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 Worship Services          March 2009

Mar. 1, 10:30 am: “Bye-Bi-Sexuality.” This Welcoming Congregation service will play with what Bi-Sexuality means, what is so scary about it, and how we can live with it.  Service coordinated by Sheila Brent, with a talk and discussion lead by Dave Taylor.

Mar. 8, 10:30 am: “TBA.” Coordinated by the Terri Stephens.

Mar. 15, 10:30 am: “Change and Renewal.” The service will follow up from the Open Space work-shop on the 14th, so it will bring ideas and further discussion from that event.  Coordinated by Fred Cervin.

Mar. 22, 10:30 am: “The Silver Willow under the Sky." As the Sun crosses the equator and Venus rises and waxes rapidly in the morning sky, we celebrate the season of renewal and the dynamic balance of light and dark.  Co-ordinated by CUUPs.   Incense will be used in the service. 

Mar. 29, 10:30 am:  “Earth Household.” A look at the life and ideas of the 19th century English writer, naturalist, and philosopher Richard Jefferies.  Coordinated by Mark Mitsock.

Calendar of FUUS Events

Tues., Mar. 10, 7:30 pm: Worship Committee. Everyone is encouraged to submit his/her suggestions to the committee: Sheila, Terri, Gaianne, Elizabeth, Steve and Francis.

Fri., Mar. 13, 8:00 pm: FUUS Christian Fellowship meeting.  Call Bob or Terri at 469-7868 or bstephens1@mindspring.com  to confirm  or for details.

Sat., Mar. 14, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. SHAPING OUR FUTURE, a workshop, As part of our on-going consideration of who we are and where we want to go as a group, we will come together for a sort of congregational “think tank.” (see announcement below)

Sat., Mar. 14, Potluck 6:00 pm, Movie 7:00 pm: NH Bioregional Group. The film The Crude Awakening: The Oil Crash will be shown after the potluck.  Info:  fred.cervin@sbcglobal.net. 

Sun., Mar. 15, 1:00 pm:  Garden Committee of the Bioregional Group is meeting.

Thurs., Mar. 19, 7:30 pm: Board meeting, conducting the business of the society.

Fri., Mar. 20, 7:30 pm: 9th Square Circle meeting. CUUPs--the Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans--will meet. Agenda will be assembled and announced. Info: Gaianne, 562-4410.

Ultimate Tues., Mar. 31, 7:30 pm:  Drum Circle.  All ages, all acoustic instruments welcome for an evening of improvisational drumming and music.  Info:  Gaianne, 562-4410.

Saturday, March 14, 8:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.  SHAPING OUR FUTURE, a workshop, As part of our on-going consideration of who we are and where we want to go as a group, we will come together for a sort of congregational “think tank.”  We will start the day with a PANCAKE BREAKFAST from 7:45 –8:30 am to energize us for the work and fun ahead.  Child care will be provided by none other than Katie Taylor.  Hooray!

The question we will address together is: “Within the framework of the UUA Principles, what special emphases will shape our role as a congregation as we meet changing times?”

This is a participatory event.  In keeping with the Open Space format we will be following, any member may propose a topic for discussion and chair a group to discuss it during a break-out session.  Bring your ideas, experiences and passion, and help unlock the genius of this community.  An experienced outside facilitator will help us get going, but those who attend will do all the work.

Community Calendar

Sun., Mar. 1, 1:30 pm:  Forum: The Cost of the War in Iraq To GIs, Veterans and the American Taxpayer, presented by the Shoreline Progressive Forum at the Guilford Library, 67 Park St.

Mon., Mar. 2, 6 pm.: Reclaiming the Prophetic Voice marks the cost of the continuing war in Iraq by placing the January stone on the Memorial Cairn at the intersection of Broadway, Elm and Park sts.

Sat., Mar. 21: March on the Pentagon:  6th anniversary of the Iraq War  Info: CT ANSWER coalition, 606-0319.  Buses leaving New Haven around 4 am, returning after the march around 12 am.  

Sun., Mar. 29, 10:30 am – 2:30 pm: Act 11 Counseling & Synthesis, Stratford Center continues classes in spiritual psychology. Sunday is "Open Sunday," anyone welcome! Topic: Have you Met Your Subpersonalities?? Bring a sandwich & network with our community of 40+. We continue to raise money for cancer, AIDS, & wounded vets. RSVP for details. Cynthia Russell PhD  203 377-2421

Splinters from the Board of Trustees’ Meeting, Thurs. Feb.19:

The Board continued to discuss the Garden Group’s, aka, Bioregional Group, proposal to cut down some trees in the lot which are shading the garden in front.  Ben got an estimate from an arborist who suggested cutting down 3 trees at a cost of $1500.  A congregational meeting will be called to approve this expense.  More sun should get a higher yield of vegetables, which are then shared out to persons who work in the garden.  A petition was circulated to hold a special meeting after the Open Space workshop on Mar. 14.

The Garden Group would also like to plant some fruit trees and/or berry bushes on the north side of the parking lot.  The Preschool has an apple tree to be planted on the south side of the building.  These will need to be maintained to harvest the fruit.

The loose collection for the last quarter was over $500. which went to Fellowship House on Elm St.

Andy Marx would like to get help/ sponsorship from the society for homeless persons whom he has been aiding on his own (food, clothing and coats, when he can obtain donations, shoes).  The Board suggested various ways to work with him, especially as members get to know him better.

The Children’s Program was discussed.  Appreciation for Bob’s work in the back was expressed by the Board.  We still need a child care person to take care of preschoolers.  Maria Pinango will call a meeting of parents to discuss with Bob how to proceed.

Worship services are not yet planned for May and June.  Suggestions are welcome.

Chris and Shelley McCarthy are considering withdrawing their membership.  Dave is trying to clarify what we could do to assist them to stay on as members.

The next Board meeting is Thurs., Mar. 19.





* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Congregations remain hopeful in face of recession-- Some congregations have pared back budgets. Most are worried about finding ways to support members in need.  By Donald E. Skinner   UUWorld.org/life/articles/128895.shtml?n     Spring 2009   2.15.09  

Members of the Unitarian Universalist Society of Geneva, Illinois, are watching out for each other. With the economy in decline and the prospect of job layoffs and home foreclosures, they want to be ready to catch those who might find themselves in economic difficulty.

 “We’re aware that many families are having challenges,” said the Rev. Dr. Lindsay Bates. “We try to track that so people who start to have trouble don’t just drop out because they can’t pay their pledge. We want to make sure they understand we want them for themselves, not their checkbook.”

Congregations across the country are being equally vigilant.

At the UU Congregation of the Catskills in Kingston, New York, the Social Action Committee has formed a sustainability group, which has held several after-service forums focusing on social services available in the community. The Caring Committee makes more frequent contact with people. A financial planner will be making presentations on ways to survive hard times. “I’m seeing more anxiety than usual in people,” said the Rev. Dr. Linda Anderson in Kingston. “It’s not necessarily about the economic situation directly, but about everyday things and just the uncertainty in life right now. There’s some irritability, some impatience. Other people are more lethargic. I think our day-to-day struggles have gotten harder to navigate because times are so uncertain.”

On the positive side, “People seem more committed than ever,” she said. “The current crisis has made it clear to many how important our congregation is for them.”

The economic downturn has created challenges—and opportunities—across the UUA. The Rev. Kenn Hurto, district executive of the UUA’s Florida District, held a conference call with lay leaders in November. “People generally agreed the recession is definitely affecting people’s lives,” he said, “but it may be too soon to say how it will affect congregational giving. They shared stories of personal urgency—job losses, small business downturns, foreclosures.” He said some congregations have pared back budgets in response to reduced giving or in anticipation of it. Mostly, he said, congregations are worried about keeping in touch with members, finding ways to support those most in need, and ways of minimizing cuts in programming.

Anderson has invited her congregation to think about “the kinds of transforming actions we can take if we find ourselves or others in dire need. Can we take someone into our homes for a while? Would we think about sharing living space in order to save money and cut costs?”

While she counsels being prepared she also urges congregants to not “catastrophize” the future. “We need to be careful not to assume only the worst-case scenario,” she said. “Let’s not stoke the fires of fear and anxiety.”

The UUA has lowered its income expectations for the current fiscal year by 7.5 percent and reduced expenditures by the same amount, UUA Treasurer and Vice President of Finance Tim Brennan said. But fiscal year 2010, which begins July 1, has a bleaker outlook. Brennan projects that revenues will be down by 10 percent, or $1.8 million. “We’re anticipating the current economic distress will be felt more by congregations and the UUA this spring and next year,” said Brennan. (See “UUA prepares for belt tightening,” page 43.)

Despite the somber economic picture, Brennan remains upbeat. “While budget reductions can be painful, they are also an opportunity to refine our focus on what is really important,” he said, “and to tap into the creativity of the entire organization as we attempt to serve our congregations and the movement in a smarter, more sustainable way.”

Some congregations are using humor to keep spirits up. At the lay-led Kittitas Valley UU Congregation in Ellensburg, Washington, worship leaders went back to the Depression for inspiration. “We found, along with all the misery, a lot of ironically upbeat strains in the culture,” said President Cynthia Murray. “Music like ‘Happy Days Are Here Again’ and ‘We’re In the Money’ and comedians like Will Rogers and George Burns kept Americans laughing.” So we were drawn to humor as a way of coping with the shrinking economy.”

Using radio humorist Garrison Keillor’s poetry collection Good Poems for Hard Times, the congregation put together a service about difficult economic times, including an exhortation to self-reliance from Thomas Jefferson. “The service was one of the most enjoyable of the year, proving once again the power of laughter and the binding force of a shared need,” said Murray.

At the Unitarian Church of All Souls in New York City, the Rev. Galen Guengerich urged parishioners to be on the lookout in their daily lives for people who need help. “Somewhere among the numbers you crunch, or the stories you write, or the lessons you teach, or the diseases you diagnose . . . there are real flesh-and-blood human beings who need to know they are not alone. You will bear witness to our fundamental belief as Unitarian Universalists that we all come from the same source and we all share the same destiny. We’re all in this together.”

Bates invites congregations to take a positive approach. “Times have been worse than they are now. If you expect things to be dreadful that’s what you’ll see. If you expect to find compassion and justice, you will find that.”

Resources

    *      Contact your district executive at the first sign of difficulty.

    *      Resources for conducting worship services in hard economic times can be found at the UUA’s WorshipWeb.

