinated by Elizabeth Neuse.

Sunday, Jan. 10, 10:30 a.m. “Humanism.”  Our guest speaker,  Tanina Stephenson, will talk about humanism, a significant element of UUism.   Service coordinated by Sheila Brent.

Sunday, Jan. 17, 10:30 a.m. "Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Service." 
Service coordinated by Terri O’Brien Stephens.

Sunday, Jan. 24, 7:30 p.m. "The Essence of Karma."
Coordinated by Todd Wormell. 

Sunday, Jan. 31, 10:30 a.m. “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Sea Pontiff and the Rowan 

of Fire.”   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Naming, healing, making: These are our themes as we 

celebrate Imbolc, the turn of the deepest part of  winter.  Coordinated 

by CUUPs (Coven of UU Pagans).

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Calendar of Other FUUS Events 
Wednesday, Jan. 6, 7:30 p.m.  Worship Committee meeting, planning services for 2010. 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
 Submit suggestions to the committee: Francis, Gaianne, Terri, Sheila, Steve, Elizabeth, Mark.

Thursday, Jan. 7, 7:30 p.m. Buddhist Dharma Group.  All are welcome!

Friday, Jan. 8, 8:00 p.m.: Christian Fellowship meets.  Contact Bob or Terri for info and to confirm, 467-7868.


Tuesday, Jan. 26, 7:30 p.m. Ultimate Tuesday Drumming at the Meetinghouse.  All ages, all acoustic instruments welcome.  Contact Steve 203-288-0303 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
or Gaianne Jenkins 203-562-4410 for details.


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
CUUPs is seeking a new meeting day--watch for the announcement or contact Francis (203-562-0672) or Gaianne (203-563-4410).


Saturday, Jan. 2, 6:00 p.m.  Full Moon-Post Solstice Walk and Potluck. Walk begins at UU Society, 608 Whitney Ave. Potluck will follow around 7:30 p.m. Bring a flashlight and/or a candle. Info: newhavenbioregionalgroup.org
Monday, Jan. 4, 6:00 p.m. Reclaiming the Prophetic Voice marks the cost of continuing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, placing the Dec.  stone on the Memorial Cairn at the corner of Broadway, Elm and Park sts in New Haven, inscribed with Dec. totals of US military personnel and approx. number of civilians killed in Afghanistan and Iraq.  The Catholic Worker community will lead the ceremony. Join us in this public reminder the wars are not over.

Sat, January 9, 6:00 p.m. Potluck and 7:00 p.m. Practical Open Mike.  

UU Society, 608 Whitney Ave. Show and tell about a project you are doing or new skills you are developing to adapt to hard times and a future of reduced energy resources, projects that might be of interest to others.  Bring something you can show so others can really "get" what you are talking about. Info: newhavenbioregionalgroup.org

Annual Festival honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Legacy of Environmental and Social Justice.  Free. Peabody Museum, 170 Whitney Ave.   Info: www.peabody.yale.edu/events/mlkday.html 
Sun., Jan. 17, 12:15-5:00 p.m.  “I Am Who I Am” Teen Diversity Workshops hosted by the teens in the Peabody’s EVOLUTIONS After School Program, focus on issues of diversity and inclusion. 

Mon., Jan. 18, 11:00 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.  The Community Open Mic and Poetry Slam.  Register by Jan. 9 for 3 min. at the mic! Share original poetry and rap or speak your mind about issues we face today.

Saturday, Jan. 23—Sunday, Jan. 24, 11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

Act II Counseling & Synthesis: Sat. Classes: Receptive Listening; Keeping a journal. Sun.: Circle; nondenominational prayer basket; guided imagery, networking. Class, From Anger to Power, with Walter Polt M.A.  Bring a bag lunch. We serve coffee and... Classes $35. each; sliding scale if needed. Contact: Cynthia Russell PhD 203 377-2421 psynnie@aol.com  2225 Main, Stratford (next to the public library). 

Tues., Jan. 26 (snow date: Thur., Jan. 28), 4:00-8:00 p.m.

Food & Faith Conference.  Exploring the power of local food production and distribution. Speakers and Table  discussions with local farmers, urban gardeners. $20/$10 seniors and students.  Hartford Seminary, 77 Sherman St., Hartford.  Info: Andrea Cohen Kiener, Interreligious Eco-Justice Network, 860-231-8554 or andrea@irejn.org
Splinters from the Board Meeting, Dec. 9, 2009

The Board approved up to $300 for Steve to buy materials for CPR classes.  He spent $352.07 and the Board passed a motion to cover the expenses over $300.

We contributed $638.63 to True Colors, a non-profit organization that works with other social service agencies, schools, organizations, and within communities to ensure that the needs of sexual and gender minority youth are both recognized and competently met.  This amount was collected from July through Sept. 09.  In the next quarter from Jan. through March, the collection is going to Sea Shepherd Conservation Society, which works primarily to prevent the hunting and killing of whales.

Association Sunday, Nov. 15, is an annual event to promote Uuism.  We sent $175 plus $87 from the collection to the UUA to support programs to increase diversity in the denomination. 
The Home and Garden Committee reported on the year’s activities, which included 2 weekend work days with much enthusiasm, reducing much of the clutter, cleaning the meeting rooms and kitchen and replacement of the toilets.  Left to be done is the painting of the meeting rooms and kitchen and fixing the library ceiling and building a handicapped entrance.  We need quotes for repairing the chimney and Gaianne will also contact someone to clean the gutters.  

The Bioregional Group has a special request to remove 3-4 trees from the lot to provide more sunlight for the Bioregional Community Garden.  A congregational meeting will be called for Jan. 10 to consider their request.

CALL FOR A SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

A petition signed by 10 members of the society has requested a congregational meeting be called for Sunday, January 10 at 12:45 p.m., following the service.  The order of business is to discuss the removal of 3-4 trees in the lot 610 Whitney Avenue, aka the wood lot, to be funded substantially by the New Haven Land Trust/ Community Gardens.  The removal of the trees will give more sun to the Bioregional  Lifeboat Garden.   All members are requested to attend.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Solstice Greetings from Starhawk

Winter Solstice—the longest night of the year.  Today, in our Wiccan mythology, the sun is reborn. Each year the Great Mother labors through the long night to give birth again to the new year, to hope and light.

This year the darkness has intense.  The bright hopes of last year are worn and tattered from obstructions and betrayals and compromise.  Our personal health and the health of all the life support systems of the planet hang in balance, and how can we tell whether we’ve inched forwards or been sucked back into deals and appeasements worse than what went before.  Last year we hoped for an end to war—this year we see war escalate.  Last year we chose a road of change; this year it looks only too much like the same old road we were on before.

But the message of Solstice is this:  hope does not come once into the world and fulfill itself. Hope and light must constantly be reborn, over and over again.  They wax and wane, and must be renewed.

That renewal, that birthing, requires labor.  Labor means work, commitment, perseverance through that time when it seems you just can’t push any more.  The cervix dilates slowly, pang by pang.  The child begins to emerge, is drawn back, pushed forward another increment.

We are the laboring Mother, we are the spark of light.  New possibilities kick and squirm within us. No, it’s not easy to bring them forth, but we are strong, and we are made for this work.  Bear down…breathe…push.  This morning the sun rises;  each day a new world is born.  

Starhawk is a lifelong activist in peace and global justice movements, a leader in the feminist and earth-based spirituality movements, author or coauthor of ten books, including The Spiral Dance, The Fifth Sacred Thing, Webs of Power: Notes from the Global Uprising, and her latest, The Earth Path. 

Starhawk's website is www.starhawk.org, and more of her writings and information on her schedule and activities can be found there.

[Ed. Note:  We give away the Sunday morning collection to non-profit organisations chosen by the Worship Committee.  The collection for these 3 months, Jan.-April, will go to the Sea Shepherd Society.]

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sea Shepherd Activists Attempt to Block Japanese Whaling Operations

Anti-whaling activists have returned to the waters near Antarctica in an attempt to stop seven Japanese whaling fleets. Tension is rising between the whaling ship and the activists from Sea Shepherd. The Japanese harpooners have reportedly used water cannons, loudspeakers and military-grade acoustic weapons as part of an attempt to repel the anti-whaling activists. The anti-whaling campaign is led by Paul Watson, founder of the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society.

    Paul Watson: “Solutions don’t seem to come through politics. It comes through economics, really. And what 

    we’ve been doing over the last three years is cutting the Japanese kill quotas and negating their profits, and 

    that’s something they’re feeling.”

Japan killed nearly 700 whales last year using a loophole in an international moratorium that allows “lethal research.”

Church of the Larger Fellowship Upcoming Online Classes-- Courses carry a $40 registration fee. For information on how CLF online classes work or to register for these and other classes, go to www.clfuu.org/learn.

“Welcome In: For New Unitarian Universalists” is a free, ongoing online class for people who would like to learn more about Unitarian Universalism, and how their own spiritual journey might connect with our faith tradition.

“Light Year: Seasonal Writing for Spiritual Focus—Winter Session”  Through eight writing exercises, we will nurture the inward process of preparing for spring's rebirth. Taught by UU minister and author the Rev. Gail Collins-Ranadive, this course begins Jan. 4th and runs for 8 weeks.

“Ancient Roots Part III: Modern Roles for Women in Religion: The Middle Ages to the Present”  All are welcome to the conclusion of our course, Ancient Roots: The Feminine Face of Western Religion . We will use texts and other resources to examine points of women’s impact on religion over the period of about a thousand years. Taught by the Rev. Liz Lerner, this class begins January 11th and runs for four weeks.

“Photo Reflections”  This course will use photos taken by participants as the basis for writing reflections which bring together the photographer, the observer and the world around us. Taught by CLF ministerial intern Seanan Holland, this course begins January 21 and runs six weeks.



New learning and leadership development opportunities for lay and professional leaders in the Clara Barton District  congregations in 2010. These programs are made possible by the intentional collaboration with the 3 other New England Districts and are open to congregations throughout New England.  That includes us!

Upcoming Opportunities:

Training for Adults Working with Youth

Additional information  for this training co-sponsored with the MassBay District:

archive.constantcontact.com/fs080/1101381539878/archive/1102866913321.html

Saturday, January 23, 2010, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm, Sherborn, MA

Creating and Leading Lay-Led Worship 

Register: www.cbd.uua.org/generator/assets/Lay-Led Worship registration form.pdf 

Saturday, February 6, 2010,  9:00 am to 2:00 pm, Milford, MA

Ten Good Ideas for Small Congregations

Compete Information and Registration Instructions: 

www.cbd.uua.org/generator/assets/Ten Good Ideas for Small Congregations.pdf

Wednesday, February 10, 2010 or Thursday, February 11, 2010

7:00 pm to 8:30 pm, Free WEBINAR.  Registration deadline, February 4.
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Please Note:  New Phone Number:  Sheila Brent -- 203-927-4667.  New Email Address:  Dave Taylor -- � HYPERLINK mailto:davida.taylor@comcast.net ��davida.taylor@comcast.net�   
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