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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
                                                                     WORSHIP  SERVICES               SEPTEMBER  2007


1st Unitarian Universalist Society of New Haven,    

     608 Whitney Ave, 


New Haven CT 06511  TC \l1 "
     (203) 562-4410

E-mail: newhavenuu@sbcglobal.net
Website: uunewhaven.org 

Board of Trustees:

  Dave Taylor, Pres.

  Paul Raspe, Treasurer

            Eben Ross, Vice Pres.

  Elizabeth Neuse, Clerk

            Francis E. Braunlich,

              Trustee for Worship

  Sheila Brent , Trustee

  Terri O’Brien-Stephens,

     Trustee  
Gaianne Jenkins, Custodian

Office and Library: 2nd floor

Religous Education/Child Care in the Children’s               Preschool: in rear

New Haven/Leon Sister Cities Project office 2nd fl

         Newsletter Editor: Elizabeth

                      Neuse

Newsletter deadline: 20th of every month.   Comments, announcements welcome!

Sept. 2, 10:30 am: “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Inclusiveness and the Third Principle.”  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The third of our UU principles affirms: "Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations".  The Worship Committee has chosen to make consideration of this principle one of the themes for this worship year.  Our President Dave Taylor will formally greet us and Terri O’Brien Stephens will sound this key note and will invite discussion on her reflections.
Sept. 9, 10:30 am: “To Be Announced.”  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Spirit-led, as are all Terri’s services. Coordinated by Terri O’Brien Stephens.

Sept. 16, 10:30 am: “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Interpreting the 7th Principle."  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Unitarian-Universalist 7th principle affirms respect for the interdependent web of existence of which we are all a part. Mark will discuss this principle in the light of contemporary environmental philosophy. Coordinated by Mark Mitsock. 

Sept. 23, 10:30 am: “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Moon on the Water, the Leaden Sun, and the Reed under the Sky.”  As the night engulfs the day, as the leaves turn and fall, we consider and take up the weaving of time. Coordinated by CUUPs.

Sept. 30, 10:30 am: “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1On a Downward Journey.” A reading of Fred’s own poetry and chatter on his journey.  Coordinated by Fred Cervin. 
Calendar of FUUS Events

Tues., Sept. 11, 7:45 pm, Board Meeting  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1conducting the business of the society.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Wed, Sept. 19, 7:30 pm.  Rev. Keith Kron, the Director of the  

BGLT concerns at the UUA, will be meeting with us, to help us  

understand what is involved in becoming an official UUA Welcoming Congregation.  All interested people are welcome.

Thurs., Sept. 20, 7:45 pm: Worship Committee Meeting, planning services for the summer and fall.  Bring suggestions to the committee: Dave, Sheila, Bob and Terri, Francis, Elizabeth, Mark or Gaianne.

Community Events of Interest

Friday, Sept. 14, 11:45 pm-Sat. Sept. 15

Buses leave for anti-war march and rally in DC.  Tickets cost $55, $45 student/low income. Get more details about bus and tickets online at www.AnswerCT.org or call 203-404-9965.
Sat., Sept. 15, 6:30 pm: “What a Way to Go:  Life at the End of Empire” reveals an even more "Inconvenient Truth.” NH Friends Meeting House, 223 East Grand Ave, suggested donation $10 (for film makers).  Info: 389-7711 or Mariatupper@gmail.com 

Sat., Sept. 22 Canoe trip with the NH Bioregional Group and Quinnipiac River Watershed Association. Info: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/new_haven_bioregional_group/ 
VOICES from the UNITARIAN-UNIVERSALIST GENERAL ASSEMBLY at Portland, Oregon, June 20-24, 2007.  For more on the GA, see www.uuworld.org/news/articles
The Rev. Robert Fulghum, a self-described “UU stealth minister” and best-selling author of All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten and the forthcoming What On Earth Have I Done?, summed up his presentation:

This room, and there are 6,000 of us here, are people who meet [former Starr King School for the Ministry president] Josiah Bartlett’s critera for ministry: in the world, eyes and ears and hearts and minds open, trying to be useful. . . . I know you came to see me, but I have come to see you. We come to this place because we need each other, we need to see each other, we need to touch each other, we need to smell each other, we need to hug each other. We need each other. So we come to this place. We come to work, to talk, to sing, to laugh, to dance. We call this a religious community, not because this convention center is holy ground, but because what we do here, what we say here together, and what we are here, makes it a sacred gathering.

The Rev. Dr. Marilyn Sewell, senior minister of Portland’s First Unitarian Church, sounded one of the themes of GA in her remarks at the Opening Ceremony:

We are going to have to change the way we live, radically change the way we live. Not a tweaking here and there, not a lightbulb change here or there, not a bicycle ride here or there, but a whole new way of seeing ourselves in relation­ship to other people and to the earth. We need to be living out of the consciousness of the sacredness of life, not just saying that, but living out of that consciousness. And so today I would suggest that we have a new frontier if we are to salvage this good earth and bequeath a future of any kind for future generations. This new frontier is not more, it is not new and improved, as the ads go. It is not in fact what we will have, but what we will become. It is no longer an economic frontier, but a spiritual one.

Kathleen Norris, the popular author of Dakota: A Spiritual Geography and Amazing Grace: A Vocabulary of Faith, spoke at a major presentation sponsored by the GA Planning Committee and the UU Christian Fellowship. Speaking of those who are “spiritual but not religious,” she said:

Often what they do is the all-American thing, and they go shopping, appropriating the traditions and beliefs of other cultures. Anything, it seems, is going to be better than the boring old white-bread religion of their parents, which is usually Christian or Jewish. . . . But it’s also a risky endeavor at a time when Native American names are for sale on the Internet, it becomes difficult but ever more important to try to figure out what is a genuine spiritual journey, a good transition, a necessary transition, and what is simply consumerism. . . . Of course it’s not wise to pass judgment on anyone’s religious journey, but it can help to employ a bullshit detector—or, in polite, more spiritual terms, discernment. . . . I’m always suspicious when people must express their newfound conviction and joy in a newly acquired faith by dismissing and disparaging the old one.
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