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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sept 7, 10:30 am: “Widening the Web of Compassion.” In a social and economic system dependent for its short-term survival on notions of competition and alienation, the search for solidarity is a revolutionary act.  We come together in a covenanting faith: we believe more in each other and what we can learn and do together than in any inherited creed.  We affirm that revelation is not sealed, and we expect to embody that affirmation in an ongoing process of expanding our experiences, opinions, and commitments by sharing them, thus weaving a web of complex interconnections spun out of that tough material/energy, compassion, another word for which is love. Coordinated by the Worship Committee.
Sept 13, 10:30 am: “Six Principles of Nonviolence.”  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 Guest Speaker: Victoria Christgau,  Peace/Arts Educator for over 25 yrs.  Her talk is an introduction to Dr. Martin Luther King’s philosophy and methodology of nonviolence.  Coordinated by Shula Weinstein.

Sept 20, 10:30 am: “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Motion, Balance, Apples.”  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 We celebrate the fall equinox, when light and dark are in momentary balance during this season of greatest change.  Coordinated by CUUPs.

Sun., Sept 27, 10:30 am: “ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Buddhism and Compassion.” Introductory service by Todd Wormell.

Calendar of FUUS Events

Tues., Sept 1, 7:30 pm: Worship Committee Meeting. Bring suggestions to the committee: Francis, Dave, Sheila, Terri, Elizabeth, Gaianne.

Wed., Sept 9, 7:30 pm: Board Meeting conducting the business of the society.

Fri., Sept 11, 8:00 pm: Christian Fellowship meets.  Contact Bob or Terri for info and to confirm, 467-7868.

Fri., Sept 18, 7:30 pm: CUUPS (Covenant of UU Pagans) meeting. Info: Gaianne at 562-4410 or Francis at 562-0672 or to put things on the agenda, email newhavenuu@sbcglobal.net.

Mon., Sept 21:  Newsletter deadline for November. Submit copy to Elizabeth, editor, february@snet.net or 562-0672.

Ultimate Tues., Sept 29: Drum Circle  All ages, all acoustic instruments welcome for an evening of improvisational drumming and music.  Info:  Gaianne, 562-4410.

Bioregional Group Events

Sat., Sept. 12, 7:45 am-3:00 pm: Tour des Farms Bike Ride, depart from Edgerton Park. Music with Pierce Campbell and Lara Herscovitch. Pre-register: $35/students $25/ family $60 (children aged 12+). Info: ctfolk.com/ctff/tour.html

Sat., Sept. 12, 12:00-4:00 pm: Green Expo FREE at Edgerton Park (Whitney Ave. on the New Haven/ Hamden line)

Community Events

Sat., Aug. 29, 11:00 am-1:00 pm: Green Energy Forum with Rabbi Andrea Cohen-Kiener, Interreligious Eco-Justice Network, and Roger Smith, Clean Water Action.  Parish Hall, Center Church on the Green, 311 Temple St. $10. Info: (203)887-7058.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Mon., Sept 7, 6:00 pm 
Reclaiming the Prophetic Voice marks the cost of the continuing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan by placing the Aug. stone on the Memorial Cairn at the corner park at Broadway, Elm and Park Sts., inscribed with the Aug. totals of US military killed and the approximate numbers of civilians killed in Iraq and Afghanistan. Join us in this public reminder that the wars are not over.
Sat., Sept. 26, 5:30 pm
Common Ground’s annual Feast from the Fields. Local produce, prepared by local chefs, with live 

music and theater, local beers, organic wines, live and silent auctions, at Common Ground HS.  Last year, the feast sold out, so RSVP early. Price $50. Info: (203)389-4333 x1214, www.commongroundct.org/feast.php.



Our society is a member of the Church of the Larger Fellowship (CLF), which provides resources, information, sermons and books for us as well as individuals not affiliated with a UU society.  CLF also provides a monthly newsletter and online courses. For more information on how these courses work and how to use their site, please see www.clfuu.org/learn. 

From the online newsletter, Quest, September 2009 (clf.uua.org/quest/2009/09/belote.html):

Covenantal—Not Creedal  By Thom Belote, Minister, Shawnee Mission Unitarian Universalist Church, Overland Park, Kansas .   
 I once attended a protest on the Plaza, a busy pedestrian mall in Kansas City. The governor of Missouri had recently signed legislation that called for abstinence-only sex education in all Missouri schools. The legislation also restricted outside instructors in health classes to those with no connection in any way whatsoever to any health care system that offers abortion services. Meaning, of course, that someone who is trained and has expertise in teen health counseling but who works for Planned Parenthood would be barred from speaking to a health class at a public high school. 

So, there I was holding signs and talking with passersby and advocating for an approach to health education for young people that says that information and education, rather than ignorance, is good health policy.  

But that is not really the point. You see, at the protest there were these two young women hanging out. They were amateurish reporters for a fundamentalist Christian magazine. Soon, word got out that a minister was at the protest—that minister happened to be me—and the next thing you know these two were making a bee-line to me…to interview this minister who supports sex ed. “How,” they wondered, “is that possible?”

I introduced myself as a Unitarian Universalist minister. They asked me how to spell that, and then they asked me to explain what UUs believe.

I explained that we are a covenantal faith, not a creedal faith. We share a covenant of how we try to be together, not a creed of what we all must believe together.

Then the questions really began: “Well, does your church believe in the Bible?”

My response: That is a creedal question. We are a covenantal church. We share a covenant of how we try to be together, not what we are expected to believe together.

“Does your church believe in God?” they asked. That is a creedal question. We are a covenantal church. We share a covenant of how we try to be together, not what we are expected to believe together.

This went on for a while. It took them a while to get this. They were being challenged to think in a new way.

I think that sometimes in our churches we stress the fact that we are not a creedal church a lot more than we stress that we are a covenantal church. We emphasize the creeds we are not asked to recite more than the covenants we are asked to share. We over-emphasize the fact that we are not necessarily required to believe in God or believe a certain doctrine about the Bible or the afterlife. And we under-emphasize the covenantal dimensions of our shared faith, preferring not to articulate the covenants of behavior we do share.

I’m really passionate about the idea of covenant. I believe it strikes at the core of our identities as Unitarian Universalists: that covenant can shape our lives and our living— can be a central motivating force in our lives. But let’s face it: covenant isn’t a sexy idea. Covenant is one of those religious lingo words—like creed, or catechism, or charisma, or co-substantial—that comes across as jargon-y and overly intellectual.

It puts me in mind of Indiana Jones movies, where there is always a scene where Indy is a stuffy, nerdy archeologist, giving lectures to bored students who do not share his passion for sixth century Sumerian gravesites. But the other half of the time he is this roughand- tumble adventurer, traveling the globe and risking death.

Conventional church often has this double-life motif. In many conventional churches you show up on Sunday to hear a two-thousand word sermon about a two-thousand year old story, and you learn what this word meant in Greek or that word meant in Aramaic or Hebrew. And then you go off—to lunch, to your real life, and your real life is just about as far removed from the idea of the Hebrews carrying an ark through the desert as can be.

But what is interesting about Indiana Jones, and about Unitarian Universalism, is that we are not living a double life. Indiana Jones is an archeologist in the classroom and an archeologist when he is racing to excavate ancient cities and save the world. Passion and purpose and calling infuse his life at every moment. His is not a double life–he is living his passion. He is living his calling. The same dynamic can be true of Unitarian Universalists. While the concept of covenant can sound abstract and irrelevant, living it can be passionate.

So, what does it mean to say that we are a covenantal faith anyway? A covenant is a set of enduring, but evolving, deeply held promises made between people and with the source of life itself. And while the covenant is taken superseriously, the promises are often so intense that it is impossible to live up to them. So, we will always need to admit a falling short—and, when we inevitably do fall short—our proper response is to re-covenant, to recommit to those promises. What are the covenants we share together?

In our churches, it is obvious that one of the promises we make is to be together in covenant in ways that respect each other’s worth and dignity, ways that are safe. Being non-creedal, we can’t expect to all believe the same things, but in covenant we can respect each other even (and especially) when we don’t agree. “We need not think alike to love alike” is a covenantal statement.

Our Unitarian Universalist covenant is one of inclusion—we are all equally chosen people—so part of our covenant helps to make all feel welcome regardless of age, gender, sexual orientation, or physical ability.

And our covenant, I would submit, is not insular, is not the property of those of us inside these walls. It reaches outward, into the community. When those young women at the protest asked me, “Do you believe the way I believe?” they were really asking if it was possible for us to be in community together. To be in their community required holding the same beliefs. And I replied, “You have asked me a creedal question and posed a creedal test. Covenant is larger than creed.”

Our covenants in this church—made with one another and with the spirit and source of life itself—are powerful. The promises we make have the power to change lives; the promises call upon us to live up to our best selves, to summon forth our true, authentic, vulnerable, and passionate selves. 

Heading Out

Beyond here there’s no map.

How you get there is where

you’ll arrive; how, dawn by

dawn, you can see your way

clear: in ponds, sky, just as

woods you walk through give

to fields. And rivers: beyond

all burning, you’ll cross on bridges

you’ve long lugged with you.

Whatever your route, go lightly,

toward light. Once you give away

all save necessity, all’s

mostly well: what you used to

believe you owned is nothing,

nothing beside how you’ve come

to feel. You’ve no need now

to give in or give out: the way

you’re going your body seems

willing. Slowly as it may

otherwise tell you, whatever

it comes to you’re bound to know.
“Heading Out,” is from SELVES by Philip Booth, ©1990. Used by permission of Viking Penguin, a division of Penguin Group (USA) Inc. Philip Booth was an award winning poet, born in New Hampshire and lived for many years in Maine, where he was a member of the Castine Unitarian Church. 

Our Society, Our Community: Reflections from Dave Taylor, President  [reprinted from UUNIvoice, June 2008]

I have been talking to people about how I would like to have a common vision that we would all strive for.  I was told some people have a different understanding of vision than I do.  So I will put on my MBA hat and say we need a mission statement that is short, sweet and sings out.  Just saying mission statement, I am sure to get some glazed eyes.  Nevertheless I believe that it is time for us to reflect on who we are and what we have become after our growth spurt in the last few years.  Once we better understand who we are as a group, we can explore how our strengths and assets can best be used to take steps toward our common vision.

When someone comes to our society for the first time, what things should we say to them about who we are?  This is a personal question, and not a simple question that can be handed off to the greeting / membership committee.  I would like to be able to state who we are in a clear, concise, meaningful and powerful statement that reflects our common ideals and purposes.

How can we come up with a statement of our common ideals and purposes?   We need to take a careful look at ourselves from a variety of perspectives, to get a well-rounded view of ourselves.  With an understanding of ourselves and the strengths we have, we can persue our shared goals and purposes.

First we need to look at how we greet newcomers and how newcomers perceive us.  What are our good points, our weak points, and what would we want to change about how we greet people?   Alternatively we might ask how would we like to be perceived by newcomers as well as by our community.

Consider the strengths and assets we have individually and collectively:

We are extremely fortunate to be endowed with this building.  With this asset we have many potentials as well as some responsibilities, including the maintenance of the building and grounds, and support for the Preschool.

We have a wide variety of intellectual assets and skills. The better we understand what our diverse interests and skills are, the more likely we are to be able to be effective as a group.  From the point of view of Daoist and Hawaiian shamanic philosophies, the more effective we are the better we are.

 Finally, think about what we want to do individually and collectively. The more we understand our common goals and missions, the more we will be able to be effective in our relations to our community.  If our left foot is going in one direction and the right foot is going in another, then we may not be heading in any direction at all.

Some of the interests we have are not shared by all but are visible, such as our CUUPS and Christian fellowships, and less formally, the Bioregional Group.  Helping the Pre-School flourish is a less obvious interest or goal.  There are many other interests that we talk about occasionally, such as vegetarianism, AA, sharing the fellowship that we enjoy in this society.  Let’s come to some consensus as a whole on our goals and our common mission!  
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