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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1June 7, 10:30 am: “"A Flag for the UU.” Reflections on our lives together.  Coordinated by Fred Cervin. 
June 14, 10:30 am: “The Poetry of Music."  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Bring a song to read as a poem. There are a lot of good songs, that just don’t fit into a service, no matter how hard you try.  Bring some and we’ll read them and perhaps talk about them as well.  Coordinated by Theresa Bergherr and Steve Hall.
June 21, 10:30 am: “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A Solstice Gathering.”  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Gather at 608 Whitney at 10:30* and then move to the bridge on Orange St., close to the High School, to share our feelings, experiences, and imaginations at this pivotal period of the solar year. Coord: Francis Braunlich.  *in case of rain, bring umbrellas and raincoats.

Sat., June 27 and Sun., June 28, 10:30 am: “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Labor of Love.”  Time to clean up the Meeting House and grounds! 

Calendar of FUUS Events

Tues., June 2, 7:30 pm: Worship Committee Meeting. Bring suggestions to the committee: Dave, Sheila, Terri, Francis, Elizabeth, Mark and Gaianne.

Thurs., June 4, 7:30 pm: Old & New Board Meeting conducting the business of the society.

Fri., June 12, 8:00 pm: Christian Fellowship meets.  Contact Bob or Terri for info and to confirm, 467-7868.

Fri., June 19, 7:30 pm: CUUPS (Covenant of UU Pagans) meeting. Info: Gaianne at 562-4410 or Francis at 562-0672 or to put things on the agenda, email newhavenuu@sbcglobal.net.

Mon., June 22:  Newsletter deadline for the rest of the summer events.  Submit copy to Elizabeth, editor, february@snet.net or 562-0672.

Ultimate Tues., June 30: Drum Circle  All ages, all acoustic instruments welcome for an evening of improvisational drumming and music.  Info:  Gaianne, 562-4410.

June 24-28, 2009 General Assembly of the UUA, Salt Lake City, Utah. The General Assembly makes overall policy for carrying out the purposes of the Association and direct and control its affairs.  2009 is a UUA presidential election year.  This year's Assembly will vote to adopt a new Statement of Conscience, Peacemaking.
Bioregional Group Events
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Sat, June 6, 4:30 pm: Bicycle Tune-up (learn how to get your bicycle in shape); 6:30 pm Potluck (Bring a dish to share; it helps if you label the ingredients.) & 7:30 pm Movie—In Grave Danger of Falling Food, a documentary about industrial agriculture and the movement to grow your own food.  

Community Events

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sat., May 30, 1:00 p.m. Critical Literacy Workshop with Professor Ira Shor organized by New Haven/León Sister City Project.  First in a three part series.  1st  Presbyterian Church, 704 Whitney Ave. at Huntington St.   RSVP to Chris, 562-1607 or cschweitzer@newhavenleon.org.

Wed., June 10, 6 pm: Quinnipiac River Views: A slide presentation and walk led by Joseph Taylor. Fair Haven Library, 182 Grand Ave. Info: 946-8115.

Sat.-Sun., June 13 –14, 10:30 am

Act 11 Counseling & Synthesis, Stratford Center. Our final classes of the season! Sat.: "Meet Your Higher Self"; Sun.: "Guided Imagery and clarifying your direction in life." Info: Cynthia Russell PhD (203) 377-2421, psynnie@aol.com
Sat., June 13—Sat., June 27 (except Mondays) International Festival of Arts & Ideas. NH Green, NH and Yale venues, some free, some require tickets.  Info: ART-IDEA or artidea.org. 

Our society is a member of the Church of the Larger Fellowship (CLF), which provides resources, information, sermons and books for us as well as individuals not affiliated with a UU society.  CLF also provides a monthly newsletter and online courses. For more information on how these courses work and how to use their site, please see www.clfuu.org/learn.  A few of the courses offered this summer:

Humanism Today: Issues and Origins

The heritage of humanism is a central strand in Unitarian Universalism. We will explore the history of this idea in classical philosophy, western intellectual development, and American religious development. This class begins June 15 and runs for eight weeks.

Rituals for Building a UU Home

Join us for a journey into creating richer, deeper rituals for your family. This course is designed for families with children or teens living at home, but others may find it useful. Mandy Neff, the course teacher, has been a Director of Religious Education since 2000. The class begins July 13 and runs for four weeks.

In the Arms of the Beloved: The Poetry of Rumi

Rumi was a 13th century Sufi teacher and poet who wrote wonderfully evocative and vibrant poems to his Beloved that are rich with meaning, image, and wisdom. We will create a spiritual practice using Rumi’s words as a basis for weekly reflection, prayer, and writing. This class begins Aug. 1 and runs for six weeks.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The Grass

1 Peter: For all flesh is as grass, and all its glory is as a flower in the grass.

Grass crowds between trees and rocks, heals scars, clothes nakedness, a green adornment for the fertile earth

The wilderness of its roots ties the loam to the planet.

In thousands of summers the grass lays down the soils of subsistence.

It has worked its will, preceding us by billions of years, spreading a carpet for our entry, gardens for our feasting.

Sister to the sea, the grass sways on yellow prairies, on water and land, the one wave-movement of the wind.

Leave the prairies uncut by plows, Eden for bison and antelope, those horned and hooved citizens of the cities of grass.

We nibble the succulent tips, lying idly in summer fields.

We sorted out the grasses of wheat and barley to strew our fields, prophesying the abundance of bread, establishing a partnership with plants and animals.

Scythes sing songs of grass, those early tools, jawbones of deer with teeth of stone, reaping harvest in the fields of wild grain, harbingers of the prosperity to come.

Leaves of grass feed the cattle.

Chomping herds favor us with milk and cheeses.

Ears of grass feed our mouths.

The grass feeds us all.

The grass lawns the cemeteries of our leave-takings, holding the rains above us in the everlasting night.

by the Rev. Kenneth L. Patton (1911-1994) from his book Songs of Simple Thanksgiving: The Unitarian Universalist Association Meditation Manual for 1978.  A Universalist humanist, during his time as minister of the Charles Street Meeting House in Boston, MA and as minister of the Unitarian Society of Ridgewood, New Jersey, Patton wrote and published large quantities of worship material. [Reprinted from Quest, June 2009  clf.uua.org/quest]

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

REsources for Living  by Lynn Ungar, Minister For Lifespan Learning, Church of the  Larger Fellowship

Since June brings us Father’s Day, apparently June is my month to write about “fathers” of Unitarian Universalism. So it seems only right to focus this month on a Unitarian who was well known in his time not only for his own ideas and work, but also for being the father of a popular author. Have you read the book Little Women—or seen the one of the movie versions or the Broadway musical? Little Women was written by the Unitarian Louisa May Alcott, along with a whole bunch of other books for older children and a few for grown-ups. She was a best-selling author in her day, and I’ll bet a trip to your local library will prove that people are reading her books still, 140 years after they were first published.

If you’ve read Little Men, the sequel to Little Women, you might remember Jo’s father using some pretty unusual methods to teach the boys, like making the shapes of letters with their bodies. In fact, Louisa’s father, Amos Bronson Alcott (Bronson to his friends), was actually an educator who had some ideas about teaching that were considered pretty outrageous at the time.

As a teacher, he believed that all knowledge and moral guidance come from inner sources, and that it is the teacher’s job to help these inner gifts to grow and unfold. He would hold conversations with his students, drawing out their ideas through questions rather than simply telling them what to think. He brought art, music, PE and the study of nature into the classroom at a time when no one thought these subjects belonged in school. And, unlike most teachers of his day, he thought it was wrong to punish children by hitting them. Surprisingly, when a student was especially badly behaved, Alcott would insist that the wrongdoer hit him, the teacher, instead. After all, he said, if a student was doing poorly, it must be because the child had not been well taught.

Many people thought that Alcott, and his teaching methods, were downright peculiar. But he stuck to his principles, and taught in the way that he thought was best for the children. I suppose that explains why parents kept pulling their kids out of his schools. The family had to move some 20 times in the course of 30 years, and every time a school started to have a bit of success Alcott would do something that horrified the parents— like saying something about how babies are made or allowing a little African-American girl to join the school along with the white children. (Remember, this was around the time of the Civil War.)

No matter what the rest of the world thought, Bronson Alcott stood by his ideas and his ideals. He helped to establish a shared farm, named “Fruitlands,” based on his principles of what was true and good, Of course, he might have gone a bit overboard on his principles when he refused to disturb the worms in the apples, and insisted that they not plant vegetables such as carrots whose roots went straight down, rather than reaching upward toward the sky. Still, they lived what they believed. He designed pants suits made of linen so that they would not use cotton which was picked by slaves, and he promoted the use of raw, vegetarian foods, in part so that women wouldn’t have to spend so much time cooking in the kitchen.

Not surprisingly, the farm, like the schools, failed. But whether or not the world was ready for such an idealist, Bronson kept trying to put his ideas forward through lectures on everything from Plato, God and education, to animal rights and vegetarianism. Of course, he didn’t make much money even at that, and his wife, Abigail, did much to support the family when she became the country’s first social worker. But the family only really had enough money to live with any comfort when Louisa’s books gained such success. I guess you could call Bronson a free-thinker on that front too, since in those days everyone expected a man would be the main breadwinner for the family!

Whether you think he was a visionary or a nut (or both), you have to admit that Bronson Alcott was ahead of his time as a father. He saw the role of a father as being someone who was actively and lovingly involved in the lives of children, not just as a distant figure whose only responsibility to the family was to support them financially. His four daughters adored him, and you could certainly argue that his educational ideas worked for those who stuck around, since in addition to Louisa becoming a famous author, his youngest daughter, May, became a well-respected artist.

So here’s a happy Father’s Day to Amos Bronson Alcott, and to all of the dads out there today who are gentle and caring, who listen to children with respect for their thoughts and help them to grow into strong, creative adults. I think Alcott would be very pleased that somebody finally understands what he was trying to say after all those years.

Our Society, Our Community: Reflections from Dave Taylor, President  [reprinted from UUNIvoice, June 2008}

I have been talking to people about how I would like to have a common vision that we would all strive for.  I was told some people have a different understanding of vision than I do.  So I will put on my MBA hat and say we need a mission statement that is short, sweet and sings out.  Just saying mission statement, I am sure to get some glazed eyes.  Nevertheless I believe that it is time for us to reflect on who we are and what we have become after our growth spurt in the last few years.  Once we better understand who we are as a group, we can explore how our strengths and assets can best be used to take steps toward our common vision.

When someone comes to our society for the first time, what things should we say to them about who we are?  This is a personal question, and not a simple question that can be handed off to the greeting / membership committee.  I would like to be able to state who we are in a clear, concise, meaningful and powerful statement that reflects our common ideals and purposes.

How can we come up with a statement of our common ideals and purposes?   We need to take a careful look at ourselves from a variety of perspectives, to get a well-rounded view of ourselves.  With an understanding of ourselves and the strengths we have, we can persue our shared goals and purposes.

First we need to look at how we greet newcomers and how newcomers perceive us.  What are our good points, our weak points, and what would we want to change about how we greet people?   Alternatively we might ask how would we like to be perceived by newcomers as well as by our community.

Consider the strengths and assets we have individually and collectively:

We are extremely fortunate to be endowed with this building.  With this asset we have many potentials as well as some responsibilities, including the maintenance of the building and grounds, and support for the Preschool.

We have a wide variety of intellectual assets and skills. The better we understand what our diverse interests and skills are, the more likely we are to be able to be effective as a group.  From the point of view of Daoist and Hawaiian shamanic philosophies, the more effective we are the better we are.

 Finally, think about what we want to do individually and collectively. The more we understand our common goals and missions, the more we will be able to be effective in our relations to our community.  If our left foot is going in one direction and the right foot is going in another, then we may not be heading in any direction at all.

Some of the interests we have are not shared by all but are visible, such as our CUUPS and Christian fellowships, and less formally, the Bioregional Group.  Helping the Pre-School flourish is a less obvious interest or goal.  There are many other interests that we talk about occasionally, such as vegetarianism, AA, sharing the fellowship that we enjoy in this society.  Let’s come to some consensus as a whole on our goals and our common mission!  
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