UUNIVOICE--The monthly Newsletter of
The First Unitarian-Universalist Society of New Haven, 
608 Whitney Avenue, New Haven CT 06511 
Phone: 203-562-4410  email: newhavenuu@sbcglobal.net  
Website: uunewhaven.org

Keep Cool and Have a Great Summer!

Informal Summer Services July and August Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

Child Care provided


Sunday, July 3, 10:30 am: "The Serpent Cycle."  Our annual Smishmus service, the opposite of Christmas, dedicated to stories about the "gift that keeps on giving."  Coordinated by Francis Braunlich and Elizabeth Neuse.  Children are invited to share in the stories about serpents and dragons.  

Sunday, July 10, 10:30 a.m.: "Haiku Mind." We will discuess haiku as a form of poetry and of perception, and relate haiku to Abraham Maslow's studies of what he calls 'being-cognition'. And we will read some haiku. Coordinated by Mark Mitsock.

Sunday, July 17, 10:30 am:  Summer Picnic at East Rock Park. 
 Bring food to share and games to play together–frisbee, soccer balls, badminton, or anything else.

Saturday, July 23 and Sunday, July 24, 10:30 am: "Labor of Love."  This weekend we will work to clean up the meeting house and yard. Snacks, coffee and tea and juice will be provided. Wear work clothing!

Sunday,  July 31: "Lughnasadh:  The Sun Gathers All Things." 
Even as the Sun ripens the grain to bring the start of the harvest, and (this year) gathers the Moon and the planets to itself, so we consider what has been brought into the daylight in our lives and is coming into completion.  Co-ordinated by CUUPs. 

Sunday, Aug. 7, 10:30 am:  Annual Hiroshima Memorial Service.  Coordinator TBA

Sunday, Aug. 14, 10:30 am:  "Under the Full Moon:  Dreams and The Dream ." Traditionally, dreams have been considered a channel of spiritual experience and prophecy.  More recently psychologists have thought dreams might give access to non-verbal and unconscious aspects of personality.  Many peoples have believed our everyday world comes out of The Dream, and that our particular dreams can give us understanding of Its workings.  Bring a dream to contemplate as we consider how dreams can offer us personal, spiritual guidance.   Co-ordinated by Bobcat Carruthers, Anne Cherry, and Gaianne Jenkins. 

Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 20 and 21, 10:30 am:  "Labor of Love, II"  Our annual clean-up of the meeting house and yard.  Dress appropriate to work – possibly painting, yard work, as well as cleaning/scrubbing floors/walls/windows. 

Sunday, Aug. 28, 10:30 am:  "TBA."  Coordinated by Steve Hall.

Calendar of FUUS Events

Wed., July 6, 7:30 p.m.: Worship Committee Meeting.  We are planning services for the fall.  Bring ideas or suggestions to the committee: Steve Hall, Sheila Brent, Terri O’Brien Stephens, Francis Braunlich, Elizabeth Neuse or Gaianne Jenkins. 

Wed., July 13, 7:30 pm: Board Meeting.  Conducting the business of the society.

Wed., July 20, 7:30 pm: CUUPS meeting.  Among other things, planning for Lughnasadh. Call Gaianne 203-562-4410 to confirm.

Tues., July 26, 7:30 p.m.: Ultimate Tuesday Drumming. All ages, all acoustic instruments welcome.

Wed., Aug. 3, 7:30 p.m.: Worship Committee Meeting.  We are planning services for the fall.  Bring ideas or suggestions to the committee: Steve Hall, Sheila Brent, Terri O’Brien Stephens, Francis Braunlich, Elizabeth Neuse or Gaianne Jenkins. 

Wed., Aug. 17, 7:30 p.m.: CUUPs meeting. Call Gaianne to put things on the agenda: 203-562-4410.

Mon., Aug. 22:  Monthly deadline for the Sept. UUNIVoice Newsletter.  Submit articles, items to Elizabeth, february@snet.net or 562-0672.

Tues., Aug.30, 7:30 p.m.: Ultimate Tuesday Drumming. All ages, all acoustic instruments welcome.

Community Calendar

Monday, July 4 and Aug. 1, 6 p.m.
Reclaiming the Prophetic Voice marks the cost of the ongoing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Stones will be placed on the Memorial Cairn at the intersection of Broadway, Elm and Park, inscribed with the previous month’s death total of US military personnel and the approximate numbers of Iraqi and Afghani civilians killed during that same month. Join us in these public reminders that the wars are not over. 

Saturday, August 6, 8 a.m.
A vigil on the NH Green to commemorate the bombing of Hiroshima. Info: Henry Lowendorf, (203) 389-9547, gnhpeacecouncil@sbcglobal.net 

Saturday, August 6 
CT NOFA:  2nd Annual City Farm and Garden Tour. The tour is open to all interested in learning why New Haven is a unique setting for agricultural and garden innovation. Stops on the tour will include urban farms and community, school, private, and restaurant gardens! There will also be a bike tour so stay tuned for more information! For more details: www.ctnofa.org or www.facebook.com/ctnofa.

Tuesday, August 9, 11 a.m.
A vigil on the NH Green in recognition of the bombing of Nagasaki. Info: Henry Lowendorf, (203) 389-9547, gnhpeacecouncil@sbcglobal.net 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Saturday, July 23rd at 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
CONNECTICUT INSTITUTE FOR PSYCHOSYNTHESIS
JOIN US FOR A VERY URGENT CAUSE--EXCEPTIONAL CANCER PATIENTS
Founded by visionary physician Bernie Siegel, MD
Psychosynthesis at Act 11 Counseling, Stratford Center
MUSIC ~  MINI WORKSHOPS  ~  VIDEOS  ~  REFRESHMENTS
Please volunteer for a music performance or mini-workshop, and bring light snack to share
Please RSVP, or for further details, contact Cynthia Russell PhD at Tel: 203 377-2421 or email: psynnie@aol.com

GIVES PATIENTS HOPE AND MEANING!!
Exceptional Cancer Patients (ECaP) is a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting exceptional resources, comprehensive professional training programs and extraordinary interdisciplinary retreats that help people facing the challenges of cancer and other chronic illnesses discover their inner healing resources.  Programs are based upon the science of mind-body-spirit medicine and celebrates every person's potential for rediscovering wholeness, balance and inner peace. To learn more about ECaP please visit website: http://www.ecap-online.org/ background

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Email from Tikkun/NSP (Network of Spiritual Progressives):
Today’s [Mon., June 27] narrow 5-4 decision at the US Supreme Court in the case called  McComish v. Bennett continues the Roberts Court’s retreat on fairness in elections, striking down trigger provisions that allowed publicly financed candidates in Arizona to receive additional funds for their campaigns when their spending was outstripped by their privately financed opponents.   

Brenda Wright, Director of Demos’ Democracy Program, commented, “The Court’s ruling distorts the First Amendment into a caricature that would be unrecognizable to its creators.  The very purpose of the First Amendment is to encourage public debate and dialogue in the political sphere.  The Roberts Court has turned this tradition on its head by ruling that the First Amendment should shield privately financed candidates against any response by their opponents.” 

This is why state actions are not sufficient--anything re-empowering ordinary citizens by a state legislature will be declared unconstitutional. And the Supreme Court's decision also shows that merely overturning Citizens' United will not stop the Supreme Court--only a Constitutional Amendment which explicitly mandates public funding of elections, forbids any other form of money in elections, requires equal and free time for major candidates in major media, and imposes environmental and social responsibility requirements on corporations would actually make a difference. Everything less is futile. 

And that is exactly what our Environmental and Social Responsibility Amendment to the U.S. Constitution (ESRA) does. That's why it is so important for YOU to bring together a group of people who would visit your city council, your state legislators, and your U.S. Congressional Rep and US Senators in their home district offices and ask them to pass a resolution supporting the ESRA. If you can't get others to go with you, do it yourself. If you are home-bound, write them a letter (not email--try a real snail mail letter). If you can't do that, send us a donation so that we can hire organizers to work on this!
But before you do any of this, please see the video about all this at www.tikkun.org/ESRAvideo.  And then read the text through (and particularly the Q&A that accompanies it) at www.spiritualprogressives.org/ESRA.

You could also contact civic, political, union, and religious organizations in your area to see if they'd join you in supporting the ESRA. And write a letter to your local or national media asking them to publicize the ESRA effort! Please let us know what elected official you meet with and their resposnse!!!

Thanks for anything (non-violent, of course)  you do to stand up to unjust corporate power and the allies of the super-rich and corporatocracy who now dominate the Supreme Court. And please help us with this effort by a.JOINING or DONATING to the Network of Spiritual Progressives (NSP) at www.spiritualprogressives.org, and by urging everyone on all your email, Facebook, Twitter, and other social media to join also and become part of a campaign to restore democrcacy and protect our planet from continuing corporate environmental abuse.
Love, love and more love and blessings to you and all who fight for social justice, peace and environmental sanity!
Rabbi MIchael Lerner, Editor, Tikkun www.tikkun.org, Chair, The Network of Spiritual Progressives

Below are direct links to UU World’s reports from the 2011 General Assembly in Charlotte, N.C. We will continue to update this guide to our coverage throughout GA. Visit our General Assembly blog for the latest reports: blogs.uuworld.org/ga/  For live video of major events, on-demand video, transcripts, and handouts from GA events, visit UUA.org's General Assembly 2011 Event Coverage page: www.uua.org/ga/2011/index.shtml
Reports are organized here by the date of the event, even if we published our report the next morning.
Sunday, June 26, 2011
GA Sunday: AIWs survive, off-site voting approved: Daily summary (Christopher L. Walton, 6.27.11)
Closing ceremony: Our history of justice-seeking continues (Tom Stites, 6.26.11)
Moderator's report: ‘All of us working together’ (Dan Harper, 6.26.11)
Responsive resolutions approved at GA 2011: Responsive resolutions (Donald E. Skinner, 6.26.11)
Behind the magic curtain! Meet the team behind GA video: Video report (Peter Bowden, 6.26.11)
Delegates vote to eliminate AIWs at 2012 Justice GA: Business resolution (Michelle Bates Deakin, 6.26.11)
‘Going green’ celebrated at GA: Update on 2010 business resolution (Donald E. Skinner, 6.26.11)
Final GA report shows 4,082 attending: Credentials report (Donald E. Skinner, 6.26.11)
Addictions ministry: Resources for congregations to aid recovery: Video report (Peter Bowden, 6.26.11)
Commission on Appraisal continues study of ministry and authority: Plenary report (Dan Harper, 6.26.11)
Remote voting approved by General Assembly: Business resolution (Donald E. Skinner, 6.26.11)
Growth tips from Vero Beach: Video report (Peter Bowden, 6.26.11)
Approved: Amendment to update Ministerial Fellowship Committee rules: Business resolution 
Approved: Amendments pertaining to RE Credentialing Committee: Business resolution (Sonja L. Cohen, 6.26.11)
AIW 3, calling for end to Afghan involvement, fails: Social witness resolution (Donald E. Skinner, 6.26.11)
Approved: AIW supports California supermarket workers: Social witness resolution (Michelle Bates Deakin, 6.26.11)
AIW 1, protesting ‘Muslim radicalization’ hearings, passes: Social witness resolution (Donald E. Skinner, 6.26.11)
Sunday worship: ‘We’ve found our center’ (Laura Randall, 6.26.11)
Approved: AIW opposes corporate personhood: Social witness resolution (Michelle Bates Deakin, 6.26.11)
‘Two Who Dared’: New film shares UUSC founders’ story: Video report (Peter Bowden, 6.26.11)
GA swiftly adopts Article XV amendments: Business resolution (Sonja L. Cohen, 6.26.11)
‘Virtual volunteers’: Team supports off-site delegates: Video report (Peter Bowden, 6.26.11)

Saturday, June 25, 2011
GA Saturday: Reports, amendments, and Phoenix rises: Daily summary (Michelle Bates Deakin, 6.25.11)
Scholars of color assess UU history: Workshop report (Dan Harper, 6.25.11)
Music and cultural change in UUism: Conversation with musicians (Dan Harper, 6.25.11)
Morales: Our most important product must be ‘acts of love’: President's report (Dan Harper, 6.25.11)
Phoenix GA: ‘Awaken the moral conscience of our country’: Plenary report (Donald E. Skinner, 6.25.11)
Delegates reduce size of UUA board: Business resolution (Michelle Bates Deakin, 6.25.11)
The cultural challenges of digital media: Conversation (Dan Harper, 6.25.11)
UU-United Nations Office will rejoin UUA: Plenary report (Donald E. Skinner, 6.25.11)
UUA Financial Advisor reports a brighter situation: Financial Advisor's report (Dan Harper, 6.25.11)
Media coverage of Charlotte General Assembly (Christopher L. Walton, 6.25.11)
Blogs review Thursday, Friday events at General Assembly (Christopher L. Walton, 6.25.11)
UUA’s financial picture improves: Plenary report (Donald E. Skinner, 6.25.11)
Delegates vote to fill 15 open positions: Election report (Sonja L. Cohen, 6.25.11)
 

