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May 3, 10:30 am: “The Potential of  Renewable Energy.”  Can renewable energy meet the electricity and fuel demands of the future? Can the technological obstacles and high prices of renewables be overcome? Speaking from a paper written by Robert Bloch, a self-taught expert on the topic with a background in Physics and Economics, Yanique Joseph will talk about some of the latest developments in renewable energy technology. Literature on renewable energy will be available for browsing or reading from 9 am to 10:30 am. Robert Bloch will be a guest speaker at the UU at a future date.

May 10, 10:30 am: “Queen of My Heart.” Everything you wanted to know about Earth Loyalty. Coordinated by Fred Cervin.
May 17, 10:30 am: “Are we a welcoming congregation?”  The Welcoming Congregation committee will recap the progress we have made in the last two years and ask the questions: Are we a welcoming congregation?  If so should we become recognized in the UUA as one?  What shall we do next?  Coordinated by Welcoming Congregation committee.

May 24, 10:30 am: “The Lesser of Two Evils." At several critical moments in history, individuals and groups have made critical decisions, which were presumed to be the lesser of two evils. This service will examine some of those decisions and their consequences.   Coordinated by Steve Hall.

May 31, 10:30 am:  “Annual Meeting.”  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A short service coordinated by Dave Taylor, President.  Followed by the Annual Meeting, conducting the business of the society.
Calendar of FUUS Events

Tues., May 5, 7:30 pm: Worship Committee. Everyone is encouraged to submit his/her suggestions to the committee: Sheila, Terri, Gaianne, Elizabeth, Steve and Francis.

Thurs., May 7, 7:30 pm: Board meeting, conducting the business of the society.
Fri., May 8, 8:00 pm: FUUS Christian Fellowship meeting.  Call Bob or Terri at 469-7868 or bstephens1@mindspring.com to confirm or for details.

Fri., May 15, 7:30 pm: 9th Square Circle meeting. CUUPs--the Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans--will meet. Agenda will be assembled and announced. Info: Gaianne, 562-4410.

Ultimate Tues., May 26, 7:30 pm:  Drum Circle.  All ages, all acoustic instruments welcome for an evening of improvisational drumming and music.  Info:  Gaianne, 562-4410.

Community Calendar TC \l2 "
Sun., May 1, noon - 7 pm: May Day celebration on the New Haven Green. Music, speakers, information tables from labor, peace, social justice and environmental organizations. Followed by a march.  Info: www.maydaynewhaven.org  TC \l1 "
Sat., May 2, 11 am – 1 pm:  Lifeboat Garden Work, NH Bioregional Group.

Sat., May 2, 11 am – 4 pm: Tools for Ending the Drug War. Free public forum with national & local speakers.  Dwight Hall Chapel, Yale Old Campus, 67 High St.  Sponsors: People Against Injustice & Yale Student Legal Action Movement. Info & pre-registration: barnes66@sbcglobal.net or 387-7858.

Sun., May 3, 1 pm: 33rd Annual New Haven Walk Against Hunger, registration at 1pm in East Rock Park. 469-5000 or walk@ctfoodbank.org.

Mon., May 4, 6 pm.: Reclaiming the Prophetic Voice marks the cost of the continuing war in Iraq by placing the April stone on the Memorial Cairn at the intersection of Broadway, Elm and Park sts.

Sun., May 17, 10:30 am – 12:30 pm: Act 11 Counseling & Synthesis, Stratford Center continues classes in spiritual psychology. Sunday is "Open Sunday," anyone welcome! Network with our community of 40+. We continue to raise money for food bank. RSVP for details. Cynthia Russell PhD  203 377-2421

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Splinters from the Board of Trustees’ Meeting, Thurs. Apr. 16:

The Board discussed the budget for 2009-2010.  It was noted that Snow removal (by an outside company) was only $100 over budget, in spite of all the snow we had last winter.  Other operating expenses were within budget.  Paul projected a slight increase in insurance, to cover the meeting house as well as the carriage house.  The full budget will be reviewed at the Annual Meeting on May 31.  Ben proposed changing the toilets on the ground and 2nd floors to CLFs—er, efficient flushing toilets, as well as repairing the front windows on the 2nd floor on the outside.

Sheila submitted a written statement to the Board, requesting that the Children’s Sunday Program be referred to as in the Carriage House and not as “out back.”  She also suggested restarting the Caring Committee, to make calls systematically to members and friends who have not been attending.  The Board recommended that Sheila talk to others and come up with a proposal for the Annual Meeting.

The Worship Committee is planning informal services for the summer, starting in July.  Persons interested in doing a service or part of one should contact the Worship committee.

The next Board meeting is Thurs., May. 7.





* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The Economic Crisis     by Peter Morales, senior minister of the Jefferson Unitarian Church of Golden, CO, and candidate for UUA president, “CLF/Quest guest minister.”
Only a few of us have any personal memories of the Great Depression. I can recall hearing stories that my parents would tell—stories about the family going off to pick cotton or making a little money shelling pecans. This is the worst economic downturn since that Great Depression.

I am pretty sure my home is worth less than I paid for it. I know that people have lost jobs and many others fear losing theirs. These are anxious and uncertain times.

What are we to make of all this? I want to explore the deeper meaning—the religious aspect—of what we are experiencing. Life’s crises can be great teachers if we are open to their lessons and if they shock us into greater awareness. They are also a time to take stock of how we are living.

To take stock, we need to start by understanding how we got into this mess and what our role is in the future. But if we only explore questions of fiscal policy we will miss the essential issue. And if we miss the essence of this crisis, we will never create a world where this kind of mess does not recur.

In a very real sense, we are in a moral and spiritual crisis, witnessing the inevitable results of a moral failure that goes to the core of our culture.

Make no mistake, this crisis is the result of malfeasance and misfeasance by the economic and political elite. This is not a natural disaster. It is entirely selfinflicted. But it goes deeper, much, much deeper, than that.

What makes the madness of wild, irresponsible financial speculation possible? First, it takes a complete abdication of responsibility by the people charged with overseeing the system. But let’s go further. Let’s look at what creates the climate in which this financial crisis can occur in the first place. We are a culture that makes heroes of people who make outrageous sums of money. We are taught a kind of acquisitive individualism that desensitizes us to the cost of such wealth. So we get government run by ideologues who elevate the market to a kind of idolatry. We get tax policies that favor the richest among us. And the reason this has not mattered is not a question of economics. It is a question of morals, a question of our values. Ultimately it is a spiritual and a religious question.

We will tolerate a world of extreme wealth and of extreme poverty only if we have abandoned the ideal of the common good. This vision is as old as the Hebrew prophets protesting the exploitation of the poor in ancient Israel.

Our economic crisis is the result, the inevitable result, of a moral and spiritual failure. When we lose sight of the fact that we are all connected, when we lose a sense of common good, when we no longer feel the suffering of others— that is when we create a society of wanton excess, of conspicuous consumption, of environmental destruction, of gross injustice.

We need a religious vision of the common good, a vision grounded in a respect for human dignity, founded on the realization that we are all connected and all interdependent.

The vision of all the great religions is very much the same. It is a vision of a compassionate society where everyone is valued and where everyone is cared for. It is a vision of a common good. How about these for guiding principles: Everyone matters. We are responsible for one another. Compassion should guide us. No one should be exploited. It is good religion. It is good politics. It is good economics.

Our first task is to get in touch with what truly matters in our lives. We need to reach out to one another and support one another.

But that is just the start. We must not stop there.

This is a wake-up call. In the US and in much of the world, we have worshipped a false god of consumerism.

And this crisis is the result.

Our second task is to take care of one another. We need to focus on what truly matters in our lives.

Our next task is to create a world in which this kind of madness cannot occur. We can create a different world. We can create a world that is just and responsible and sustainable.

Let’s join hands and get through this together. Then let’s join hands and work to create a world where our economic system is an expression of our most deeply held values.

This crisis is an opportunity to come to our senses. It is an opportunity to help one another. And, most importantly, this crisis is a chance to create something new and wonderful.

Let us seize the moment.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Women Walking in Loud Shoes   by Rev. Victoria Safford, minister of the White Bear Unitarian Universalist Church in Mahtomedi, Minnesota, from her 2003 meditation manual, Walking Toward Morning, published by Skinner House.  [available from the FUUS library.]

On a Saturday I went to a hospital in the city to make a visit to a patient. This was a big place, and as always I managed to park as far as I could from where I needed to be, and so took myself on an accidental tour of the entire hospital campus, through miles of corridors and hallways, most of which were deserted because it was the weekend. I was wearing new shoes, sort of fancy shoes, and suddenly became aware of what a racket I was making in those empty hallways, clickety-clacketing in loud, lonely, staccato echoes, sounding either very important or very clumsy or both, and either way, ridiculous.

I had read an article about the many offenses for which the oppressive Taliban rulers in Afghanistan might arrest and imprison people. Among the crimes was listed “women walking in loud shoes.” They could go to jail for that. They could be seized on the street, or in their homes, for that. For some reason this scrap of information floated back to me that Saturday on my long pilgrimage from the parking garage to the critical care unit, and though I did try to go respectfully on tiptoe when I got to floors where patients might be sleeping, I have to confess that in the empty hallways, in the stairwells, the corridors, once or twice, I wanted to see exactly how loud those fancy new shoes could be. And this was not just for fun—I stamped with defiance on the tiles, and that was a noisy prayer and a blessing for the Afghan women.

My walk through all those halls was long enough that I had time to think not only of women’s torment by the Taliban but of the thousands killed now by our retaliatory bombing there—women, like us, their children, their old ones, and men. And I had time to think of women in the West Bank, Palestinian women with no shoes at all, terrified Israeli women, Pakistani women, and the women of India, who might or might not be annihilated at any moment by their leaders’ arrogance or ignorance. I clattered for them also. I clattered for the women and the babies of Iraq, for the women and the babies everywhere. It was a fearsome sound.

These days it sometimes feels as if stomping our feet is all we can do—but you know, even that can be a sacrament, a first step, as it were; any crazy act of solidarity with sisters halfway round the world (or halfway round the room) can be a prayer, if you’re mindful, if you’re artful, if you’re doing it on purpose. Once you realize that walking in loud shoes (or in any shoes at all, or simply walking, safely, as many of us do every single day) is a privilege and luxury, then the burden is upon you. The burden of response, of giving back and taking risks for what is right, the burden of courage and clear speaking and clear thinking, the burden of gratitude and compassion, is on you, and one thing leads to something else.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

May 2009:  Memorial Day Prayer    by Barbara Pescan, minister, Unitarian Church of Evanston, IL, from Beyond Absence, a treasury of poems, quotations, and readings on death and remembrance, collected by Edward Searl, published by Skinner House Books in 2006. TC \l4 "
Spirit of Life

whom we have called by many names in thanksgiving and in anguish—

Bless the poets and those who mourn

Send peace for the soldiers who did not make the wars

but whose lives were consumed by them.

Let strong trees grow above the graves far from home

Breathe through the arms of their branches

The earth will swallow your tears while the dead sing

“No More, never again, remember me.”

For the wounded ones, and those who received them back,

let there be someone ready when the memories come

when the scars pull and the buried metal moves

and forgiveness for those of us who were not there

for our ignorance.

And in us, veterans in a forest of a thousand fallen promises

let new leaves of protest grow on our stumps.

Give us courage to answer the cry of humanity’s pain

And with our bare hands, out of full hearts,

with all our intelligence

let us create the peace.
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