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First Unitarian Universalist 

   Society of New Haven

     608 Whitney Avenue

     New Haven CT 06511

     203-562-4410

E-mail: newhavenuu@sbcglobal.net
Website: uunewhaven.org 
Board of Trustees:

    Dave Taylor, Pres.

    Paul Raspe, Treasurer

    Ben Ross, Vice Pres.

    Elizabeth Neuse, Clerk

    Francis Braunlich, 

       Trustee for Worship

    Maria Pinango, Trustee

    Steve Hall, Trustee  

Gaianne Jenkins, Custodian

Office and Library: 2nd floor

Children’s Program in the Children’s Preschool: in rear

New Haven/Leon Sister Cities Project: office 2nd floor

Newsletter Editor: Elizabeth 

   Neuse    

Newsletter deadline: 20th of 

every month.   Comments,  announcements welcome!

E-mail: february@snet.net
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[image: image5.wmf] SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sunday, Mar. 7, 10:30 a.m.  “A (very) Brief History of Spirituality."   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1What is it about the human mind that has led us down the path to spirituality? A look at some ideas on this topic from the philosopher George Santayana.  Coordinated by Mark Mitsock.

Sunday, Mar. 14, 10:30 a.m. “Sitting in the Doubters’ Pews.”  Why Universalists don’t believe in original sin—an examination of the first principle. Coordinated by Terri Stephens.

Sunday, Mar. 21, 10:30 a.m. "Ostare." Celebrating the Vernal Equinox, when the day and night are of equal lengths, the start of spring.  Service coordinated by CUUPs (Coven of UU Pagans).

Sunday, Mar. 28, 10:30 p.m. "The Eight Fold Path and Correct Understanding."  More about Buddhism.  Coordinated by Todd Wormell. 

Thursday, April 1, 8:00 p.m. “Maundy Thursday Celebration”

Traditionally we have a Communion Service on this evening.  The recorded music comes from my collection of live recordings, followed by a short contemporary Communion Service, including the remembrance of those close to us/you who have died in the past year.  Bread, wine and juice are needed; if you can bring something, speak to Paul Raspe.  Join us for this time of being together. Service Coordinator: Paul Raspe

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Calendar of Other FUUS Events 
Wednesday, Mar. 3, 7:30 p.m.  Worship Committee meeting, planning services for 2010.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 Submit suggestions to the committee: Francis, Gaianne, Terri, Sheila, Steve, Elizabeth, Mark.

Tuesday, Mar. 9, 7:30 p.m. Buddhist Dharma Group.  All are welcome!

Wednesday, Mar. 10, 7:30 p.m.  Board of Trustees meeting,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1conducting the business of the society.

Friday, Mar. 12, 8:00 p.m.: Christian Fellowship meets.  Contact Bob or Terri for info and to confirm, 203-467-7868.

Wednesday, Mar. 10, 7:30 p.m.: CPR class.  Contact Steve 203-288-0303 for more info.

Friday, Mar. 26, 7:30 p.m.:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CUUPs meeting.  Contact Francis (203-562-0672) or Gaianne (203-563-4410) for more info.

Tuesday, Mar. 30, 7:30 p.m. Ultimate Tuesday Drumming at the Meetinghouse.  All ages, all acoustic instruments welcome.  Info: Steve 203-288-0303  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1or Gaianne 203-562-4410.

Splinters from the Board Meeting, Feb. 24, 2010

Meg Rudne and Jim Hoffecker, Bioregional Group members, presented a proposal to the Board: they want to have a dinner party at FUUS on Apr. 3 to raise funds for a Fest to be put on in Hartford by the Feminist, Autonomy, Diversity and Gender Expression (FADGE).  The Board approved their request for use of the building without charge.

The chimney will be inspected to determine if it is causing the leak in the library on the second floor.  The Board approved expenditures up to $500 to fix the leak if it was chimney related.  

Todd has installed insulation in the attic with help from Ben.

The Board also approved payment of $150 for interior designers to appraise the meetinghouse and make recommendations for making it more attractive.

Five trees have been removed from the lot next to the Bioregional Garden, so more sun can reach the garden.

Rocks have been piled up on the edge of the parking lot when it was plowed.  Ben will ask the contractor to pull the rocks back onto the lot.

A of the Preschool Boards is scheduled for March 2 to discuss the lease.  The Board will recommend at the annual meeting that the lease and covenant with the Preschool be continued for another 10 years after 2011.

The Worship Committee is planning to purchase standing candleholders like the ones Steve and Theresa used in a service.

Clara Barton District of the UUA (www.cbd.uua.org). 

Annual Meeting, April 10, 2010 - Save the Date

The Clara Barton District Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday, April 10, at the First Parish Church of Northborough, MA. Rev. Harlan Limpert, Vice President of Ministries and Congregational Support will be the

keynote. Significant change is taking place in the UUA at both the national and district levels. Please plan on joining us.

There are new learning and leadership development opportunities for lay and professional leaders in CBD congregations. These programs are made possible by the intentional collaboration with the 3 other New England Districts and are open to congregations throughout New England.  Offerings include:

Policy Governance--Another Way to Work, Saturday, March 13, 10:00 am-3:00 pm, Hamden.

Creating Sanctuary--Best Practices for Safe Congregations, Sat., Mar. 27, 9:00 am-2:00 pm, Weston, MA
Leading Through Change - (Registration materials will be posted in Jan.)  Sat., May 8, 9:00 am- 2:00 pm, Springfield, MA

First Look at GA 

February is an excellent time to start making plans to attend General Assembly, June 23-27, in Minneapolis. Look now at airfares and budget for your expenses for this not-to-be-missed 5-day meeting.  Minneapolis (also known as the "Mini-Apple") is an ideal setting for GA. Not only is it a progressive, culturally diverse, LGBT friendly city, but it is also rich in cultural arts and boasts a stunning natural environment. There are 900 lakes and 170 parks in the Twin Cities area, making this GA an excellent family vacation destination. More details about GA can be found at www.uua.org/ga.

Emergency shelter kits for Haiti

Habitat for Humanity is providing some 10,000 Haitian families with emergency shelter kits. These kits contain tools to make immediate basic home repairs and construct temporary shelter. All items in the kit have been selected by Habitat’s Disaster Response staff and were identified as a priority by USAID’s Disaster Assistance Response Team. Help Habitat provide these much-needed emergency shelter kits. Donate directly to Habitat’s Haiti earthquake fund. Your donation will help us raise the US$250 needed to pay for each kit.  Send to: Habitat for Humanity International, 121 Habitat St., Americus, GA 31709-3498

Be sure to enclose your check or your credit card information.

Emergency shelter kits contain tools to make immediate basic home repairs and construct temporary shelter.

These kits are an important first step in Habitat's long-term commitment to help the people of Haiti build better futures for themselves. The contents of Habitat’s kits include tarpaulins, rope, duct tape and a hammer—all used for building temporary shelters that help guard families against the elements. A chisel and a hacksaw help with salvaging materials from collapsed houses. Buckets are used for debris removal and for carrying water. Gloves and masks in the kits help provide protection during the cleanup. The kits are being assembled in the Dominican Republic and in Atlanta, Georgia, and are being distributed in earthquake-affected areas in Haiti. The emergency shelter kits cost approximately $250 a piece, including cost of transport to Haiti.

Community Events:

Monday, Mar. 1, 6:00 p.m. Reclaiming the Prophetic Voice marks the cost of continuing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, placing the Feb. stone on the Memorial Cairn at the corner of Broadway, Elm and Park sts in New Haven, inscribed with Feb. totals of US military personnel and approx. number of civilians killed in Afghanistan and Iraq.  Join us in this public reminder the wars are not over.

Wed, Mar. 3, 6-7:30 p.m.: Urban Farming in Westville:  Springside Liberty Garden--Building Community Through Urban Farming. Mitchell Library, 37 Harrison St., Westville.

Tom Bell, Garden Coordinator, Springside Liberty Garden, will discuss and show slides about:

·        An urban farm that is a 10 minute walk from Westville Center

·        Explain how an urban farm works

·        Invite community members who would like to grow their own food to join

·        Talk about the benefits of this model for building ties in our community

Sat., Mar. 6, 3:30-6:30 p.m.: Community level responses for creating a sustainable future.
Keynote by James Howard Kunstler, the author of The Long Emergency, Geography of Nowhere, World Made by Hand, and several other books and  a leading expert on peak oil and its ramifications to our society. 

Sponsored by the Earth Charter Community of the Lower Valley.  Visit www.earthcharterct.org to buy tickets.  Tickets are $25. Gelston House, East Haddam.  3:30 p.m.: complementary snacks. After the keynote talk, hors d'oeuvres and panel discussion focusing on community level responses.

Sat., Mar. 6, 8:30 a.m.-4:45 p.m.: 28th Annual NOFA Winter Conference at Manchester Community College.  Keynote by Michael Shuman, author of Going Local. Workshops, vendors, cooking demos, panels & exhibits. Members $45; nonmembers $55; students/seniors $30. Info: ctnofa.org, (203) 888-5146.

Sat. & Sun., Mar. 20-21, 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.: Act II Counseling Service, Stratford Center (next to the library). Sat.: "Codependence: What are healthy boundaries?"; Group process. $35 fee.  Sun.: Starting a holistic practice; ethical considerations with Carol Ann Lucia, Reiki master; polarity, psychosynthesis. $20 fee.  Bring a bag lunch. Fundraiser for food pantry. RSVP to Cynthia P Russell PhD Psynnie@aol.com, 

(203) 377-2421.

Saturday, Mar. 20, 1 p.m.: Skillshare & Potluck: Maple Syrup Tapping, Boiling, & Processing at Laine Harris' Sugar House, 18 Turner Ave., Hamden. Sponsored by NH Bioregional/Transition Group.

Saturday, Mar. 27, noon - 5 p.m.: Labor History Film Festival 2010: Celebrating Howard Zinn. Noon: Feature Film: "The People Speak" (2009) with Matt Damon, Lupe Fiasco, and Staceyann Chin animating Zinn's anthology, Voices of a People's History of the United States.  3:00 p.m. Documentary Film: "You Can't Be Neutral on a Moving Train," (2004) about Howard Zinn's life and work, narrated by Matt Damon, music by Pearl Jam, Woody Guthrie, and Billy Bragg.  Free. NH Main Library, 133 Elm St. Info: (203) 777-2756 ext. 2, laborhistory@gmail.com, www.laborhistory.org 

Saturday, March 27, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.: 4th Open Space: Building & Housing. "When the rug is pulled out from under our feet, how do we keep a roof over our heads?"  Common Ground HS, 358 Springside Ave. Sponsored by NH Bioregional/Transition Group.  Info:  Maria maria.tupper@gmail.com
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