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May  Worship Services: Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

Child Care provided
May 6: “The Silver Empress of the Western Sky.” As Venus brightens during Her last days in the western sky and the year turns toward summer, we celebrate Beltane and acknowledge the true cycles of the Earth.  If you can, bring a six-foot length of ribbon of your favorite color to represent the season. Coordinated by Gaianne Jenkins and CUUPS.

May 13: “(Early)Memorial Day." They rejected the authority of the government appointed to rule them, destroyed private property, and refused to yield to eminent domain. Two Hundred and Fifty years ago, the Green Mountain Boys; arguably America's first domestic terrorist organization, fought for justice and equity in their communities. Coordinated by Steve Hall.
May 20: "Members of the Church Universal." How do we build the universal church?  Can we give of ourselves, and give up ourselves, enough to form a truly loving community?  Can we, and do we, really wish to "unveil the bonds that bind each to all"?  In this short service preceding our one hundred seventy-seventh Annual Meeting we shall welcome into membership two people with their own strands of connection to a larger world, without and within, Brett and Tabitha. Coordinated by Francis Braunlich.
May 27: "Flourishing." We live on a planet where life flourishes. What does it mean to flourish?  What is human flourishing? We will consult Aristotle for some clues. Coordinated by Mark Mitsock.

CALENDAR OF OTHER FUUS EVENTS:       TC \l3 "
Wednesday, May 2, 7:30 p.m. Worship Committee meeting, planning services for the summer. Submit suggestions to the committee: Steve, Francis, Gaianne, Sheila, Elizabeth, Mark and Fred.
Wednesday, May 9, 7:30 p.m.  Board of Trustees  meeting, conducting the business of the society.
Wednesday, May 16, 7:30 p.m.: CUUPs (Coven of UU Pagans) meeting.  Contact Francis (203-562-0672) or Gaianne (203-562-4410) for more info.
Thursday, May 17, 7:20 p.m. House and Gardens Committee Meeting. Tentative, check with Mark for time and date.

Tuesday, May 24, 7:30 p.m. No Ultimate Tuesday Drumming at the Meetinghouse. 

Wednesday, May 25, 7:30 p.m.: Thinking the Sacred Earth meeting. Contact Mark for a copy of the reading (203-878-1952), email mitsock@optonline.net).
COMMUNITY EVENTS
Tuesday, May 1 – May Day Celebration on the New Haven Green! Noon to 6 p.m. This free, annual multi-cultural festival features live music, children’s activities, speak-out time, free vegetarian food and displays and information tables from local labor, peace, social service and social justice groups. Join us for the May Pole dance with Bill Fischer and Out on a Whim. We are sponsoring our own FUUS information table. Volunteers welcomed! Contact Elizabeth at 203-562-0672.

Thursday, May 3, 5:30 p.m. Amy Goodman receives the Gandhi Peace Award from Promoting Enduring Peace. United Church on the Green, Temple and Elm.

Sunday, May 6, 4 p.m.  International Workers' Day Celebration at the People's Center, 37 Howe St.

Monday, May 7, 6 p.m.  The war in Iraq is not over for the Iraqi people. Reclaiming the Prophetic Voice again marks the cost of the continuing violence in Iraq and Afghanistan by placing the April stone on the Memorial Cairn at the intersection of Broadway, Elm and Park streets, inscribed with the April death total of US military personnel and the approximate numbers of Iraqi and Afghani civilians killed during that same period of time. 

Saturday, May 12, 3:30-5:30 p.m.  "Up in Arms!" rally on the Green for Mother’s Day, women's human and reproductive rights, health care, peace and justice. Sponsored by Planned Parenthood and GNH Peace Council.

Saturday, May 19, noon-3 p.m. West River Neighborhood Health Fair. Free health screenings, displays, exhibits, information, entertainment. Monitor Square Park at the convergence of Chapel St., Winthrop and Derby Aves.

*******************************************

INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP?  Newcomers interested in joining the society should please contact Bob Stephens, Gaianne Jenkins or Sheila Brent. Talks on UU history, how our fellowship functions, and much more will continue on Sundays at noon. While the talks are required for membership, we welcome all who are curious, those expecting to become members or those at the curious stage. Contact Bob Stephens 203- 469-7868 or Gaianne Jenkins 203-562-4410 as soon as possible for more details. 
*******************************************

Rates Increase May 1! Justice GA—Phoenix, AZ—June 20-24, 2012

Last Days to Register for General Assembly at Early Registration Rates

Registration for the 2012 General Assembly (GA) in Phoenix, Arizona, has been strong. There is excitement building around the importance of this Justice GA, an occasion for witness and service toward human rights. We will not only be witnessing together during GA, but also doing very intentional work around how we can go home with new skills and insights to help work for justice in our home communities. Registration rates increase May 1.

Kindness  BY NAOMI SHIHAB NYE

Before you know what kindness

really is

you must lose things,

feel the future dissolve in a moment

like salt in a weakened broth.

What you held in your hand,

what you counted and carefully saved,

all this must go so you know

how desolate the landscape can be

between the regions of kindness.

How you ride and ride

thinking the bus will never stop,

the passengers eating maize and chicken

will stare out the window forever.

Before you learn the tender gravity of kindness,

you must travel where the Indian in a white poncho

lies dead by the side of the road.

You must see how this could be you,

how he too was someone

who journeyed through the night with plans

and the simple breath that kept him alive.

Before you know kindness as the

deepest thing inside,

you must know sorrow as the other deepest thing.

You must wake up with sorrow.

You must speak to it till your voice

catches the thread of all sorrows

and you see the size of the cloth.

Then it is only kindness that makes sense anymore,

only kindness that ties your shoes

and sends you out into the day to mail letters and purchase bread,

only kindness that raises its head

from the crowd of the world to say

it is I you have been looking for,

and then goes with you everywhere

like a shadow or a friend.

from The Words Under the Words: Selected Poems. © Eighth Mountain Press, 1995.

Tapping Transformation

By Karen Hering, Consulting Literary Minister, Unity Church-Unitarian, St. Paul, Minnesota

Forty to one. That’s the ratio of sap to maple syrup in the long, slow process of creating the amber sweetness my family used to boil and bottle every spring. It’s a ratio that tells you something about the time and determination required to make syrup, but it gives no hint of the longer arc of transformation that makes it possible. It offers no nod to the long summer days when maple leaves drink up the sunlight. It makes no mention of the way that sweetness seeps into the sap in winter's deep sleep, slowly settling into the dark interior of trunk and root. It pays no homage to the early spring weeks when strengthened sunbeams charm the sap back up into the branches and crown.

The tree makes its sweetness all year long. We humans show up for a month in the spring to tap it and make a lot of noise about the effort of hauling sap to the fire and the time invested in round‐the‐clock boiling to reduce it, forty to one.

Transformation is like that. We make it out as requiring such great effort―or such unspeakable miracle―that it can seem rare or unattainable. But as every child and parent knows, transformation is as common as a growth chart taped to the wall and marked with a new line every month. Even as adults, we replace our skin cells every 35 days and our blood every 120. In ways both literal and figurative, I am not the same person I was just a year ago.

Transformation, generally speaking, is also neutral. Despite the hint of heresy this carries in a culture enamored by progress and its onward and upward mythology, not all transformation is desirable. Nor does it deem what’s been left behind as necessarily less worthy. Even the youngest botanist knows better than that. The blossom passes no judgment on the seed, and the fruit claims no airs over the blossom.

Still, transformation of the particularly positive kind--the change in heart, mind and character known as metanoia--does not usually occur by happenstance. Sometimes requiring more patience and persistence than even maple syrup, metanoia is the work of religion. It arises from our ancient human hunger for the transformative powers of love and community, of beauty and truth. In progressive religion, this is not only about seeking personal metanoia, but also the long, slow turning of the world itself toward justice and toward peace.

Can this really come to pass? Will justice ever roll down like waters? Will we find our way to right relationship in our personal lives, in our neighborhoods, and in our world? Many days, it seems the odds are against us, stacked much higher than forty to one. But if it sounds like too much effort or like something requiring miracles too hard to believe in, our congregations teach us otherwise. For whenever and however we gather in a community of faith, we are powerfully blessed by what the early religious communities in New England called an assembly of “visible saints.” It is a sainthood in which each of us presents to one another tangible evidence of the transformative power of faith moving in our lives today. And when we together act upon our faith, within our church or beyond it, we are also making visible the world’s own transformative turning.

This is the work of congregational life―to open our awareness of the world as it might be and as it is becoming. It awakens us to the transformation already taking place within us and around us, and strengthens our patience and determination to bring that transformation to fruition. For as the maple tree produces sweetness within the fibers of its being, the world carries its own inner inclination toward justice and peace. May we be willing to show up and do the work of tapping.
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