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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1June 1, 10:30 am: “Title TBA” on HIV/Aids, part of the Welcoming Congregation Program.  Coordinated by Terri O’Brien Stephens 
June 8, 10:30 am: “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Impressions of Iran.”  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Guest speaker, Patty Nuelson, talks about her recent trip to Iran. Coordinated by Elizabeth Neuse..

June 15, 10:30 am: "  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Diverse Seeds of Unity."  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A service celebrating both the diversity and unity that we seek.  Bring flowers to share.   Coordinated by the Worship Committee.
June 22, 10:30 am: “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A Solstice Gathering.”  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Gather at 608 Whitney at 10:30* and then move to a location near West Rock (corner of Valley and Blake) to share our feelings, experiences, and imaginations at this pivotal period of the solar year. Coord: Francis Braunlich.  *in case of rain, bring umbrellas and raincoats.

June 29, 10:30 am: “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Space Within.”  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Our Annual Smishmas Service–the antithesis of Christmas, celebrated with stories for young and old.  Coordinated by Francis Braunlich and Elizabeth Neuse.

Calendar of FUUS Events

Thurs., June 5, 7:30 pm: Board Meeting conducting the business of the society.
Thurs., June 12, 7:30 pm: Worship Committee Meeting. Bring suggestions to the committee: Dave, Sheila, Terri, Francis, Elizabeth, Mark and Gaianne. TC \l1 "
Fri., June 13, 8:00 pm: Christian Fellowship meets.  Contact Bob or Terri for info and to confirm, 467-7868.

Tues., June 17, 7:30 pm: CUUPS (Covenant of UU Pagans) meeting. Info: Gaianne at 562-4410 or Francis at 562-0672 or to put things on the agenda, email newhavenuu@sbcglobal.net.

Mon., June 23:  UU Newsletter deadline for the rest of the summer events.

Bioregional Group Events:
Sat, June 7, 6:00 pm Potluck (Bring a dish to share; it helps if you label the ingredients.) & Movie (7:00 pm) Independent America, a documentary about independent stores and restaurants across the US.  Sponsored by NH Bioregional Group and IbuyElmCity. 608 Whitney Ave.

Sun., June 8, 1 – 2:30 pm:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CT Trails Day—Educational Program at Quinnipiac Meadows Preserve presented by Wind Over Wings, sponsored by New Haven Land Trust.  Info and sign up:  Bar-bara 562-6655 or Barbara@newhavenlandtrust.org
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sat., June 21, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm: Mill River Trail Cleanup.  Meet at parking lot of Walker Skating Rink, 1080 State St.  Plastic bags provided, bring gloves. Info: newhavenbioregionalgroup.org

Community Events

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Tues., June 10, 6:00 pm: Film: Occupied Minds, a documentary about two journalists, a Palestinian-American and an Israeli, who travel together to Jerusalem.  Discussion with journalist Melinda Tuhus, recently returned from Israel and Palestine. NH Free Public Library, 133 Elm St. Info: 946-7431 
Wed., June 18, 12:00 noon:  The Green: A slide presentation and walk led by Joseph Taylor. NH Free Public Library, 133 Elm St. program room. Please register www.guidezilla.com/nhfpl  or call 946-8835.
Thurs., June 19, 11:00 am (rain date Fri., June 20): Fair Haven Rivers: Slide Presentation and Quinnipiac River Walk led by Joseph Taylor. Fair Haven Library, 182 Grand Ave. Info: Betsy Goldberg, 946-8115, bdgold@nhfpl.org  
Thurs., June 19, 3:00 pm – 7:30 pm: Two films from Iran: at 3pm: The Lizard; at 6pm: Men at Work, in Farsi with English subtitles. Adult content. New Haven Free Public Library, 133 Elm St. Info: 946-7431 tc  \l 3

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1New Haven Farmers’ Market Opening Days:

Sundays, 10:00 am-2:00 pm. Starts June 22, Edgewood Park, Corner of Whalley and West Rock Aves, 

Wednesdays, 11:00 am-3:00 pm. Starts June 18,  Downtown, Church Street in front of City Hall, 

Thursdays, 3:00-7:00 pm. Starts July 10, Fair Haven, Corner of Front St and Grand Ave, 

Saturdays, 9:00 am-1:00 pm  Started May 17, Wooster Sq. Russo Park, corner of Chapel Street and DePalma Court.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Our Society, Our Community: Reflections from Dave Taylor, President

I have been talking to people about how I would like us to have a common vision that we would all strive for.  I was told that some people have a different understanding of vision than I do.  So I will put on my MBA hat and say that we need a mission statement that is short, sweet and sings out.  Just saying mission statement, I am sure to get some glazed eyes.  Nevertheless I believe that it is time for us to reflect on who we are and what we have become after our huge growth spurt in the last few years.  Once we better understand who we are as a group, we can explore how our strengths and assets can best be used to help take steps toward our common vision.

When someone comes to our society for the first time, what things should we say to them about who we are?  This is a personal question, and not a simple question that can be handed off to the greeting / membership committee.  I would like us to be able to state who we are in a clear, concise, meaningful and powerful statement that reflects our common ideals and purposes.

How can we determine and come up with a statement of our common ideals and purposes?   If we take a careful look at ourselves from a variety of perspectives, we should be able to get a well-rounded view of ourselves.  With an understanding of ourselves we can know the strengths we have, that can be applied to our goals and purposes.

One approach we can take is to look how we greet newcomers and how newcomers perceive us upon meeting us.  What are the good points, the weak points, and what would we want to change about how we greet people?   If we turn it around, we could ask: how would we like to be perceived by newcomers as well as by our community.

I would like us to view ourselves from the perspective of the strengths and assets we have individually and collectively:

We are extremely fortunate to be endowed with this building.  With this asset we have many potentials.  With this asset, we have some responsibilities as well, including the maintenance of the building and grounds, as well as support for the preschool.

We each come here with a wide variety of intellectual assets or skills. Let us come to understand what these interests and skills are, and use them make a difference.  The better we understand what our diverse interests and skills are, the more likely we are to be able to be effective as a group.  From the point of view of Daoist and from Hawaiian shamanic philosophies, the more effective we are the better we are.

 Finally, I want us to think about what we want to do individually and collectively.  How do we want to be perceived and remembered as a group?  The more we understand our common goals and missions, the more we will be able to be effective in our relations to our community.  If our left foot is going in one direction and the right foot is going in another, then we may not be heading in any direction at all.

Some of the variety of interests that we have are not all shared equally but are clearly visible, such as our CUUPS and Christian fellowships, and less formally, the bioregional group.  Helping keep the Pre-School going is a less obvious interest or goal.  There are many other interests that we talk about occasionally, such as vegetarianism, AA, sharing the fellowship that we enjoy in this society.  Can we come to some consensus as a whole on some goals?  If we have some goals that are not shared by all, how does that fit in to our common mission?  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Our society is a member of the Church of the Larger Fellowship (CLF), which allows individuals not affiliated with a UU society to find resources, information, sermons and books.  They also provide a monthly newsletter and online courses. For more information on how these courses work and how to use this site, please see www.clfuu.org/learn. 

UU HISTORY & IDENTITY

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A Chosen Faith: Self-Study Guide (On-going)

For New Unitarian Universalists (On-going)


          These courses allow guest users to enter

THEOLOGY AND FAITH

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Writing a Personal Mission Statement (7-7-08 to 8-1-08)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Gospel According to Harvey (8-4-08 to 9-1-08)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A UU Approach to the Bible (10/13/08 - 12/8/08)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Humanism Today: Issues and Origins (date pending -- please wait to register)


These courses require enrollment keys.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SPIRITUAL PRACTICE

 The Soul of Nature: A Journey into the Poetry of Mary Oliver (9-8-08 to 10-20-08)


This course requires an enrollment key.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ETHICS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

 Raising Ethical Children (6-2-08 to 6-30-08)


This course requires an enrollment key.
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