[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.png]


[image: image3.wmf]

[image: image4.png]5
.




First Unitarian Universalist 

   Society of New Haven

     608 Whitney Ave, 

     New Haven CT 06511

     203-562-4410

E-mail: newhavenuu@sbcglobal.net
Website: uunewhaven.org 
Board of Trustees:

    Dave Taylor, Pres.

    Paul Raspe, Treasurer

    Ben Ross, Vice Pres.

    Elizabeth Neuse, Clerk

    Francis Braunlich, Trustee 

         for Worship

    Maria Pinango, Trustee

    Steve Hall, Trustee  

Gaianne Jenkins, Custodian

Office and Library: 2nd floor

Children’s Program:  in the Children’s Preschool: in rear

New Haven/Leon Sister Cities     Project: office 2nd floor

Newsletter Editor: Elizabeth 

   Neuse    

Newsletter deadline:     20th of every month.   Comments,  announcements welcome!

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sunday, October 4, 10:30 a.m.  Sukkot.

Come celebrate Sukkot, a Jewish family harvest festival, and share  under a "tent" with us. Coordinated by Bob, Shula, kids, and parents.

Sunday, October 11, 10:30 a.m.  "In soldiarity: National Coming Out Day."  As we are not sending a delegation to the mass demonstration for civil rights in Washington DC, we are having a service here in solidarity with the demonstrators.  Coordinators:  Dave Taylor and Terri Stephens

Sunday, October 18, 10:30 a.m.  “Food:  Necessity and Sacrament.”  Fred Cervin will lead us in music and thoughts SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 on the spiritual aspects of living in and connecting to our physical habitat.

Sunday, October 25, 10:30 a.m.  “A Gary Snyder Sampler.”

Selections from Gary Snyder, who has been writing poetry and prose about Buddhism, ecology/ethics, homesteading, and related themes since the 1950s. Service coordinated by Mark Mitsock.
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Calendar of Other FUUS Events

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sunday, Oct. 4, 1:00 p.m. Protoplanning 

    meeting to prepare for Lynn Thomas' call.

Wednesday, Oct. 7, 7:30 p.m.  Worship Committee meeting, 

    planning services for 2010.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 Submit suggestions to the committee: 

    Sheila, Dave, Terri, Gaianne, Francis, Elizabeth.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Friday, Oct. 9, 8:00 pm: Christian Fellowship meets.  Contact 

    Bob or Terri for info and to confirm, 467-7868.

Wednesday, Oct. 14, 7:30 p.m.  Board of Trustees meeting, 

     SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1conducting the business of the society.

Friday, Oct. 16, 7:30 p.m. Buddhist Study Group.

Wednesday, Oct. 21, 7:30 p.m. Protoplanning conference call with

    Lynn Thomas from UUA.

Friday, Oct. 30, 7:30 p.m. CUUPS  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1meeting. Topic is open.  Contact Gaianne at 562-4410 or Francis at 562-0672 to put things on the agenda.

Saturday, Oct. 31, 6:00 p.m. Halloween party at Dave Taylor's.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Where do baby ghosts go during the day?              

To a day-scare center

Why don't skeletons like parties?                           

They have no bodies to dance with

What kind of mistakes do spooks make?                

Boo-boos.

Community Events:

Saturday, Oct. 3, 6:00 p.m. potluck, 7:00 p.m. movie
Movie "First Earth," sponsored by NH Bioregional Group. 1st UU Society, 608 Whitney Ave.

Monday, Oct. 5, 6:00 p.m. 

Reclaiming the Prophetic Voice marks the cost of continuing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, placing the Sept.  stone on the Memorial Cairn at the corner of Broadway, Elm and Park sts in New Haven, inscribed with Sept. totals of US military personnel and approx. number of civilians killed in Afghanistan and Iraq. Join us in this public reminder the wars are not over.

Saturday, Oct.17--Sunday, Oct. 18  10:30 a.m.

Connecting Circle: Saturday, 11:00 a.m.-3 p.m.: classes on Meditation & Centering.  Sunday, 12;30-2:30 p.m.: Change Your Thoughts To Change Your Mood.  Act II Counseling & Synthesis, 2225 Main, Stratford (next to the public library). Details, fees (sliding scale), to reserve your spot: Cynthia Russell 203-377-2421 or psynnie@aol.com. A fundraiser for "Distressed Children’s International." 

Saturday, Oct. 17
Autumn Bike Ride on the Famington Canal. Info: newhavenbioregionalgroup.org/default.aspx  or email mariatupper@gmail.com
Saturday, Oct. 24, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
International Day of Climate Action--Join a Global Movement to Solve the Climate Crisis! NH Green.  Join with many others to send a clear message to address climate change. Info: www.350.org/newhaven   Sponsored by NH/Leon Sister Cities Project.

Saturday, Oct 24, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Transition Road Show, a part of the International Day of Climate Change (350.org). Quaker Meeting House, 225 East Grand Ave.  Sponsored by New Haven Bioregional Group.

Splinters from the Board of Trustees’ Meetings, Aug. & Sept. 

FUUS now has page on FACEBOOK.  Join up by searching for FUUS New Haven, or ask Steve Hall for directions.  Steve and Dave are enhancing our website uunewhaven.org—check us out on line—with links to other organizations that we sponsor/support/donate to.  

At the Aug. board meeting, we agreed to sponsor Yanique Joseph’s new enterprise (not yet a non-profit organization), Green Cities/Green Villages, for a limited time.  She needs a sponsor to apply for grants.    

Paul has been dealing with health problems this summer.  He had a pace maker/defibrillator implanted and had another problem after that but now is back to work.


We still have a leak in the ceiling of the library, which gets worse when it rains!  The chimney might be causing the leak—it needs to be checked out.

The basement is gradually being cleared out.  Much stuff has been removed.  Not much is left to give away.

The electric wiring and fuse box should be upgraded to 100 amps, which will require rewiring.  The Proto Planning Committee will consider the issue, also the question of using only licensed workers, at its next meeting.  Sheila Brent will review the insurance policies to see who is covered by our insurance.

The loose collection for the quarter July-Sept. is going to True Colors, which works to create a world where youth, adults and families of all sexual orientations and gender identities are valued and affirmed, located at 576 Farmington Ave, Hartford, CT 06105.  The collection for Oct.-Dec. is going to CT Fund for the Environment, a non-profit organization dedicated to protecting and improving the land, air and water of Connecticut and Long Island Sound, located at 205 Whitney Avenue, Suite 1, New Haven, CT 06511.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
In Memoriam: Rev. Dr. Forrest Church: Theologian, Author       September 25, 2009

Rev. Forrest Church, acclaimed author of more than two dozen books and longtime minister of the Unitarian Church of All Souls in New York City, died on September 24, 2009 following a three-year battle with esophageal cancer. He was sixty-one years old. Church is survived by his children, Frank, Nina, Jacob and Nathan, and by his wife, Carolyn Buck Luce.

“I join thousands of Unitarian Universalists and Americans in mourning the loss of Forrest Church,” said Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) President Peter Morales today. “We have lost a brilliant and articulate thinker, a champion of democratic values, and a compelling advocate for liberal religion. More importantly, we have lost a kind, thoughtful, and loving spirit. What courage and grace he showed in his final years. Even as we feel our loss, let us be grateful for his enduring legacy.”

The son of former U.S. Senator Frank Church (D-Idaho) and grandson of former Idaho Governor Chase A. Clark, Forrest Church earned his Ph.D. in early church history from Harvard University in 1978, and began his career at All Souls that same year. Selected from approximately twenty-five applicants for the position, Church was twenty-nine years old. He served All Souls from then until his death.

During Church’s tenure at the congregation, All Souls flourished. Over the past three decades, membership at All Souls has more than tripled. With over 1,400 members, All Souls is one of the largest congregations in the Unitarian Universalist Association today.

As All Souls grew, so too did Church’s prominence as a public voice for Unitarian Universalism and for social justice. He was a strong proponent of both religious and political liberalism. In 1985, he led All Souls Church in learning about AIDS and providing direct services to AIDS sufferers. New York reporter Bernice Kanner wrote that year, “The mobilization of All Souls was among the first religious responses to the disease.”


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Church reached a wide audience through the approximately two dozen books that he authored or edited in the course of his career. He published his first book, Father and Son: A Personal Biography of Senator Frank Church of Idaho, in 1985. His other prominent works include Our Chosen Faith: An Introduction to Unitarian Universalism (1989, co-authored with John Buehrens), The American Creed (2002), So Help Me God: The Founding Fathers and the First Great Battle over Church and State (2007), and Love and Death (2008). Church’s final book, The Cathedral of the World: A Universalist Theology, will be published by Beacon Press in November.

At the UUA’s 2008 General Assembly, Church received the Award for Distinguished Service to the Cause of Unitarian Universalism, the most prestigious award given by the UUA. “Let us never forget what a privilege it is to be part of this great movement and to pronounce its saving faith: one Light (Unitarianism) shining through many windows (Universalism),” Church remarked upon receiving the award. “Let us continue our quest together, with awe and humility, with saving openness and saving doubt, never forgetting to honor those who charted our way.”


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Church spent his final years reflecting on the importance of living each day with love and gratitude. He writes in Love and Death, “The goal is to live in such a way that our lives will prove worth dying for…The one thing that can’t be taken from us, even by death, is the love we give away before we go.”

All Souls has posted a web page in tribute to Forrest Church; all are invited to view photos, post remembrances, and more.  Those who wish to make a donation in Dr. Church's memory may do so by contributing to the Forrest Church Fund for the Advancement of Liberal Religion.  A service in 

celebration of Dr. Church's life and ministry will be held on Saturday, October 3, at 4:00 p.m.  Rev. Dr. Galen Guengerich will officiate.

UUSC Article online:  U.N.'s Israel-Gaza Report Unleashes Media Firestorm


    Smoke rises from Gaza on December 28, 2008, during Israel's 22-day offensive.  Photo by Amir Farshad Ebrahimi. 

Of course, it's really no surprise: the U.N. Fact Finding Mission on the Conflict in Gaza's 575-page report, detailing war crimes committed by both Israeli forces and Palestinian militants during last winter's conflict in Gaza, has aroused controversy.

Dubbed the Goldstone Report (after its lead investigator, Richard Goldstone), the report is drawing fire from Israeli sources for purportedly being biased from the outset against Israel. In fact, the Goldstone Report concludes that both Israeli forces and Palestinian militants committed serious war crimes and violations of humanitarian law during three weeks of fighting.

But at the same time — and this is just one part of it that's causing the uproar — the report concludes that Israel's attacks were not a response to rocket attacks from Gaza, as Israel claims. According to the report, Israel's attacks were a "furtherance of an overall policy aimed at punishing the Gaza population for its resilience and for its apparent support for Hamas." Put simply, one clear target of Israel's winter violence was "the people of Gaza as a whole."

The report goes on to talk about the devastating effects of Israel's blockade on Gaza, which preceded the assault and continues today. Read the report, or at least the conclusion, and do your own Internet search to see how it's being portrayed in the media — then judge for yourself. As U.S. taxpayers, lovers of peace and justice, and concerned global citizens, we all have a stake in the outcome of this debate.

Read more about UUSC's role in supporting recovery and dignity in Gaza, made possible through your generous donations to the UUSC Gaza Humanitarian Crisis Fund.
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