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First Unitarian Universalist 

   Society of New Haven

     608 Whitney Avenue

     New Haven CT 06511

     203-562-4410

E-mail: newhavenuu@sbcglobal.net
Website: uunewhaven.org 
Board of Trustees:

    Francis Braunlich, Pres.

        pro temp

    Paul Raspe, Treasurer

    Ben Ross, Vice Pres.

    Elizabeth Neuse, Clerk

    Steve Hall, Trustee for

        Worship

    Maria Pinango, Trustee

    Mark Mitsock, Trustee  

Gaianne Jenkins, Custodian

Office and Library: 2nd floor

Children’s Program in the Children’s Preschool: in rear

New Haven/Leon Sister Cities Project: office 2nd floor

Newsletter Editor: Elizabeth 

   Neuse    

Newsletter deadline: 20th of 

every month.   Comments,  announcements welcome!

E-mail: february@snet.net

Sunday, May 2, 10:30 a.m. “Beltaine.”  An introduction to the Wheel of the Year and what it means to the Pagan community.  Coordinated by CUUPs (Coven of UU Pagans).
Sunday, May 9, 10:30 a.m. “The Eight Fold Path - Right Intention.”   

A consideration of what it is to be committed to ethical and mental self-improvement.   Coordinated by Todd Wormell.

Sunday, May 16, 10:30 a.m. "The Proto-Planning Committee"  An update on where the planning process is, and what the committee is hoping to achieve.  Coordinated by the Committee.

Sunday, May 23, 10:30 a.m.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1To Awaken the Future."  In compassion for ourselves and for the "crooked little house", the living system in which we--as a species but more especially as a culture--have assumed an unhealthy notion of "ownership rights", we need to awaken our vision of the future as promise and not as threat.  This brief service of music and meditation will precede our 175th Annual Meeting.  Coordinated by Francis Braunlich.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sunday, May 30, 10:30 a.m. “De-Constructing the Hero.” Memorial Day honors our fallen heroes, what exactly does that mean? In our society, that means lots of discussion and perhaps a few awkward questions as well.

Coordinated by Steve Hall.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Calendar of Other FUUS Events 

Wednesday, May 5, 7:30 p.m.  Worship Committee meeting, planning services for 2010.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 Submit suggestions to the committee: Francis, Gaianne, Terri, Sheila, Steve, Elizabeth, Mark.

Tuesday, May 11, 7:30 p.m. Buddhist Dharma Group.  All are welcome!

Wednesday, May 12, 7:30 p.m.  Board of Trustees meeting,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1conducting the business of the society.

Friday, May 14, 8:00 p.m.: Christian Fellowship meets.  Contact Bob or Terri for info and to confirm, 203-467-7868.

Wednesday, May 19, 7:30 p.m.: CUUPs meeting.  Contact Francis (203-562-0672) or Gaianne (203-563-4410) for more info.

Tuesday, May 25, 7:30 p.m. Ultimate Tuesday Drumming at the Meetinghouse.  All ages, all acoustic instruments welcome.  Info: Steve 203-288-0303  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1or Gaianne 203-562-4410.

From the concerns of days and the uncertainties of night, we return to this house of hope.  Here we would become conscious of the blessings which have graced our lives and the lives of those we love.

 









—The Rev. Paul N. Carnes

Clara Barton District of the UUA (www.cbd.uua.org). 

An Invitation to the Spring Conference--Sat, May 1, 9:00am - 4:30pm  Location: First Parish Church of Weston.  Sponsored by the Mass Bay District of the UUA  Cost: $45

Using Social Media to Fuel Congregational Mission

         Social Media: Facebook. Twitter. Websites. Flikr. Podcasts. YouTube.

This dizzying array of social media is the cutting edge of communications in our 21st century culture, especially for youth and young adults. And yet we grapple with how to lasso this technology to serve the mission of our Unitarian Universalist faith and the purpose of our congregations.

MBD's Spring Conference will introduce participants to a host of new technology and expand our imagination about how to use social media to support our faith. We'll identify and reflect on the potential and limitations of social media to nurture spiritual depth, faith development, and community building, and we'll explore the theological and ethical implications of this media.

Featuring presentations and leadership from Shelby Meyerhoff (UUA Public Witness Specialist) and Peter Bowden (Ballou Channing District Growth Consultant), both experts in new technology and its theological implications.

Leading Through Change  Saturday, May 8, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Location: Sheraton Monarch Place, One Monarch Place, Springfield, MA 01144

Does your Board or committee keep addressing the same issues over and over again? Do you spend more time putting out fires than leading your congregation in a thoughtful mission-driven process? Do “business” items often take over your agenda, leaving little time to talk about what matters most?

Take heart – you can liberate your leadership from the tyranny of tasks!

This workshop will help congregational leaders (both professional and lay) learn to distinguish between the kinds of issues that have technical solutions and those that are best explored by joyful congregational discernment. Differentiating between technical problems and adaptive challenges can help free up tremendous energy in you as an individual leader, in your committee, and in the wider congregational community. It can be the key to an expansive new understanding of spiritual leadership.

Working in congregational teams, this program will help leaders  explore the differences between “technical” and “adaptive” leadership.

SAVE THE DATE: Creating and Leading Lay-Led Worship, Saturday, June 12, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Location: 
First Unitarian Universalist Church, 23 Pine Street, Milford, MA, 01757

Facilitator - Rev. Sue Phillips, MBD Director of Program Development

A Look at General Assembly: Start making plans to attend General Assembly, June 23-27, in Minneapolis. Minneapolis (also known as the "Mini-Apple") is an ideal setting for GA. Not only is it a progressive, culturally diverse, LGBT friendly city, but it is also rich in cultural arts and boasts a stunning natural environment. There are 900 lakes and 170 parks in the Twin Cities area, making this GA an excellent family vacation destination. More details about GA can be found at www.uua.org/ga.

Splinters from the Board Meeting, April 14, 2010

Since Dave Taylor moved to Philadelphia, the UU New Haven web site has been moved to another domain. Dave paid for the new domain for the next year.  Steve Hall has taken on the task of updating the web site every month and had a tutorial from Dave.  

The society’s tax situation is in limbo.  The City of New Haven has determined that the grove and the Preschool are now taxable.  Paul will contest the ruling at an appeal, based on past precedence.

The House and Garden Committee reported on the proposal by the interior decorators.  They recommended a new commercial rug for the meeting area and painting the walls on the 1st floor, including the kitchen.  The renovations would cost $5900.  The Board would like to have a 2nd bid on the renovations before proceeding.

The rest of the meeting was taken up with the proposed budget for 2010-2011, which will be presented at the Annual Meeting on May 23.

Community Events:

Friday, April 30, 6 p.m. Potluck, 7 p.m. Movie.  Potluck & Movie—"In Transition 1.0," the first detailed film about the Transition movement filmed by those who are making it happen on the ground, communities around the world responding to peak oil and climate change and rebuilding their local economies and communities. Come to the potluck (bring a dish to share) or just come for the movie. Unitarian Society of NH, 700 Hartford Turnpike, Hamden. Info: NH Bioregional Group/Transition Initiative, newhavenbioregionalgroup.org or Mariatupper@gmail.com
Saturday, May 1, 11 a.m. March for Immigrant Rights: intersection of Front St. and Grand Ave in New Haven and will go down Grand Ave. ending up at the May Day festival on the NH Green. Info: ANSWER CT, ct@answercoalition.org, 203-606-0319.

Saturday, May 1, noon - 7 p.m. Celebrate May Day on the Green.  SOLIDARITY! Exhibits, music, food, May pole, speakers and entertainment! Info: maydaynewhaven.org 

Sunday, May 2: International Day of Action for a Nuclear Free World peace festival near Times Square, NYC, and march across mid-town Manhattan to the UN for rally and festival. The "Bruce Martin Memorial Peace Train" to NYC leaves Union Station in NH at 10:55 a.m. and returns at 6:07 p.m. Register: www.stepfour.com/peacetrain before April 27.  Info: Henry Lowendorf, 203-389-9547 or grnhpeacecouncil@sbcglobal.net.
Sunday, May 2, 1 p.m.  34th Annual GNH Walk Against Hunger, sponsored by CT Food Bank, presented by Webster Bank. Registration and festivities in East Rock Park, corner of Orange and Cold Spring St. 3-mile Walk at 2 p.m. after a kick-off by Chris Velardi, anchor with News Channel 8/WTNH, and Eric LoRusso of 99.1 PLR.

Monday, May 3, 6:00 p.m. Reclaiming the Prophetic Voice marks the cost of continuing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, placing the Mar. stone on the Memorial Cairn at the corner of Broadway, Elm and Park sts in New Haven, inscribed with Feb. totals of US military personnel and approx. number of civilians killed in Afghanistan and Iraq.  Join us in this public reminder the wars are not over.

Saturday, May 8, 11 a.m. "Tunnel of Transition" at Westville ArtWalk, Whalley Ave. between West Rock Ave. and Harrison St., Westville. Informative, inspiring approach to rapidly changing world. Info: NH Bioregional Group/Transition Initiative, newhavenbioregionalgroup.org, Mariatupper@gmail.com, www.westvillect.org/artwalk.
Saturday, May 8, 5 p.m. Protest in support of safe bike lanes! Q House, 197 Dixwell Ave. Sponsored by People Against Injustice.

Saturday, May 15, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  Common Ground’s Open Farm Day and Home Composting Basics: Backyard Bins and Wiggly Worms. Workshop for adults: information and resources about worms and compost bins. Open Farm Day is free, workshop is $25 and must pre-register.  Common Ground HS, 358 Springside Ave. Info: Rebecca Holcombe, rholcombe@nhep.com, 203-389-4333 x1213. 

Saturday, May 15, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.  5th Open Space: Health & Wellbeing: "When the economy is sick, how do we keep ourselves well?" Common Ground HS, 358 Springside Ave. Info: NH Bioregional Group/Transition Initiative, newhavenbioregionalgroup.org. Mariatupper@gmail.com
Saturday, May 22, 12 noon- Potluck, 1 p.m. Skillshare: Solar Power & Potluck. Bob "Bobcat" Carruthers offers a skillshare on solar power. 1st UU Society, 608 Whitney Ave.  Info: NH Bioregional Group/Transition Initiative, newhavenbioregionalgroup.org, Mariatupper@gmail.com

Sunday May 23, 4:30 p.m.  Skillshare: Constructing a Raised Garden Bed (approx. 4'x16' or 3'x24'). Materials needed: Wood railroad ties, compost. Southern CT State U Garden (behind Davis Hall). Info: megrudne@yahoo.com or 860-334-3934.


Found on the Internet:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Boy in the Bands
      by Scott Wells on the practice of Christian faith.
Anti-clerical?

The Unitarian Fellowship movement was the most successful liberal church growth program in living memory. It was not perfect, but given how different these fellowships were from what came before, it’s amazing it worked — or was allowed to work — at all.

The Unitarian Fellowships get a bad rap today, which I think odd as there’s no institutional plan for any new church starts. Little wonder what does get developed often looks like these fellowships. Cue the naysayers. “So many failed” — which is even more true of restaurants, but people still establish them. I figure that without a risk of failure, there can not be an opportunity for growth. But I do have misgivings: mainly that the Unitarian Fellowship movement came at a time of great optimism, an unparalleled birth rate and social pressure to attend churches. Those days are over, and I’m not complaining.

But one objection keeps coming up, and few confront it: that the fellowships were anti-clerical. Some were (and are) and some were not. But so what if they were?

A church can uphold its mission without making a false mortgage to unsuited forms. If a congregation said, “we feel be can live our our mission best by renting space, limiting our activity and not calling a minister” then they deserve support for clear thinking and resolute decision-making. Or perhaps this church would say, “we prefer to develop our own leaders — for governance and spiritual care alike.”

More power, I think. If there’s a problem, it is too often a lack of direction and that can be found in congregations both with and without a minister. Churches are not employment agencies for ministers, and if a congregation can find its way without one, it should be supported — or at least respected — on these terms without smirking or derision.

Comments:  Derek wrote:  Sometimes I have wondered if the phenomenon being labelled as “anti-clericalism” is truly anti-clergy. Or is it, perhaps, “pro lay ministry”? Or perhaps it is against certain clergy-centered styles of authoritarian leadership where “father knows best”?

I think that underlying the anti-clergy concern, is often the unspoken notion that a real congregation has clergy; and that if you don’t want or need clergy, then you are refusing to “grow up” and “get real”.

PeaceBang wrote:  While I agree with Derek, I think there’s a big difference between the anti-religious/anti-clerical mission of the fellowships and the minister-less religious community. Let’s be honest about what the fellowships wanted to be: conversation clubs operating under the rubric of free religion (ironic, since so many of the most staunch members would have described themselves as not religious). Was “spiritual care of the members” really in the vision of those fellowships? I think rarely, as the word “spiritual” gave so many of them the heebie-jeebies.

SiouxM wrote:  We are a very tiny New England church mentioned in an old blog of yours back in August 2007. We had spun off from Leicester Federated Church and you had seen the news article.

I am not sure we are anti-clergy, but we are successfully holding services every week with lay-ministers. We still only have 10 members, but we have other obstacles pending (like adding a indoor bathroom) before marketing ourselves. We remain very spiritual and plan to grow one day. We do get our message out as I maintain a Cyber Sermon distribution list. (an additional 24 members of family and friends! to add to our local group of 10). We do have a Facebook page – Leicester Unitarian Church.

I think people want religion, but life has changed and we need to accomodate that change. Todays world is faster and Sunday mornings aren’t always convenient for everyone. Elderly and shut-ins especially enjoy the weekly updates. We don’t preach at folks, just try to figure out how to live with each other and be good people.

I am not sure how the UUA perceives us – I think we may be too small to hit their radar scope. 

Colin Bossen wrote:  Thanks Scott for bringing all of this up. I have always felt that the Fellowship movement was one of the bright moments of Unitarian history (I say Unitarian because of the movement predates the merger). It fostered enormous growth and provided an important cultural space for liberals, progressives and free thinkers at a time when such a space did not exist in the wider culture. Indeed, I think that much of what good the Unitarian Universalist movement has done in the last sixty years can be attributed to the Fellowship movement. Some of the Fellowships served their wider communities in ways undreamed of by larger, clergy served, established congregations. The Berkeley Fellowship, to give one example, played and continues to play an important role in the development of public radio (many of the early supporters of Pacifica were members, when Pacifica had its internal conflicts in the 90s the Fellowship was an important organizing space for dissident Board members).

Personally, I would love to see the UUA try to nurture something like the Fellowship movement again. I fear it won’t happen. Why? Because I think in many ways the Fellowship movement challenged the power of the clergy. I have always suspected that it ended in part because of the precisely this reason. And note that the demise of the Fellowship office almost precisely coincides with the end of significant growth of our religious movement. We grew rapidly through the 50s and 60s (when the movement was supported by the AUA and then the UUA), declined in the 70s and only started to gain members again in the 80s. I am not saying that the demise of the Fellowship office was the only reason for the end of this period of growth. I am, however, fairly certain it was a factor in it.

Blame the Gays’ and Other Children’s Stories  by Rev. Meg Riley, NEW Senior Minister for CLF [Church of the Larger Fellowship],  Huffington Post, April 19, 2010 

The latest clergy sex abuse crisis in the Catholic Church has led to some interesting conversations with my 13-year-old daughter.

Always eager to differentiate herself from her minister mother, this teenage child/demon/Boddhisatva has been telling me for a while that she is "Churchophobic," hates religion, and is an atheist. This latest scandal gives her a lot of material to work with.

"You see?" she said to me, holding up the front page's latest allegations about the Pope's complicity in this scandal. "This is why I hate churches! The world would be a much better place without religion."

My primary parent-of-teen reflexes are shrug-and-ignore and tense-up-and-argue. Neither of these is ever effective, including now. In the tense mode, I have already told her, many times, about all of the good that religion and the church bring into the world. In this case, however, beyond my reflexive responses, I am called to a deeper listening to what she is telling me and asking me.

This is a 13-year-old child, after all. Underneath her dismissal, underneath the scorn, there is a vulnerable soul wondering about her own safety and well-being in the church and in the world. She is asking me who and what can be trusted. She is asking for reassurance.

It's hard, as non-Catholic clergy, to know what to say in response to the current scandals. Too often, those of us with verbal privilege simply keep our mouths shut. No one can be smug about clergy sexual abuse, after all. We know far too much about sexual abuse victims of any faith, including our own, whose healing process involves the added trauma of sorting out God from all of the other betrayal and pain.

Yet my own daughter's scowling countenance makes me realize that there are thousands of kids who are watching this story unfold, not because they care whether the Pope is implicated, but because they wonder if adults truly care about their well-being as vulnerable sexual people. Nothing in the current story lines they are reading would make them believe that anyone does. So I look for ways to speak clearly, with my daughter and with all teenagers, about how to keep themselves safe.

The latest development in the unfolding Catholic story gave me a new angle from which to talk to my daughter about the trustworthiness of adults. According to last Monday's Washington Post, "the Vatican's second-highest authority says the sex scandals haunting the Roman Catholic Church are linked to homosexuality ... Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, the Vatican's secretary of state, made the comments during a news conference Monday in Chile. He said that '...there is a relation between homosexuality and pedophilia. That is true. That is the problem.'"

I tell my daughter: don't trust anyone who completely blames someone else, including you, and especially whole groups of people whom they label as 'other,' for problems. Though they say, "That is true," they are always lying. It doesn't matter who they are, with what kind of authority they are cloaked, or whom they blame. They are not to be trusted.

When anyone participates in this kind of blaming and distancing, I tell her, they are hurting the world and not helping it. The church, sadly, participates in that because the church is a human institution. The church is no better and no worse than all of the human beings who make it up.

I am particularly concerned by the story from Chile because it involves the Vatican's second highest authority, and because we already saw an anti-gay witch hunt follow the church's last pedophilia crisis. I know many fine Catholic clergy and women religious, including gay and lesbian people, whose loss of service would diminish the world and the good work of their church. Forcing them to serve from closets makes the church less honest and more secretive regarding sexual ethics, not a healthier place.

Cardinal Bertone's words might simply evoke my shrug-and-ignore reflex if he did not have so much power over so many people. Would that we could so easily root out evil -- always safely located in other people who are not like us -- and dismiss it. Would that we could so easily dismiss the pain that we cause by doing so.

Fortunately for the world, there will always be smart-aleck 13-year-olds to point at us and name our own problematic behavior, just exactly the way that they see it. May every single one of them be safe from harm.
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May 2010                    Worship Services                        








Every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Join us for a half hour of meditation before the service!
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